PLANNI NG REF . 260353
PROPERTY ADDRESS : 1 Wards Cross Cottages
: The Street, Hurst, Berkshire

: RG10O 0ODD
SUBM TTED BY : Mss Carole Loftus
DATE SUBM TTED . 23/ 02/ 2026

COWENTS:

agricultural land. This land should be preserved for its
agricultural potential, contributing to |local food security and the
| ong-term

sustainability of the area. This devel opnent is not in accordance
with principles of sustainable | and use and contradicts policies
aimed at protecting agricultural |and.

Concl usi on:

For the reasons outlined above, | strongly object to this planning
application. W urge the Planning Authority to refuse perm ssion for
this developnent, as it will cause significant and irreversible harm
to the setting of heritage assets, the special character of the
village, the environnent, and the |local comunity. W request that
the Pl anning Authority give due consideration to our concerns and
refuse this application

This objection is subnmitted agai nst planning application 260353 for
5 - 7 new hones. W strongly object to this application on the
grounds that it will cause significant and unacceptable harmto the
| ocal environnment and heritage assets, as well as inpact the specia
character of the village of Hurst. The following itens outlay this
in nore detail:

1. Harmto the Setting of Heritage Assets and Area of Specia

Char acter:

The proposed devel opnent site is |located within an area of specia
character, and its devel opnent will irreparably danmage the setting
of several inportant heritage assets. The application fails to
adequat el y denonstrate how the proposed devel opnent will nmitigate
the negative inpact on the historic environnent.

2. Previous Rejection and Unsuitability for Devel opnent:

This is not the first tine devel opnent has been proposed for this
site. A previous application was rejected in 2024 on the grounds
that the site was not a suitable allocation for devel opnent. The
reasons for this previous rejection remain valid and apply equally
to this current proposal

3. Inpact on Grade Il Listed Buildings:

The proposed devel opnent, particularly the introduction of new
housing, will severely underm ne the setting and significance of
nearby Grade Il listed buildings. The visual intrusion and potentia
for increased traffic and noise pollution will detract fromthe
historic character and tranquil setting of these inportant heritage
assets.

4. \Vegetation Loss and | npact on Green Route Enhancenent Area:

The proposed new entry road necessitates significant vegetation

| oss, directly inpacting the designated Green Route Enhancenent

area. This |loss of established vegetation will conpronmi se the visua
anenity, biodiversity, and ecol ogical value of the area, contrary to
| ocal planning policies designed to protect and enhance green



spaces.

5. Rel evance of Previous Refusals on Hognore Lane:

A previous application was refused on Hognore Lane in 1999. The
reasons for refusal at that time, which included concerns about the
size not being suitable for a normal infill site, the site would

i mpact the sem -rural character, and devel opnent woul d be hugely
visible and create an urban feel, renmain highly relevant today and
shoul d be considered seriously in the assessnment of this
application.

6. Inpact on Village Character and Views:
The proposed devel opnent will significantly alter the specia
character of the village and irrevocably danage the open views
across the green fields. The introduction of new housing and
associated infrastructure will disrupt the rural vista and erode
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| ocal planning policies designed to protect and enhance green
spaces.

5. Rel evance of Previous Refusals on Hognore Lane:

A previous application was refused on Hognore Lane in 1999. The
reasons for refusal at that time, which included concerns about the
size not being suitable for a normal infill site, the site would
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application.

6. Inpact on Village Character and Views:

The proposed devel opnent will significantly alter the specia
character of the village and irrevocably danage the open views
across the green fields. The introduction of new housing and
associated infrastructure will disrupt the rural vista and erode
the visual anenity enjoyed by residents and visitors alike. This
will

fundanmental | y change the character of this cherished | andscape.

7. Site Drainage and Fl oodi ng Concerns:

The site has a history of flooding and is known to have existing
drai nage i ssues. The proposed devel opnent, with its associ ated
increase in inperneable surfaces, risks exacerbating these existing
probl ens, potentially leading to increased flood risk for existing
properties and causi ng environnental damage. The application fails
to adequately address these concerns and provide a robust sol ution
to manage surface water runoff.

8. Agricultural Land and Sustainable Land Use:

The proposed devel opnent would result in the | oss of val uable
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