
Statement of Community Involvement 

 

252896 Brookfield Farm, Old Wokingham Road, Crowthorne, Wokingham, RG40 

3BU - proposed change of use of land to a natural burial ground 

 

The applicant is committed to ongoing community involvement that is: 

• Tailored to its purpose – i.e. it is based on a clear understanding of the needs of 

the community and reflects their requirements. 

• Accessible to the communities concerned – i.e. the right methods of consultation 

are used. 

• A continuing process, with opportunities for on-going involvement. 

• Transparent (no hidden agendas) and inclusive for all. 

• Well thought out and planned, rather than ‘ad hoc’. 

• Followed by feedback on participation as decisions are made. 

• Regarded as satisfactory by participants from all sections of the community. 

 

 

To help inform the application the applicant has liaised with: 

• Reverend Father Daniel McAvoy - The local Parish Priest and Co-ordinating 

Pastor for the South Berkshire area; copy of his letter of wholehearted support 

for the application at APPENDIX 1 

• The Natural Death Centre, Registered Charity number. 1091396 in terms of 

best practice for: 

1. How to set up a natural burial ground 

2. Future Sustainability of natural burial grounds 

 

• – active Church parishioner – who has engaged with various 

church congregations to discuss their wish list and comments for a Natural 

Burial ground 

• Reverend Father  runs Christian churches 

in Romania and works closely with Reverend Father Daniel McAvoy. 

Reverend Father  and his superior Bishop have taken an active 

involvement with the application as it has developed; they are keen to build 

the pavilion chapel building with existing church funds. They are in full 







Additional Need and support justification for the proposed development 

 

Ai response in italics below to “Is there a shortage of burial space in 

wokingham?” 

As of the most recent local reports and council records, Wokingham Borough (in Berkshire, 

UK) has been facing pressure on burial space, though it’s not yet described as a full-blown 

“shortage.” Here’s a summary of the situation: 

        Current Status of Burial Space in Wokingham 

• Existing cemeteries nearing capacity: 

Wokingham Town Council manages Wokingham Cemetery on Reading Road, which 

has been in use since the 1880s. Available grave plots there have become increasingly 

limited, especially for traditional (full-body) burials. 

• Cremation and ashes plots more common: 

Because of limited land, many local councils — Wokingham included — have 

encouraged cremation and interment of ashes rather than traditional burials.  

 

• New sites under review: 

The Wokingham Borough Council has periodically reviewed options for extending 

cemetery capacity or creating additional burial land. However, finding suitable, 

affordable sites that meet environmental and planning requirements has proven 

difficult. 

    Wider Context 

This issue isn’t unique to Wokingham — many towns in southern England have been facing 

similar challenges due to: 

• Rising population and housing development pressures 

• Limited available land within urban areas 

• Increasing maintenance costs for older cemeteries 

 

 

    What This Means for Residents 

If you’re planning ahead or arranging a burial: 

• Explore nearby alternatives, such as Henley Road Cemetery (Reading) or sites 

managed by surrounding parishes. 

• Consider cremation or woodland/natural burials, which have more sustainable options 

available. 



 

 

 

Wokingham has a lower proportion of males and females aged 20-34 and 55-74 

when compared to the national average and a higher proportion of males and 

females aged 5-14 and 40-54. Additionally, there is a higher proportion of males 

aged 75+ when compared to the national average. 

 

 

 




