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Tel: (0118) 974 6000 
Email: development.control@wokingham.gov.uk 
Date: 18 August 2026 
My ref: TF/TPO/781/1996/261456 
 
 
 
Mr Anthony Jorge 
74 Heathermount Drive  
Crowthorne  
Wokingham  
RG45 6HN  
 
 

  
Dear Mr Jorge, 
 
TREE PRESERVATION ORDER NUMBER: 781/1996 
APPLICATION NUMBER: 261456 
LOCATION: 74 HEATHERMOUNT DRIVE, CROWTHORNE, WOKINGHAM, RG45 6HN 
 
I am writing to you regarding your application to carry out works to protected tree(s), which was 
received on 20 June 2026 and validated on the 22 June 2026. 
 
I can confirm Wokingham Borough Council consents with conditions, to the following work 
being carried out to tree(s) included in the above-mentioned Tree Preservation Orders (TPO): 
 
Approved works to A1 of TPO 781/1996:  
We require a new fence as we have pets and the fence is failed. The fence line is directly in line 
with a Scots pine and 2 inches away from another younger Scots pine. I have had multiple 
fencers come out, one has not had a cavalier attitude 'it will be fine', I asked that hold dug are 
by hand and that pictures are taken during the works to show care. The fence is to be concrete 
posts so not to have to re-dig in future if using wooden posts, limiting any future damage. The 
larger Scots pine already has a post nailed to it by a previous homeowner. We are proposing to 
use this post and not dig for one panel on the left side, the right side has a Meta post right next 
to it, we are suggest if possible (as it is rusted) to reuse this Metal post, if not to try and put a 
new one in, although it’s impossible to know how close it is to roots, but is right next to the tree. 
The other Scots pine is directly on our property and sits 2 inches away from a fence panel and 
about 1 foot from an existing post we intend to dig out and re-post. Actions from the fencer are 
to hand dig these posts and no machinery is being used for any posts (hand dug - clamshell 
post-hole or digging bar when close to posts or roots with trowel use to avoid any damage where 
possible). 
 
Reasons stated for works: 

As above. 
 
Officer comments: 

The proposed replacement fence lies within the Root Protection Area of protected Scots pine 
trees. The submitted information indicates that the works are intended to follow the line of an 
existing fence and that excavation will be undertaken manually. Given the proximity of the tree 
stems to the fence alignment, roots of varying diameter are likely to be encountered. 
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The Council considers that, subject to appropriate safeguards, the replacement of the existing 
fence can be undertaken without resulting in unacceptable harm to the protected trees. However, 
the works must be carried out using arboricultural best practice to minimise root disturbance and 
prevent unnecessary damage to both structural and absorbing roots. 
 
Care is required where new or replacement posts are proposed adjacent to the tree stems. 
Existing posts should be retained and reused where feasible. Where replacement posts are 
necessary, post locations should be adjusted locally to avoid roots where encountered. No roots 
shall be severed unless absolutely necessary and only in accordance with the requirements set 
out below. 
 
The consent is granted subject to the following conditions:  
  

1. The above works must be completed before 17 August 2028 and in the event of the 
works not being completed by that date, further consent will be required. 
 

2. Notwithstanding the submitted details, all works associated with the removal and 
installation of fence posts within the Root Protection Area of the protected Scots pine 
trees shall be undertaken in accordance with the following requirements: 

a. Existing fence posts shall be retained and reused wherever practicable to minimise 
new ground disturbance. 

b. All excavation for fence posts within the Root Protection Area shall be undertaken 
manually using hand tools only. No mechanical augers, excavators, post drivers, 
stump grinders or other powered excavation equipment shall be used. 

c. Prior to excavation, the precise location of post holes shall be investigated by 
careful hand digging. Where roots are encountered, excavation shall proceed 
using hand tools and air-spade techniques where necessary to expose roots 
without causing damage. 

d. The position of replacement posts shall be adjusted locally where necessary to 
avoid roots. Minor deviations in fence alignment shall be accepted where required 
to retain roots. 

e. Roots less than 25mm diameter shall be retained wherever possible. Roots 
exceeding 25mm diameter shall not be cut without the written agreement of the 
Local Planning Authority, unless required to facilitate the approved works and no 
practicable alternative exists. 

