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INFORMATIVE 261498 Sonning House Pearson Road Sonning

The application site for this proposed development falls within an area of archaeological significance
and has potential for Medieval remains. This is due to its proximity to early Medieval Sonning,
including a 7t century religious foundation. An early-Medieval inhumation burial site, containing at
least 30 individuals, dated to the 10" and 11t centuries, was uncovered during works at The Bull
¢.125m to the west. C.90m to the east, further Medieval evidence — pottery and a pit — were found
during a Watching Brief at Pearson Road, whilst both Medieval and Roman evidence found c145m
east at Greendown. Both of which suggest that Medieval evidence may extend further east than the
proposal site. There is potential for artefacts related to the early origins of Sonning to remain
underground. Further information regarding the archaeology in the area can be found online at

https://www.heritagegateway.org.uk/gateway/

There is a potential for archaeological remains, including human remains, to be damaged by any
necessary ground disturbance, therefore you are requested to inform Berkshire Archaeology as soon
as possible if any artefacts are discovered.

Should human remains be encountered, there is a legal requirement to contact the coroner, and
such remains may not be disturbed without obtaining a Ministry of Justice licence. In this case,
therefore, we would also recommend contacting an archaeology consultancy for assistance. We, at
Berkshire Archaeology, should also be informed and can advise on next steps to be taken.

For other artefacts it is helpful if you can email us of details of the context of the find, along with a
photograph of the artefact, including something in the shot to help give an idea of scale.

Details of archaeological finds will be added to our Historic Environment Record (HER), an online
database of local archaeological sites, finds, and historic buildings within our area, which includes
Bracknell Forest, Reading, Slough, Windsor and Maidenhead, and Wokingham.

Our contact details are included above.
Many thanks

Linden Ellicott
Archaeology Officer

Berkshire Archaeology is part of Reading Borough Council’s Museum and Town Hall Services and provides
historic environment advice to the five unitary authorities of Bracknell Forest Council, Reading Borough Council,
Royal Borough of Windsor and Maidenhead, Slough Borough Council and Wokingham Borough Council. This
response relates solely to buried archaeological heritage; the Council’s Conservation or Built Heritage Officer
should be consulted for any matters relating to the historic built environment.
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