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COWENTS:
Dear Pl anning Conmittee,

| amwiting to express ny firmsupport for the proposed repurposing
of the existing building in Wnnersh into an Islam c comunity
centre. As a |law abiding, tax-paying, and working professional who
has lived in the UK for nearly two decades, | have navigated the
chal  enges of integration while maintaining ny religious and
cultural identity. This initiative is not just about religious

wor shi p but about

fulfilling an essential comunity need, encouraging inclusivity, and
strengt heni ng social cohesion in Wnnersh and the broader Wki ngham
ar ea.

The Muslim comunity in Wkingham has grown significantly, from
approxi mately 4,000 residents in 2011 to over 8,600 today. Despite
this growth, there remains a severe shortage of dedicated facilities
to serve their spiritual, educational, and comrunal needs. Existing
pl aces of worship in Reading, Midenhead, and W ndsor do not
sufficiently address the needs of |ocal residents, requiring
extensive travel, which is inconvenient for fanilies, the elderly,
and those w thout access to private transport. A local centre wll
not only accommodate worship but also provide a hub for community
engagenent, interfaith dialogue, and social services for al
residents of

W nner sh.

There have been concerns raised about parking and traffic
congestion. However, simlar devel opnents, such as the nearhby
gurdwara, have been assessed based on established planning criteria
and should set a precedent for fair assessnent. The proposed nopsque
wi Il help reduce pressure on existing places of worship, decreasing
congestion in Reading and surroundi ng areas. Furthernore,
structured traffic managenent strategi es can be inpl enented

i ncluding staggered friday prayer tinings, carpooling initiatives,
and agreenents with local parking facilities to ensure m ninma

di sruption.

It is inmportant to recognize the positive contribution of the Mislim
community to Wokingham Mislins in this area actively contribute to
vital sectors, including the NHS, education, finance, technol ogy,

and social services. A conmunity centre of this nature would not
only cater to religious needs but al so enhance local initiatives,

i ncluding charitable work, educational prograns, and outreach
activities that benefit the entire comunity.

Sonme have expressed concerns that a nosque will cause noise
pollution. It is worth clarifying that unlike sone other religious
institutions, nodern nosques in the UK do not use | oudspeakers for
calls to prayer, ensuring that noise levels renmain mninal.
Furthernmore, all places of worship nust conply wth counci
regul ati ons concerni ng noi se and public disturbance, which this
proposed centre will adhere to.



O hers have suggested that existing facilities in Reading and ot her
nei ghbouri ng towns should suffice. However, as Wbki nghanm s Mislim
popul ation continues to grow, it is only fair that |ocal provisions
refl ect the denographics of the borough. Just as churches,
synagogues, and tenples exist to serve their respective
congregations, an Islamc centre is a natural and necessary addition
to the religious and social infrastructure of the area.

Moreover, this project aligns with Wkingham s values of inclusivity
and comunity spirit. The centre will serve as an open and wel coni ng
space, fostering understandi ng and engagenent anong peopl e of
different faiths and backgrounds. It will provide educationa
prograns, youth engagenent initiatives, and charitable activities
that will positively inpact the entire Wnnersh comunity, not just
its Muslimresidents.

Whi | e sone obj ections have been raised regarding the building s

| ocation, we urge the council to assess this application based on
fairness, nerit, and the genuine needs of the conmunity. The

repur posi ng of existing structures for faith-based supports
sustainability and community use is not unprecedented, and simlar
appl i cations have been granted for other religious comunities in
t he area.

We believe that allowing this Islamc conmunity centre will enrich
W nnersh's social fabric, pronote understanding, and contribute
ositively to the borough's diversity and inclusivity. W ask that
the conmittee consider the needs of the growi ng Muslim popul ation
and the broader benefits of this proposal when neking its d
eci si on.



