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COWENTS:

I whol eheartedly support the proposal to repurpose the existing
building in Wnnersh into a nosque and community center. This
initiative represents not only a place of worship but also a crucia
resource for fostering exclusivity, cultural understanding, and
soci al cohesion within our town.

The grow ng Muslim popul ati on i n Woki ngham which has nore than
doubl ed from approxi mately 4,000 in 2011 to 8,600 today, underscores
the necessity for a dedicated space to accommpdate the comunity's
spiritual and social needs. Many local Muslins currently trave
consi derabl e di stances to attend prayers and conmunity gat heri ngs,

| eading to congestion at existing facilities and inconvenience for
wor shi pers. The establishnment of a nosque in Wnners woul d
significantly alleviate these issues, ensuring that residents have
reasonabl e access to a place of worship.

Beyond its religious function, this proposed nosque will serve as a
community hub, fostering engagenent through educational prograns,
charity initiatives, and interfaith dialogue. The local Mislim
community is an integral part of Wkingham contributing
significantly to various sectors such as heal thcare (NHS workers),
education, technol ogy, and finance. Having a dedi cated space will
enhance the ability of Muslins to continue these contributions while
al so of fering opportunities for cross-comunity coll aboration and
shared social val ues

Sonme concerns have been raised regarding potential traffic, noise,
and integration. However, the new nosque is designed with these
considerations in nmnd. By providing a |local prayer space, it wll
actual ly reduce travel congestion to other areas, thereby easing
overall traffic burdens. Furthernore, the nosque will operate in a
way that is respectful of its surroundings, with appropriate
measures in place to manage parki ng and noi se. The Muslim comunity
has al ways sought to be responsi bl e, engaged, and coll aborative

nei ghbors, and we renmain open to constructive dialogue to address
any issues.

This nmosque will not only serve the needs of the Mislimcomunity
but wll also enrich the wider Wnnersh area, pronoting
inclusivity, nmutual respect, and cultural diversity. | urge the
council and fellow residents to support this proposal, recognizing
the positive

contributions it will bring to the community as a whol e



