PLANNI NG REF . 261171

PROPERTY ADDRESS : The Croft

W ki pedia states that 'Swallowfield is a village and civil parish in
the Woki ngham district'. Wki ngham Borough Council seens determ ned
to turn Swallowfield froma village into a town as it appears to
accept all planning applications for the village.

H ghway safety

| have grave concerns regardi ng hi ghway safety. The nmin access
roads are Charlon Lane and Trowes Lane with a speed Iimt of 60 nph.
They are narrow rural roads used frequently by |ocal residents,
agricultural vehicles, horse riders, cyclists and pedestri ans.
Visibility can be challenging in places and passing opportunities
are limted. | currently walk ny dogs along these roads and like
many others am often forced into ditches or uncut verges by existing
road traffic. They have few passing places and unsuitable for |arge
vehicles. | wote to the council last year asking for the speed
limt to be reduced to 30nph but this was rejected.

Traffic along these roads is going to increase when 81 properties
are built on land west of Trowes Lane (planning application
260069) and 79 on |land east of Trowes Rd (planning application
252430 for which the target deternmination is due by 30th June 2026

In addition this proposal would introduce five pernanent residentia
pitches together with associ ated vehicle novenents, visitors,
service vehicles, including regular septic tank vehicles,

del i veries and

| arger caravan-related traffic. The delivery and regul ar novenent of
| arge static accomodation units and heavy tow ng equi pnent cannot
be physically accommpdated within a single-track width. This would
inevitably increase activity on roads that are not designed for
significant |evels of devel opnent.

The visibility, when exiting the proposed site, is poor wth bends
in either direction on Trowes Lane.

The narrow wi dth of the single-track | anes serving this site also
presents a severe operational hazard to energency service vehicles,
putting lives at risk

Local anenities

Schooling - Swallowfield does not have an infant or junior school
Children are unable to gain places at the school in Spencers Wod as
the popul ation has increased in that area and children have to
attend schools nmuch further afield. They lack |Iocal playmates and
parents have to transport themto school, increasing traffic on

| ocal roads.

Medical - The GP surgery is over capacity and there are long waits
for appoi ntnents.

Shops - There is one snall store with post office, which is
insufficient for the village.

Travel | er devel opnment wi t hi n Wki ngham Bor ough
The application does not adequately consider the cunul ative inpact
of traveller developnent in the wider area. Existing traveller



sites already exist within the southern part of Wki ngham Bor ough
and

addi tional provision is proposed through the energing Local Plan
process which is in advanced stages prior to bei ng adopt ed.

The Council should carefully assess whether further traveller
developnent in this locality would alter the character of the area
and place additional pressure on local infrastructure. Wiilst |
recogni se the need for traveller accomobdation, this need should be
met through appropriate | ocations identified through the plan-Ied
process rather than through pi eceneal devel opnent in sensitive
countrysi de

| ocati ons.

There al so appears to be a recent trend on sone new traveller sites
for hones to be rented out to non-travellers, rather than occupied
by the traveller community. If the application is approved, there
shoul d be a specific clause to ay that only traveller comunities
are allowed to reside there. Oherwise it will be a traveller site
in nanme only.

Travel l er pitch provision

The pl anning application clains that the site is well distanced from
any nei ghbouring | and uses which is incorrect. It is sited

i medi ately adjacent to a site planning application for 79 houses

(pl anni ng application 252430).

The proposed devel opnent conprises five traveller pitches together
with static caravans, touring caravans, day roons, parking areas,
har dst andi ng, boundary treatnents and associated infrastructure.
The applicant places significant reliance on the current shortfal
in traveller pitch provision within the borough. However, this does
not automatically nake every countryside site suitable for

devel opnent.

The Pl anning Policy for Traveller Sites, paragraph 26 states that
travel |l er devel opnent in the open countryside should be "very
strictly limted"

Site occupancy

The application lists 5 plots which include:

-1 static nobile honme with 2 bedroons with potential for 4+
occupant s

-1 touring caravan with potential for 4+ occupants

-1 day room which includes a bathroom and coul d be used as a
separate dwelling with potential for 4+ occupants.

This could nean that there could be 12 people living on each pitch
a total of 60 people on the small site. There are also 2 parking
spaces per plot, but if there are nultiple famlies living on the
site there are going to be many nore cars.

Cunul ati ve devel opnent

The planning statenment clains that the site is well distanced from
any nei ghbouring |and but the site is opposite the 81 properties to
be built on | and west of Trowes Lane (planning application

260069) and 79 properties on |and east of Trowes Lane (pl anning
application 252430 which is to be approved on 30th June 2026.



The application site occupies a proninent and highly visible
position at the junction of Charlton Lane and Trowes Lane. As shown
on the submtted l|ocation plan, the site has extensive frontage to
both roads and forns an inportant part of the rural character of
this area.

The Charlton Lane/ Trowes Lane area is rural in nature and this
devel opnment woul d erode the character. So, the Council should
consider the cunul ative effect of this proposal al ongside other
devel opnent pressures in the vicinity.

Fl oodi ng and drai nage

The applicant's own Planning Statenent identified a history of
surface water flooding affecting the site. Wilst a Flood Risk
Assessnent has been submitted, the theoretical nodelling may not
reflect actual conditions experienced locally during wet winters
which are increasing in frequency and severity. The fields al ong
Charlton Lane frequently experience standing water and seasona
flooding during the winter nonths. Waterl ogged ground conditions are
common and drai nage ditches regularly carry substantial vol unes of
surface water.

Rai sing the static caravans above ground level will not nmitigate for
floodi ng around the dwellings with possible flooding of residents
bel ongi ngs, cars and sewer systens with potential for health and

saf ety concerns

The sewer systemin the area is already overl oaded. Recently sewer
tankers had to renove waste in the village nanually over a
significant period-of-tine as the system does not have the capacity
to deal with even the existing network. This caused trave

di sruption for weeks and will happen nore frequently when the new
devel opnents are built.

There is no direct access to services: Water, waste water,
electricity and mains gas. As noted in the applications for the 81&
79 houses on Trowes Lane, the local anenities are already over
stretched/ full prior to the building of these 160 dwel |l i ngs.

The nearest water main is 320m away. The CIL form appears to have
not been conpleted section 4 for CIL liability assessnent due to
superfluous answers to ¢ and d in question 2, resulting in skipping
to question 8, which seens to avoid the issue.

Vegetation and wildlife

The applicant also notes that existing vegetation will be disturbed
to allow the devel opnent to be built, this, raises concerns that any
screeni ng of the devel opnent will be reduced or non-existent. This
countryside area is outside the settlenent boundary and should be
subject to countryside protection policies.

Exi sting habitats for wildlife would be conprom sed; the deer and
bird popul ation has been greatly reduced in recent years. There are
nesting ows, kestrels and bats in the area.

Recommendat i on
I would ask the council to seriously consider the cunulative effect



of the nunerous planning applications on the residents of
Swal lowfield village and not approve this planning application
Thi s should be
di scussed and voted on at a neeting of the Planning Conmittee open
to the public, not by Planning O ficers.
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