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Guttfield Architecture is an award-winning RIBA Chartered Architects Practice 

based in Twyford, Berkshire. As a specialist in residential design, we have 

extensive experience of the design of unique houses and extensions in both 

rural and urban settings. 

Practice Principal Fred Guttfield is an ARB and RIBA Chartered Architect, Chair 

of RIBA Berkshire and Vice Chair of the Reading Borough Council Design 

Review Panel, assisting Reading Borough Council Planning Department with 

the assessment of complex Planning Applications in the Borough. He is also 

a RIBA Professional Examiner and RIBA Student Mentor. Guttfield Architecture 

was included in ‘New Architects 4’, a book by The Architecture Foundation 

“surveying the best British architectural practices established in the past ten 

years.”

0.0 ABOUT THE ARCHITECT

This is a Householder Planning Application for a single storey side/rear extension 

and various minor alterations to a single-family dwelling house in Finchampstead, 

Berkshire.

1.0 PURPOSE OF THE APPLICATION
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3.0 BRIEF 4.0 PLANNING CONTEXT

3.1 EXTENSION

The existing bungalow has a modest kitchen, dining and living space, and a 

collection of irregular storage extensions linked to the garage building. The 

kitchen is dark and feels disconnected from the rear garden, the dining room 

and utility are housed in an uninsulated, leaking flat-roofed extension, and the 

garage/storage buildings are in disrepair and no longer fit for purpose. The 

house also lacks an office space for working from home. 

The brief is to demolish the existing rear (north-east) lean-to dining room and 

the ex-garage structure, linked to the side (south-east) of the house, and replace 

with a new single storey extension. The aim of the extension proposal is to 

create a more energy-efficient and generous kitchen/living/dining space for the 

occupants, with a much-improved relationship to the rear garden, and a more 

uniform, accessible storage solution. The extension is also to provide a new 

office space for working from home.

The extension is to provide the following spaces:

•	 Kitchen / Living / Dining

•	 Study / Music Studio

•	 Utility

•	 Boots / Storage

3.2 OTHER EXTERNAL

Alongside the extension brief, there are other external refurbishment works 

proposed:

•	 Removal of bay windows

•	 Painting of existing house

•	 Replacement of existing windows

4.1 PLANNING CONSTRAINTS

The site lies within the Finchampstead neighbourhood.

The site:

•	 is not locally or nationally listed;

•	 is not in a Conservation Area or National Landscape;

•	 is not within a Green Belt;

•	 is not adjacent to an Ancient Woodland;

•	 is not subject to an Article 4 restriction;

•	 has two Tree Preservation Orders (TPOs) - 1309/2009, Oak and Pine - to the 

front of the house;

•	 is within the Finchampstead Pastoral Sandy Lowland, which has a Landscape 

Character Assessment of ‘Lowest’;

•	 has a ‘risk of flooding from surface water’ of 1 in 1000 years;

•	 is within Flood Zone 1 (lowest).
























