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Response to the Ohjections for the Proposed Mosque (250543)

1. Adherence to Planning Policy & Legal Standards

The proposal has undergone a thorough review and conplies with al
rel evant planni ng standards, addressing issues such as traffic,
noi se, and design. It neets the requirenents of the Nationa

Pl anni ng Policy Framework (NPPF) and the Equality Act 2010, both
of which uphold the right to establish places of worship as long as
t he necessary

techni cal standards are net which is being taken care of in this
i nst ance.

2. Carifying M sconceptions

Sonme critiques msinterpret the project's scale and intent. This
facility is not a "neganpbsque" but rather a nodest place of worship
for the local Muslimcomunity, with appropriate neasures in place
to manage parking and traffic, as detailed in the submtted reports.
Fears of overdevel opnent are nisplaced; the design conplenents the
character and diversity of the area. Inportantly, this hub wll
enhance conmunity cohesion by providing a dedi cated space for
Musl i nms, countering divisive sentinents reflected in sone of the
conment s.

3. Enhancing Community Benefits & Social Integration

The npbsque is envisioned as a center for prayer, education, and
interfaith dialogue, which will further enrich Wkinghams cultura
diversity. At present, many |local Mislins nust travel outside the
area for worship, but this facility will ease congestion and pronote
inclusivity. To deny this application would contradict the council's
conmmitnent to fostering social cohesion

4, Effective Traffic & Noi se Managenent

I ndependent studies indicate that peak usage, such as during ni dday
prayers, does not coincide with rush hour, and there are sufficient
on-site parking provisions. Conparisons to |arger nosques are not
applicab le here; this proposal offers a proportionate solution for
| ocal needs, with neasures in place to mnimze disruptions.
Moreover, having a local hub is expected to reduce the overal
carbon footprint in Wkingham by encouragi ng wal ki ng and

car - shari ng.

5. Commitnment to Ethical and Fair Pl anning

Pl anni ng deci si ons shoul d be based on substantive factors rather
than prejudi ce. Wkingham has a reputation as an inclusive
conmmunity, and approving this application would affirmthose val ues.
The social, spiritual, and practical benefits of the nobsque
significantly outweigh the unsubstantiated objections raised.

6. Reference to Simlar Application

I would like to highlight that a sinmlar planning application
(231077) have recently been approved at the nearby |ocation which
give strong nessage of inclusiveness. | therefore strongly urge



Woki ngham council to use the sanme grounds to get this application
approved as well. Establishing a local hub is vital not only for the
Muslim community but also for pronoting a unified, diverse, and

supportive environnent values that are shared across all ethnic
groups in the area



