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COWENTS:

| wite to place on record a nunber of concerns which | believe
warrant careful scrutiny, and which | wish to be avail able for
reference should this perm ssion be granted and issues subsequently
ari se.

| note the Witten Mnisterial Statenment of My 2023 (HCWS795)

whi ch encourages | ocal planning authorities to be supportive of
acconmodati on for | ooked-after children. | do not dispute the
genui ne need for high-quality placenents, nor the policy intent
behi nd that statenent. However, the WVS itself enphasises that

pl acenents nust be the right hones, in the right places, and that
appl i cants shoul d

denonstrate that the service is needed in that locality. It is on
the question of suitability and deliverability that ny concerns
rest.

H story of the Property

This property has previously been used for purposes of a sinlar
nature. That prior use gave rise to a nunber of docunented concerns
within the I ocal conmmunity, including:

- Persistent noise and anti-social behaviour affecting nei ghbouring
residents

- Evidence of drug consunption on or near the prem ses

- Poor waste nmanagenent practices, including the accunul ation of
significant quantities of refuse in the garage, which constituted an
envi ronnmental health concern

These are not hypothetical risks they are matters that have

al ready occurred at this address. Any assessnent of this application
shoul d take that history seriously.

Qperational Character of the Proposed Use

A children's hone is materially different in character froma
standard famly dwelling, and it would be nmisleading to treat it
otherwise. Unlike a private household, a children's hone invol ves:
- Arotating population of residents, with children frequently
arriving and departing.

- Staff present and noving to and fromthe property at all hours,

i ncludi ng ni ghts and weekends.

- Alevel of activity and footfall that is continuous and
institutional in nature, rather than donestic.

- Use is specific to people between the ages if 15 to 18 who present
with Social, enotional, and Mental Health (SEWMH) needs.

This distinction is relevant to the inpact on the surrounding area,
which it should be noted is a quiet suburban |l ocation with a large
proportion of elderly residents, and should be wei ghed accordingly.
The adj oi ni ng and surroundi ng properties have no young people. The
use being specific to young people with SEVMH needs nmakes the
property materially different in character froma standard fanily
living. Your proposal says it will not be materially different to a
standard famly dwelling but the above and rotating staff show

ot herw se.



Adherence to Policies and Procedures

The application may reference policies and procedures intended to
govern the operation of the hone, including safeguarding protocols,
behavi our nanagenent, and conmunity integration commitnents. | would
urge the local planning authority to consider what assurance exists
that these will be consistently followed in practice. The history of
this property suggests that stated intentions have not al ways
translated into conpliant operation

It should al so be noted that there are sone inconsistencies in the
pl anni ng application, for exanple the waste nmanagenent policy is
contradictory as to where the bins will be stored; citing that they
will be stored at the rear or side-access when the plan shows the
bin storage will be at the front of the property.

Transport and Community Integration

The application references use of public transport as part of its
community integration approach. In the context of this property and
its location, | would characterise this as aspirational rather than
substantiated. Reliance on public transport by |ooked-after children
potentially including those with conpl ex needs requires active
managenent, staffing support, and consistent inplenentation. No

evi de nce has been provided that this is realistic or that it has
been achi eved in previous operations at conparabl e settings.

Furt hernmore, recent activity at the property, whether or not
connected with this application, has seen a nunber of private
vehi cl es, parked not on the driveway as in the planning application
but instead parked on the highway and in sone cases parked partially
on the pavenent restricting pedestrian access.

I n summary

| make these coments in good faith and with awareness of the policy
context. | am not suggesting that |ooked-after children should not
be housed in appropriate residential settings. | amasking that the
| ocal planning authority satisfy itself and pl ace on record t hat
the specific history of this property has been considered, that the
operational realities of the proposed use are properly understood,
and that any perm ssion granted includes conditions sufficient to
address the concerns raised above.

Shoul d problens arise after any pernmission is granted, | would wi sh
t hese comments to be avail abl e as evidence that concerns were
raised, in good tinme, before the event. To date all we have is this
application. No other notifications or contacts have been made with
the | ocal residents, despite the planning applications making
reference in the planning statenent to a registered nanager, deputy
manager and a team of residential support workers.



