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COWENTS:

I wish to point out that a great deal of infrastructure is needed to
cope with the influx of people which the building of extra houses
wWill create. This applies particularly to

- Sewage - already inadequate, regularly requiring renoval by
tanker. - Flooding potential - the proposed mtigation schene

i ncludes runoff pipes which are bel ow the high water |evel

- Road networks - overcrowded

- Primary School provision - non existent

- Doctors' surgery - already signficantly overstretched

- Bus service - very limted, not guaranteed into the future and not
sufficient to nake it a practical alternative to nost car journeys

- Retail - the one small shop is too basic to avoid nost shopping
trips being by car; and it is too expensive for anyone in social
housi ng.

- Community cohesion - damaged by the scattering of primary aged
pupils to any school which happens to have a space' and the | ack of
facilities inevitable in a village but |less than residents expect in
the suburb it is becomn ng

CP4: Infrastructure Requirenents

- The new housi ng al ready and the proposed devel opnents are
overwhel mi ng the already overl oaded infrastructure.

oDespite official platitudes, nost Swallowfield residents are aware
of the inadequate sewage situation, already under strain with the
exi sting population. This already needs to be urgently addressed.

o0 The tanker punping away the excess is already a regul ar feature of
Swal l owfield Street.

oThe low lying nature of this proposed site neans that flooding is
likely at tinmes of high run-off, as the proposed pi pes are bel ow
high water |evel

- Qur road network is inadequate even for the current vol une of
traffic. From7.20 till 8.50, it can take half an hour to clear the
Three Mle Cross mini roundabout traffic. The alternative is to add
to journey distance by trying to join the dual carriageway at the
Ri sel ey/ Wl | i ngt on estate roundabout, but the queues there nake this
al so a sl ow bottl eneck

- Crucially, there is no primary School in Swallowfield parish.
Since one-formentry Lanbs Lane is at capacity fromchildren |iving
much nearer than Swallowfield, every prinmary age child in the

pari sh
should qualify for free school transport - a very expensive option
for the borough - as every school is nore than 3 niles away.

o0 The current de facto situation will becone de jure when the new
plan to abolish school catchnents and rely totally on straight line
di stance, with priority given to those nearest the school. A

Swal owfield parish child is always going to be on the end of the
list and will often not get a place.



0As well as being beyond the 3 mile 'wal king distance' laid down in
DfFE statute, no primary school outside of Reading town centre can be
reached by public transport.

o0 The spreadi ng out of our children over nultiple schools is
breaki ng down comunity cohesion and being detrinental to

wel | - bei ng.

- Wil e possibly beneficial in one way for the one small |ocal shop,
its site and nature are i nadequate to provide for the needs of the
new residents, hence travel outside of Swallowfield, using the

i nadequate road network, will be the norm

- Qur bus service is only hourly, goes only to and from Readi ng and
is not guaranteed for the future. It cannot therefore take the place
of nmost car journeys and nakes it an unstainable |ocation for anyone
wi thout a car, or short of nobney to run one.

- W have a good village hall but the facilities were not designed
nor are they adequate to cope with a suburban, as opposed to
vil | age,

popul ati on; again necessitating car journeys and |owering quality of
life for the new residents.

- The surgery is already overstretched with well over the nunber of
patients per doctor considered viable; and it is very difficult to
see how it can cope with the influx. Yet why should new | oca
residents have to travel (by car ) to distant surgeries?

CP 6: Managi ng Travel Denand

This has al ready been nentioned above, as all the parts are
intertwined. | really cannot see how the road network is going to
cope; we already feel 'nmarooned' at certain tinmes of the day.

W suffer from

- I nadequate public transport to get to work or leisure activities.
- therefore the narrow road network will cone under even greater
pressure.

CP1: 11 Denonstrate how they support opportunities for reducing the
need to travel, particularly by private car in line with CP6.

- This has been covered above and is a very inportant factor in this
sem rural area with local services inadequate for this influx.

CP2: B Children, young people and famlies, including the
co-ordination of services to neet their needs.

The housing is nost likely to attract young famlies, but the only
service within acceptable (though still driving) reach is Cakbank
secondary school

- As nmentioned in CP4 and CP1: 11 above, there is no primary Schoo
in Swal lowfield and no school within the 2 nmile radius under 8s are
supposed to travel and also no prinmary school within the 3 nile
radi us 8 year olds and over are expected to be able to travel.

- The najority of services lie outside Swallowfield and this

vel opment woul d not increase any of the anenities within
Swal | owfi el d.



- All the points nmade above, especially about |ack of services and
public transport, nake this an unsatisfactory |ocation for

af f ordabl e housing, unless WBC is prepared to invest very
significantly in the local area - and | think this is beyond their
financial means.

| therefore ask that theses aspects are given very serious
consi derati on before yet another devel opnent is built to overs
tretch still furth rour already creaking or non-existent services.



