










Developed Lane; Sealed Surface  

The site is dominated by an area of developed land, comprising a tarmac carpark. This area of 
developed land is in moderate condition, with numerous areas of superficial damage recorded 
throughout the habitat. No areas of significant damage and no encroaching vegetation was 
recorded. 

Developed land; sealed surface does not provide any suitable foraging, commuting, or resting 
opportunities for GCN. As such, this habitat has negligible potential to support individuals or 
populations of GCN. 

Several piles of construction material are present throughout the tarmac carpark. These materials 
are all raised on pallets, and as such, offer limited refugia or hibernacula opportunities.  

Bare Ground 

Areas of bare ground are present along the western, eastern, and southern boundaries of the 
tarmac car park. These areas comprise predominantly bare earth (which accounts for 85% of the 
ground cover), with scattered patches of hardy vegetation. The vegetation is sparse in character 
and is low-lying, with an average height of 20cm-30cm recorded during the survey. Recorded 
species include bramble Rubus fruticosus (approximately 75% of the species composition), garden 
privet Ligustrum ovalifolium, creeping buttercup Ranunculus repens, caper spurge Euphorbia 
lathyris, ground ivy Glechoma hederacea, common ivy Helix hedera, and Oregon grape Berberis 
aquifolium.  

Whilst the vegetation may offer some low-value foraging opportunities for GCN, the sparse 
character and short sward height of the vegetation limit the opportunities presented by this habitat. It 
is considered that the areas of bare earth would not provide suitable protective cover to allow 
amphibians to commute through this habitat.  

Overall, it is anticipated that the areas of bare earth do not provide suitable foraging, commuting, or 
resting opportunities for GCN. As such, this habitat has negligible potential to support individuals or 
populations of GCN. 

Individual Trees 

Six individual trees are present on site, comprising a young ash, two young ornamental cypress, two 
ornamental semi-mature cherry, and a young sycamore.  

The trees on site do not offer any suitable foraging or commuting opportunities for GCN or common 
amphibians. However, amphibians are known to hibernate or rest in the ground around tree roots. 
As such, should individual amphibians be able to access the site, they may utilise the root systems 
of the trees to hibernate.  

The trees on site are located within areas of bare ground. Given the sparse and low-lying nature of 
the vegetation surrounding the trees, it is anticipated that there is significantly limited connectivity 
between the trees on site and areas of suitable habitat within the wider landscape to support 









Recommendations 

Due to the small scale and localised nature of the proposals, in combination with the low value of 
the terrestrial habitats to be lost, it is anticipated that there should be no negative impacts to GCN 
on site. As such, it is considered that further surveys or licensing would be disproportionate to the 
scale of the works. 

As the site falls within a GCN Habitat Zone (Red), reasonable avoidance measures should be 
implemented during the construction phase to ensure that, in the unlikely event GCN are able to 
access the site, they are not injured by the works. Reasonable avoidance measures which should 
be implemented in this case include: 

• A toolbox talk will be delivered by a GCN licensed ecologist to the Site Manager and all site 
operatives prior to commencement of work within the site. The toolbox talk will detail the 
protection measures required during construction, and will induct contractors on the potential to 
encounter GCN and other protected species such as reptiles, amphibians, birds and 
hedgehogs, where they may be found, what they look like, the legal protection afforded and 
best practice methodologies. 

• A laminated summary of the identification of GCN will be provided for the Site Office with 
contact numbers of a licensed GCN ecologist to contact if any are found. 

• All works which may impact great crested newt should be undertaken during the day and in 
suitable weather conditions (above 10ºC, light breeze, and dry). 

• No existing hibernacula (deadwood, fallen trees, brash piles etc) with the potential to support 
hibernating GCN can be disturbed during the months of November to January. Hibernacula that 
fall within the designated works area will either need to be fenced off during this period, or they 
will need to be identified, dismantled and moved off-site under ECoW supervision outside of 
these critical months to ensure that hibernating individuals are not disturbed. No potential 
hibernacula were identified on site during the habitat walkover survey. 

• Should any tree removal take place during the amphibian hibernation period (November - 
February inclusive), this should be supervised by a suitably qualified ECoW. When removing 
trees, once the main part of the tree has been cut down, the base of the trunk should be 
carefully lifted using a digger with an ecologist present to check under the roots to ensure no 
amphibians are present. If they are, the ecologist will be able to move the individual(s) to a 
more suitable habitat away from the works. 

• In order to prevent creating suitable refuges for amphibians during construction, all stored 
materials should be raised off the ground on pallets or skids. Aggregates, such as gravel or 
sand, must be delivered in bulk bags and stored on palettes;  

• Any vegetation on site will be maintained at a short sward height (sward <100mm) until 
construction commences to maintain the sub-optimal nature of the habitats on site for 
amphibians. Should the vegetation grow to longer than 30cm in height, they will be cleared via 
a two-stage cut under supervision by a suitably qualified ecologist. This will involve strimming 
under the careful supervision of a suitably qualified ecologist during temperatures above 10ºC. 




