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COWENTS:
| amwiting to object to the proposed devel opnent on the | and
opposite Charlton Lane, Trowes Lane.

My objection is based on the fact that this proposal would introduce
a pernmanent residential devel opment into an area of open countryside
that forns an inportant part of the rural setting of Swallowfield.

Anyone famliar with this area will know that the countryside
between Swallowfield and Riseley is one of the | ast renaining

stret ches of

open rural |andscape around the village. The application site is
urrently untouched and forns part of a w der |andscape that renains
unchanged despite increasing devel opnent pressure in recent years.

When viewed on an aerial photograph, it is very apparent that this
site sits squarely within open countryside. Wilst the approved
Croudace devel opnent and the proposed City & Country devel opnent
have al ready pushed the village boundary further south, this
proposal goes considerably further. The existing woodl and belt
currently provides a clear visual and physical sep aration between

t hose devel opnents and the wi der countrysi de beyond. This proposa
effectively | eapfrogs that natural boundary and introduces pernmanent
resi dential devel opnent into an area that remains distinctly rura
in character.

I am al so concerned about the precedent this could set. Once

devel opnent is pernitted beyond the existing woodl and buffer, the

di stinction between the village edge and the open countryside
becones increasingly blurred. This creates pressure for further
applications on |and between the existing devel opnents and this
site, resulting in the gradual erosion of the open countryside that
currently separates

t hem

The Swallowfield Village Statenent describes this area as foll ows:

"The southern edge of Swallowfield village overl ooks the farned clay
| oWl and that stretches to Riseley. Here the | andscape is

predoni nately | arge open arable fields bounded by hedgerows and
fences. The rural character is enphasised by single track rura

roads lined with deep ditches and often edged with mature trees
including 'cricket bat' willows. This area provides a vital habitat
for

wildlife including bats and free roam ng deer."

This description perfectly captures the character of the area
surrounding the application site and renmains as rel evant today as
when it was witten.

Wil st the site may appear relatively small in isolation, it would
neverthel ess result in the loss of countryside and its replacenent



wi th caravans, day roons, parking areas, hardstandi ng, access works
and the activity associated with a pernanent residential

devel opnent. Once devel oped, this piece of countryside will be I|ost
per manently.

I am al so concerned that Swallowfield has al ready absorbed a
significant anount of devel oprment, with further |arge schenes
approved or proposed nearby. Although this site is physically
separate from

t hose devel opnents, the cunulative effect is a continuing erosion of
the rural character of the area

The suitability of Trowes Lane and the surroundi ng road network is
anot her concern. These are narrow rural |anes, often bordered by
ditches and vegetation, and they were never designed to serve
significant |evels of devel opnent.

Unl i ke the approved and proposed devel opnents to the north, where
much of the traffic is likely to access the network via The Street
and the nmain village roads, traffic associated with this site is
far nore likely to use the narrow rural |anes around Trowes Lane,
Charlton Lane and the surroundi ng countrysi de because of the site's
| ocation. Additional vehicle novenents, deliveries, visitors and
servicing traffic will inevitably place further pressure on roads
that already have significant linitations.

I am al so concerned about the practicalities of foul drainage in
such a rural location. If foul waste is to be stored on site and
renoved by tanker, this will require regular service vehicle
novenents along the sanme narrow rural |anes. G ven the |ocation of
the site and the nature of the surrounding road network, the Counci
should be fully satisfied that these arrangenents are practical
sustainable and will not create additional infrastructure,

envi ronnental or hi ghway concerns.

Finally, the Village Statenent identifies the inportance of this
area for wildlife, including bats and free roaning deer. The

i ntroduction of pernmanent residential devel opnent, lighting, vehicle
novenents and increased activity has the potential to dimnish the
value of this inportant habitat and further fragnment the rura

| andscape.

For these reasons | respectfully ask the Council to refuse this
application and to protect this inportant area of countryside for
future generations.



