
Tel: (0118) 974 6000
Email: development.control@wokingham.gov.uk
Date: 30 September 2026
My ref: LA/CA/261824

Ms Sarah Duckworth
Duckworths Arboriculture Ltd.
Glebelands Bungalow
Mildenhall
Marlborough
SN8 2LR 

Dear Ms Sarah Duckworth,

SECTION 211 NOTIFICATION OF WORK TO TREES WITHIN THE WOKINGHAM TOWN 
CENTRE CONSERVATION AREA
APPLICATION NUMBER: 261824
LOCATION: 10-12 DENMARK STREET, WOKINGHAM, RG40 2BB

With reference to your notification which was received and validated on the 26 August 2026, I 
am writing to advise you that Wokingham Borough Council raises no objections to the proposed 
tree works being undertaken as specified within the Wokingham Town Centre Conservation 
Area. 

Proposed works: 
G005 two Sycamores and two Horse Chestnuts 

• Remove epicormic growth, crown lift to provide 4–5m clearance over parking bays and 
reduce the western crown overhang by 1–1.5m.

G007 Sycamores, Pedunculate Oaks and Horse Chestnuts 
• fell to ground level.

G008 Common Ash and Sycamores 
• crown lift to provide 4m clearance over the car park and top at 3m to retain as screening.

Reasons stated for works: 
G005 – Linear group of off-site trees growing directly adjacent to breeze block boundary wall. 
Hairline crack visible in wall. Ivy clad stems. Base and trunks obscured by ivy and vegetation. 
Combined crowns create a single canopy profile. Foliage dense and even. Low branches to 1m 
restrict access over parking areas. (p 13)

G007 - Young saplings seeded in narrow strip between car parks and growing through iron fence. 
Poor form trees having been cut back on many occasions in the past. Young trees with the 
potential for significant future growth - unsustainable in this location
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G008 – For screening car park and canopy clearance over car park. 

(Ref: Duckworths Arboriculture Ltd., Arboricultural Report Tree Condition Survey #07044, July 
2026, pages 13-14)

Officer comments: 

Trees under Tree Protection Order, ref TPO-1661-2018

As referenced in the Arboricultural Report Tree Condition Survey submitted with the application, 
the following trees listed below will not be processed within this section 211 Notification of Work 
to Trees within the Wokingham Town Centre Conservation Area. 

G1 - Horse Chestnut (Aesculus hippocastanum) and Sycamore (Acer pseudoplatanus) on 
Wokingham Borough Council’s website and identified numerically below in the submitted 
Arboricultural Report:  

T006 Horse Chestnut 
• pollard back to previous reduction points by 3–4m, remove epicormic growth and crown 

lift to provide 4m clearance

G2 - 2 x Sycamore (Acer pseudoplatanus), 1 x Oak (Quercus sp.), 1 x Horse Chestnut 
(Aesculus hippocastanum) and identified numerically below in the submitted 
Arboricultural Report:  

T001 Horse Chestnut 
• remove epicormic growth, sever ivy and crown lift to provide 4m clearance.

T003 Pedunculate Oak 
• sever ivy, remove epicormic growth, crown lift to provide 4m clearance and remove 

split/broken branch.

T004 Sycamore 
• fell to ground level.

These trees above will not be processed because they are protected by TPO-1661-2018. 
Proposed works for TPO trees must be arranged via a separate tree works application (TWA). 
A tree works application should be submitted via the Planning Portal. Tree works applications 
are free at the point of delivery, and once your application is received it will be validated (if all 
the details are correct). A Tree Officer will then assess the protected TPO trees, after which you 
will receive a decision. Please note that the removal of deadwood is exempted work and does 
not require the Council’s consent.

The proposed works to G005, G007, and G008 are acceptable as the works will allow 
clearance over parking bays that are currently restricted by low branches or remove self-seeded 
trees that are unsuitable in their current location. The proposed work for G005, G007 and G008 
will not adversely affect the visual amenity of the Conservation Area. G005, G007 and G008 do 

https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.planningportal.co.uk%2F&data=05%7C02%7CLindsey.Abbott%40wokingham.gov.uk%7Ce3d6efdafb6d4cb61a0408df194ba0c3%7C996ee15c0b3e4a6f8e65120a9a51821a%7C0%7C0%7C639257485338127546%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=YxNT5KvbnkTtUTVGgrJy07Ce5XEAcpVHsc7tpHLZnaM%3D&reserved=0


not meet the criteria for inclusion in a Tree Preservation Order at this time. The Wokingham 
Borough Council therefore raises no objections to the proposed works.

