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COMMVENTS:

Application 260089 - 10 South C ose

First of all, | have sone confusion regarding the application. The
proposal is for 10 South Cose to be enlarged to becone a 3 storey
house, but there is also a plan shown to enlarge the property but
remaining as 2 storey only. It is not clear what is the status of
this alternative plan. | wll address ny coments primarily to the
3

storey option, though they are also to sone extent pertinent to the
ot her one.

| also note that the summary on the WBC website states that the
proposal includes front dormer wi ndows, but the plan shows the
dornmers to be on the rear el evation.

| object to the proposal on the grounds of:

1. Overl ooking

2. Overbearing inpact

3. Conservation and heritage issues

Over |l ooki ng

The rear of 10 South Close faces across G psy Lane to ny house
Rowans. My front garden is only about 4 netres deep and the | ane
itself is only narrow, being a single track road. | estinmate that
fromthe rear of 10 South Close can be little nore than 20 netre
away fromthe front of Rowans

There is already an issue that 10 South C ose overl ooks our house
fromthe two rear bedroons and they nust be able to see into our
upper storey roons and part of our side garden. (Conversely the
occupants of South Cl ose nust be aware that from Rowans, we can see
into their bedroons, |ounge and study.)

The addition of rear dormer wi ndows exacerbates this situation with
extra wi ndows | ooki ng down on Rowans.

Over bearing i npact

The proposal results in 10 South C ose having an overbearing i npact
on G psy Lane, especially as the existing property is already nuch
taller than nunbers 2, 4, 6 and 8 South O ose which were built as
bungal ows, with sonme having been extended into the roof space. The
adj acent houses in G psy Lane are also relatively low, effectively 1
st or eys.

It should also be noted that the existing hip roof of 10 South C ose
will be replaced by gable ends, further increasing the nmass of the
bui | di ng.

There is sonme alleviation because the rear of 10 South Close is
partially screened by sone conifer trees. These are rather tatty
and | fear that at sone point in the near future, they nmay be
renoved. This will afford 10 South Close with a grandstand vi ew of
Rowans,

which is not sonething | would appreciate. It will also result in a
much nore overbearing i npact on G psy Lane



Whet her or not the proposal goes ahead, it would be desirable if the
applicants conmitted to a plan of planting. For exanple, sone new
trees should be established before renoving the conifers. This
woul d inprove the appearance of the southern boundary of the plot.
This would al so serve to inprove the outlook from 10 South C ose.

Conservation and heritage issues

G psy Lane was once used by drovers, apparently to avoid paying the
tolls charged to pass through the centre of Wkingham It has the
character of a country |l ane despite being only a ten-m nute wal k

fromthe town centre. It is a narrow single track |ane, with banks
and hedges for nost of the middle section running from Langborough
Recreation G ound and Southlands Road. It is consequently a

wel | -used anenity for wal kers. To allow such an overbearing
devel opnment woul d only serve to erode the uni que character and
anenity val ue of G psy

Lane.



