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COMMENTS:
bj ection to Planning Application 262274 - Thames Vall ey Park Data
Centre

| object to planning application 262274 for the proposed Thanes
Vall ey Park data centre. My objection is based on the scale of the
devel opnent and its potential inpacts on biodiversity, climte
change, noise, air quality, |andscape character, drainage and
residenti al

anenity.

1. Biodiversity and wildlife

The site is imediately adjacent to the Thanmes Valley Park Loca
Wldlife Site and a val uable wetl and envi ronnent contai ni ng ponds,
wet | ands, grassl and, woodl and and other habitats supporting a wide
range of wildlife.

The proposal would introduce a very large, continuously operating
industrial facility into this sensitive environnent. Its inpacts
cannot be assessed solely by considering the building' s physica
footprint. Noise, artificial lighting, heat, air em ssions, drainage
and other operational effects nay affect wildlife beyond the site
itself.

The council should therefore require a robust assessnent of direct,
i ndirect and cunul ative inpacts on the adjoining Local Wildlife Site
and wetl and habitats.

The proposed 10% Bi odi versity Net Gain should not be treated as

evi dence that ecological harmis acceptable. Newy created habitats
cannot necessarily conpensate for disturbance to an established
functioni ng ecosystem

2. dimte change and natural -gas generation

The proposed approximately 72MN data centre would initially rely on
natural -gas fuel cells while additional grid capacity is devel oped.

This is difficult to reconcile with Wki ngham Borough Council's
declared clinmate energency and conmitnment to carbon neutrality by
2030. The council should require full disclosure of the expected
nat ural - gas consunption, annual and whole-life carbon em ssions,
duration of gas-powered operation and the arrangenents guaranteeing
a transition to genuinely |owcarbon electricity.

The assessnent shoul d al so consi der what happens if grid
reinforcement is delayed and whether renewable electricity and
battery storage could reduce reliance on gas.

A devel opnent of this scale should denpbnstrate that its overal
energy strategy is conpatible with the transition to net zero.



3. Noise and air quality

The facility will contain substantial cooling, electrical and
mechani cal plant and will operate 24 hours a day, 365 days a year
Near by residents could therefore be exposed to continuous nechani ca
noi se, |owfrequency or tonal noise, generator testing and other

pl ant noise, particularly at night.

The proposed diesel backup generators al so create potentia
air-quality and noise inpacts. Their operation during prol onged
power outages should be assessed, including the possibility of
nmul ti pl e generators operating simultaneously.

The council should require evidence that noise and air-quality
inmpacts wll renmmin acceptable at the nearest residential
properties under normal, testing and energency operating conditions.

4. Scal e, visual inpact and | andscape character

At approximately 5.3 hectares and 72MN this is a substantia
i ndustrial -scal e devel opnent rather than a conventional office
bui | di ng.

The council should carefully assess the visual inpact of the
bui l di ng, rooftop plant, cooling equipnent, exhausts, substations,
lighting and security infrastructure from nearby hones, recreationa
areas, public routes and the surrounding green and wetl and

envi ronnent .

Exi sting vegetation should not sinply be assuned to screen a

devel opnent of this scale, particularly during winter. Any

| andscapi ng proposed as nitigation should be secured and nai nt ai ned
t hrough pl anni ng conditions.

5. Waste heat

The facility will consune enornous quantities of energy and reject
much of it as heat. References to potential heat reuse are not
sufficient unless there is a realistic and deliverabl e schene.

The council should establish how nuch waste heat can actually be
recovered and assess the environnental inplications of the renmai nder
bei ng di scharged into the surroundi ng environnent.

6. Construction traffic and di sruption

Construction is expected to continue for several years and coul d
generate substantial HGYV novenents, worker traffic, noise, dust and
di sruption.

A detail ed and enforceabl e Construction Traffic Managenent Pl an
shoul d be required before construction begins, covering HGY nunbers
and routes, delivery tinmes, abnornal |oads, construction parking,
pedestrian and cyclist safety, dust, highway cl eanliness and

resi dent conpl ai nts.

7. Drainage and flood risk

The site's proximty to the R ver Thanes, wetl ands and ponds nakes



wat er managenent particul arlyi nportant.

The council should be satisfied that the devel opnent will not
i ncrease surface-water runoff or flood risk, overload drainage
infrastructure, alter natural drainage patterns or result in
pol luted runoff entering surroundi ng wetl ands or watercour ses.

A robust, climte-resilient SuDS and drai nage strategy should be
secured before pernission is granted.

8. Cunul ative inpact

The principal concern is the conbined effect of the proposal: a very
| arge building, 24-hour operation, extensive cooling plant, gas
generation, diesel backup generators, noise, lighting, waste heat,
construction activity and altered drai nage i nmedi ately adjacent to
sensitive wildlife habitats and residential properties.

These inpacts should not be considered in isolation. Conpliance wth
an individual noise Iimt or a 10% bi odi versity netric does not
necessarily nean that the overall environnental inpact is
accept abl e.

Request
I ask Woki ngham Bor ough Council to require robust evidence that:

-the Local WIldlife Site and surroundi ng wetland habitats will not
suffer unacceptable direct, indirect or cumulative harm

- noise and air-quality inpacts at nearby honmes are acceptabl e,
including night-tinme, testing and energency conditions;

- the devel opnent’'s whole-1ife carbon em ssions are conpatible with
the council's 2030 carbon-neutral objective;

-there is a clear and enforceable transition away from natural -gas
gener ati on;

- the scale and visual inpact are appropriate for Thanes Vall ey
Park; - construction traffic and disruption can be effectively
controll ed;

- drainage will not increase flood risk or harm surroundi ng
wet | ands;

and

- the proposed Biodiversity Net Gain genuinely adds to, rather than
substitutes for, avoidance and mtigation of ecol ogical harm

G ven the exceptional scale of this proposal and its proximty to
both sensitive wetland habitats and residential properties, | ask
the council to give these concerns significant weight when

determ ning application 262274.