The applicant should note:
The Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 protects wild birds, their eggs and nests.  Trees with 
hollow crevices, for example, provide important natural roost sites for many bat species covered 
by the 1981 Act.  Anyone proposing to carry out work on a tree which may be used as a roost 
site for bats or by other protected species should first consult Natural England Berkshire, Office 
Block A, Government Buildings, Coley Avenue, Coley Park, Reading, Berkshire, RG1 6DT.  Tel: 
0118 958 1222, fax: 0118 939 2183 or http://www.naturalengland.org.uk/.
 
Works to trees during the nesting season (generally March – August) may result in disturbance 
to nesting birds. All birds’ nests that are either in use or being built, eggs and chicks are protected 
by the 1981 Act. Nevertheless, works can take place to trees and hedgerows during bird nesting 
season after a thorough inspection has taken place on the site by a qualified specialist, e.g., tree 
surgeon or ecologist before any works commencing to ensure nesting birds or other wildlife are 
not disturbed. However, it is strongly recommended to undertake vegetation or tree works 
outside this period to prevent the risk of disturbing nesting birds or other wildlife.

Informatives: 

1) You are advised that, in accordance with Part 4, 17 (4) of The Town and Country Planning 
(Tree Preservation) (England) Regulations 2012, this decision is valid for one pruning 
operation (as per the approved specifications) to be undertaken within two years from the 
date of this notice, after which date the consent lapses and a new Section 211 Notification 
will be required.

2) You are advised that this letter is in respect of the Conservation Area only and it does not 
imply that consent would be forthcoming from the owner of the tree(s) or any such other 
persons from whom consent may be required. 

If we can be of any further assistance, please contact the Tree and Landscape Officer via 
development.control@wokingham.gov.uk.

Yours sincerely,

Chris Hannington - Trees and Landscape Team Manager

CC: Mr. and Mrs. Bond, Flat 1, Horton Street, London, W8 4NR

http://www.naturalengland.org.uk/


Please note that your attention is drawn to the following information:  

Bird Nesting Season and Presence of Bat Roosts
In accordance with the Wildlife and Countryside Act (1981) and Countryside Rights of Way Act 
(2000), consideration must be given to the timing and type of tree work operations, to avoid 
causing disturbance to any nesting birds or bat roosts that may be present within the tree(s). 

The Act makes it an offence (subject to exceptions) to intentionally kill, injure, or take, possess, 
or trade in any wild animal listed, and prohibits interference with places used for shelter or 
protection, or intentionally disturbing animals occupying such places. 

It is advised that all non-urgent major tree work and hedge cutting operations are undertaken at 
a time to avoid disturbing nesting birds during the breeding season (to which the bird nesting 
season is considered to be from March to July). Where bats are suspected to be present, it is 
recommended that advice first be sought from a licenced bat specialist and if appropriate, the 
relevant licence(s) be obtained before any major tree work or hedge cutting commences.

Further information can be found at the following:

DEFRA (Department for the Environment Food and Rural Affairs) 
Tel: 08459 33 55 77 or by email at helpline@defra.gsi.gov.uk
Website: www.defra.gov.uk/

Natural England
Tel: 0845 600 3078 or by email at enquiries@naturalengland.org.uk
Website: www.naturalengland.org.uk

Bat Conservation Trust
Tel: 0845 1300 228 or by email at enquiries@bats.org.uk
Website: www.bats.org.uk

Forestry Act 1967 and Felling Licences
If it proposed to fell a tree or trees greater than 5 cubic metres or sell more than 2 cubic metres 
of timber in any calendar quarter, a Felling Licence from the Forestry Authority may be 
required. 

Please note that Felling Licences are not required to remove trees from domestic (residential) 
gardens. Where you are the landowner of large pieces of land with numerous trees, 
clarification from the Forestry Commission may be required as to whether a Felling licence is 
needed.

For more information on Felling Licences, please speak to the Woodland Officer at the Forestry 
Commission on 01296 696543

Further Information can be found on the Forestry Commission Website:www.forestry.gov.uk
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