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COWENTS:

I wish to register sone concerns regarding the Fl ood Ri sk Assessnent
(FRA) submitted in support of this application. | chair the
Swal | owfield Fl ood Resilience G oup, whose nenbers have, since the
group's formation in 2008, accunul ated a substantial anount of |oca
know edge and experience of flooding and drai nage i ssues in the
pari sh of Swal |l owfi el d.

The proposed surface water drainage outfall into the existing ditch
on the eastern site boundary conprises a headwall at a |evel of

43. 34m AOD (assuned to be the invert level). As stated in

Paragraph 3.14 of the FRA this ditch turns north-west to formthe
Nayl ors Ditch, which discharges into the Part Lane drai nage system
Fl ows then enter the enmai ned Brookside Nursery Ditch and ultimately
into the side channel of the Blackwater River

Data fromthe Environnent Agency gaugi ng weir on the side channe
shows a 'top of normal range' river depth of 0.73m which equates to
a level of 43.13m AOD. However, follow ng periods of heavy and/or

prolonged rainfall, the river often flows at a higher |evel
sonetines exceeding the |evel of the proposed headwall. In these
circunstances, little or no surface water would drain fromthe site.
As an

illustration, in the period between 23 Decenber 2022 and 18 January
2023 (27 days), there were 21 days where the river |evel was

hi gher than 43.34. As the surface |level of Part Lane at its
intersection with the Naylors Ditch is approximately 43.3m AOD, the
road is flooded in these conditions, often up to a depth of about
500mm

The exanpl e above is not an isolated instance - the river level has
exceeded | evel of the proposed headwal |, for a period of five days
or nore, at least twice in each of the past five years

It woul d appear to be unlikely that there is sufficient on-site
attenuation within the planned SuDS installation that will cope with
these circunstances, and the problemis only likely to get worse
because of climate change. An alternative drai nage system shoul d be
consi der ed.

Anot her concern is with the "nediumto high' |evel of surface water
flooding at the site entrance on Trowes Lane, as described in
Paragraph 7.11 of the FRA In Paragraph 7.13 it is reconmended t hat
the existing drainage scheme north of the site access is reviewed to
determ ne the alignnent and condition of the watercourses and the
potential culvert |inking the watercourses beneath Trowes Lane.

Trowes Lane receives significant overland surface water flows from
several directions during stormconditions and acts as a conduit,
channelling floodwater into the heart of the village of
Swal l owfield. Qur group has exam ned several possibilities for
reduci ng surface

water risk in this area, all of which require interventions on



privately owned | and, introducing conplexity and uncertainty.

In view of the foregoing, | urge the Local Planning Authority to
question the suitability of this site for devel opnent and to apply
the Sequential Test in respect of surface water risk

I would also like to draw attention to groundwater |evels which, as
illustrated by the chart in Appendix Dto the FRA remain at a high
level in and around the Swal lowfiel d area and has apparently caused
probl ens on other recent devel opnents. The design and construction
of the surface water drainage systemwill need to be robust to
prevent floatation and infiltration

Finally, I would like to highlight serious issues regarding the
capacity and condition of the foul sewer systemin Swallowfield and
Ri sel ey, which suffers from excessive surface and ground water

i ngress during heavy rainfall The punping station on Swallowfield
Street and the associated rising nains often cannot cope with the
vol umes of stormwater received and the wet wells frequently need to
be punped out into tankers. Many residents in Swallowfield regularly
suffer fromrestricted toilet use and | am concerned that the
connection of yet nore housing to the foul sewer system w thout
addressi ng these serious issues, would be unacceptabl e. These

probl ens have been raised with Thames Water, but there appears to be
no budget available for systeminprovenents.