f. Where root pruning is unavoidable: 
i. Roots shall be exposed by hand. 
ii. Roots shall be cut cleanly using sharp secateurs or a sharp pruning saw. 
iii. Roots shall not be broken, torn, crushed or severed using spades, bars or 

mechanical equipment. 
iv. Exposed roots shall be covered and protected from desiccation during 

works. 
g. Concrete foundations shall be limited to the minimum volume necessary for fence 

stability. Consideration shall be given to the use of proprietary metal repair spurs, 
driven supports, or other low-impact fixing methods where these would reduce root 
disturbance. 

h. No storage of materials, spoil, cement, fuels, chemicals or construction equipment 
shall occur within the Root Protection Area of the trees. 
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i. Photographic records shall be taken of all excavations adjacent to the trees, 
including any roots encountered and the completed post installations. These 
records shall be retained and made available to the Council on request. 

j. Should roots greater than 50 mm diameter be encountered within any proposed 
excavation, works at that location shall cease and an arboriculturist shall be 
consulted before further excavation proceeds. 

 
3. Climbing spikes shall not be used whilst undertaking any form of works on living trees, 

except on trees to be felled. 
 
Reasons for conditions 1-3… 
 

1. To ensure that our records remain accurate. 
 
2. To safeguard the health, stability and long-term retention of protected trees in accordance 

with BS 5837:2012 and the interests of visual amenity. 
 

3. Spikes can cause extensive long-term damage to trees. 
 
Informative:  
If you are aggrieved by any of the conditions attached to your consent, you may appeal to The 
Planning Inspectorate (PINS).  Because of coronavirus (COVID-19), you currently can only make 
a planning appeal online. You cannot currently apply by post. 
 
For more information go to:  
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/tree-preservation-order-appeal-form 
 
Telephone: 0303 444 5570 or e-mail it to: treeandhedgeappeals@planninginspectorate.gov.uk 
Your appeal should be received within one month of receipt of this decision or any such longer 
period as the Planning Inspectorate may allow. 
 
You are advised that this letter is in respect of the Tree Preservation Order only and it does 
not imply that consent would be forthcoming from the owner of the tree(s) or any such other 
persons from whom consent may be required.       
 
If we can be of any further assistance, please contact the Tree and Landscape Officer via email 
to: development.control@wokingham.gov.uk 
 
 
Yours sincerely, 

 
Chris Hannington 
Trees and Landscape Team Manager 
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Please note that your attention is drawn to the following information: 
 
Bird Nesting Season and Presence of Bat Roosts 
In accordance with the Wildlife and Countryside Act (1981) and Countryside Rights of Way Act 
(2000), consideration must be given to the timing and type of tree work operations, to avoid 
causing disturbance to any nesting birds or bat roosts that may be present within the tree(s).  
 
The Act makes it an offence (subject to exceptions) to intentionally kill, injure, or take, possess, 
or trade in any wild animal listed, and prohibits interference with places used for shelter or 
protection, or intentionally disturbing animals occupying such places.  
 
It is advised that all non-urgent major tree work and hedge cutting operations are undertaken at 
a time to avoid disturbing nesting birds during the breeding season (to which the bird nesting 
season is considered to be from March to July). Where bats are suspected to be present, it is 
recommended that advice first be sought from a licenced bat specialist and if appropriate, the 
relevant licence(s) be obtained before any major tree work or hedge cutting commences. 
 
Further information can be found at the following: 
 
DEFRA (Department for the Environment Food and Rural Affairs)  
Tel: 08459 33 55 77 or by email at helpline@defra.gsi.gov.uk 
Website: www.defra.gov.uk/ 
 
Natural England 
Tel: 0845 600 3078 or by email at enquiries@naturalengland.org.uk 
Website: www.naturalengland.org.uk 
 
Bat Conservation Trust 
Tel: 0845 1300 228 or by email at enquiries@bats.org.uk 
Website: www.bats.org.uk 
 

Forestry Act 1967 and Felling Licences 

If it proposed to fell a tree or trees greater than 5 cubic metres or sell more than 2 cubic metres 
of timber in any calendar quarter, a Felling Licence from the Forestry Authority may be 
required.  
 
Please note that Felling Licences are not required to remove trees from domestic (residential) 
gardens. Where you are the landowner of large pieces of land with numerous trees, 
clarification from the Forestry Commission may be required as to whether a Felling licence is 
needed. 
 
For more information on Felling Licences, please speak to the Woodland Officer at the Forestry 
Commission on 01296 696543 
 
Further Information can be found on the Forestry Commission Website: 
www.forestry.gov.uk 
 


