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Dear Pl anning Conmittee,

W are witing to formally object to the planning application for
t he devel opnent of 420 hones at Body's Farm Spencers Wod. M

obj ections are based on several critical concerns that we believe
will significantly inpact the local community and environnent.
Access and Connectivity

Pedestrian and cyclist access routes need inprovenent:

The footpath between the existing farmentrance at Body's Farm and
the traffic lights close to Beech Hill Road is narrow (|l ess than
the 1.8mnentioned in the travel plan). This would require

i mprovenent seeing as this would be a main route between the site
and the pedestrian

crossi ng.

Barracks Lane is unsuitable for access due to its narrowness and
danger to pedestrians.

Foot pat hs from Hyde End Road require naintenance to ensure
year - round

usability.

Recreational wal king routes shoul d be established to enhance
connectivity and pronote outdoor activities.

Traffic and Road Safety

The devel opnent will exacerbate existing traffic issues

Lanb's Lane, Back Lane, and White House Lane need significant
upgrades to handle increased traffic safely.

The blind spot on the B3349 near Back Lane should be realigned to
improve visibility and safety.

A pedestrian crossing near the proposed school site is essential for
child safety.

Public Transport

Enhanced public transport services are crucial to serve the

devel opnent and reduce pressure on |ocal roads:

Support for the 600 (or equivalent) service to enable nore
frequent connections to Reading, and serve the new facilities,

i ncluding services on a Sunday (which the area currently does not
have) .

Sufficient access and a turning circle within the devel opnent to
facilitate bus routes.

Public Facilities

The devel opnent shoul d include robust public facilities:

A community building for neetings, activities, and nursery services
is essential

A smal |l supernmarket, rather than a convenience store, will better
serve the grow ng popul ation.

Agai n, these should be agreed with funding in place prior to house
building to ensure the facilities materialise.
Envi ronment al | npact



The sout hern edge of the devel opnent, adjacent to the solar farm
conprom ses the view and rural character of the area. The literature
provi ded by the devel opers is msleading regarding this aspect.

Mat ure trees and hedgerows nust be preserved.

School Provi sion

The devel opnent nust address the urgent need for primary schoo

pl aces in the area.

A new school should be built early in the devel opnent to acconnodate
the grow ng popul ation. This should be agreed and included prior to
house building. It does not nake sense to have 2 schools in such
close proximty - and if the new school is to nerge with Lanbs Lane,
the new school needs to include sufficient provision. It is not
clear if the current plan has sufficient provision, or any buy-in
from Lanbs Lane Prinmary school for any such nerger

The S106 agreenent should include substantial funding for the
expansi on of Qakbank School to neet future secondary demand.
Conmrer ci al Devel opnment Concer ns

The proposed commerci al devel opnent in the south-west corner of the
site, opposite Lanbs Lane Busi ness Park, raises several issues: The
hei ght of the buildings will exacerbate the already dangerous

condi tions on the B3349 due to the blind bend.

This area already hosts nultiple business parks, and additional HGV
traffic will further strain the inadequate road infrastructure.

Mai ntaining this section of the site as open space woul d preserve
the area's rural nature.

Af f or dabl e Housi ng

If the devel opnent is to proceed, the proportion of affordable
housi ng shoul d be increased to 50%in line with the draft |oca
plan. This will enhance the viability of public anenities such as
transport and retail facilities, ensuring the devel opnent benefits
t he wi der

conmmuni ty.

DEPZ (Detail ed Energency Pl anni ng Zone) |ssues

The site's location within the DEPZ presents significant chall enges:
Evacuation routes are limted and | ead towards Burghfield, with no
eastern exit.

The proposed care hone is inpractical within the DEPZ due to
evacuation difficulties and potential staff shortages during

ener genci es.

The anbi guity surroundi ng the ' Refuge' and stockpiles for
energenci es rai ses concerns about their accessibility and

ef fecti veness.

The | ocal authority nust include plans for a radiol ogical energency.
If the application proceeds in the DEPZ, facilities nust suit this
zone, and houses | acking these facilities should not be permtted.
M scel | aneous Concerns

Addi tional considerations include:

Provision for allotnments, as there are none south of Hyde End Road.
Adequat e parking for visitors to the care hone and SANG

In periods of high rainfall, there is flooding in the current
entrance to Body's Farm presunably fromthe existing drain as

mar ked on the nap. This nust be inproved, particularly given the

expect ed
addi ti onal run-off from hard-standi ng devel oped | and.
In conclusion, while recogni zing the need for housing, | urge the

Pl anning Conmittee to consider these objections seriously. The
proposed devel opnent, as it stands, poses significant risks to
safety, infrastructure, and the quality of life for current and



future residents. | request that these concerns be addressed
conpr ehensi vely before any approval is granted.

Thank you for considering our objections.
Si ncerely,
El eanor & Richard Curtis



