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COWENTS:
Sonni ng Parish Council has carefully considered this application and
have the foll owi ng comments.

This application has been ongoing for sone years now, had it
progressed in good tinme it would have been conpl eted | ong ago.

The build cost quoted in the covering letter are undoubtedly higher
than the average but even taking this into

consideration, it is difficult to see how the devel oper can claimto
be unable to make a profit in Sonning. It has been proved over and
over again, and nore recently by other devel opnents in the past

year, that prices have been very buoyant in Sonning and detached
properties have sold very quickly at inflated prices circa £1, 00000.
This makes the cl ai ns sonewhat questionabl e.

The applicant clains that the

of fers they have received to take on the affordable elenent are far
| ess than the £242 per square ft however, due to the econony of
scale the profit on the renmaining 8 dwellings would substantially
reduce the building cost to sonething nuch closer to the offers of
£189 per sq. ft. This should bring in a substantial profit, nore
than enough to cover any reduced profit on the affordable dwellings.
Wth careful consideration the 5 affordable dwellings could also be
adapted to fit in with Wkingham s specialist needs. Sonning does
not need any nore executive hones, but it does need reasonably
priced affordable

hones.

Wth the governnent actively encourage affordable housing it is
unacceptable to propose naeking a reduced contribution in other parts
of the Borough

The af fordabl e housing el ement has al ways been part of this
proposal and there appears to be a new owner, indicating a recent
purchase of the site. Housing costs did increase sone tine ago but
this nmust have been clear to the new owner when naking the decision
to purchase the site and has not prevented the owner from
proceeding to build access roads. It is inexcusable then to nake
this belated retrospective application and Sonni ng Pari sh Counci
urge refusal of this proposal

Lesl ey Bates (C erk) 28 May 2025



