PLANNI NG REF . 261624
PROPERTY ADDRESS : West Hope
: Wards Cross, Hurst, Berks

. RGLOODS
SUBM TTED BY . M Geoffrey Manning
DATE SUBM TTED : 23/07/2026
COWENTS:
Dear Sirs

I wish to strongly object to this revised, slight of hand ,variation
to an existing Appeal 6011047 which has yet to be determi ned by the
I nspectorate. This variation is typical of the duplicitous previous
applications submtted by Shorewood Hones, in the hope of
obfuscation and the hope of getting sone sort of permi ssion to
start building on various parts of the site without any details of
what they propose to do with the renmi nder

this field is outside the Developnent Limits on the Local Plan. It
is too large a site to be considered as an Infill Site and contrary
to all the WBC Policies, CPl, 9,&11. As long ago as 1999 the

I nspector ruled the site as too large an area to be classified as"

infill", Nothing has changed here.
Indeed the fi eld has been identified on the old maps and renains
and naintains its historic shape , anci ent hedges and mature

trees, These have been the subject of nuch investigation by previous
inspectors. It is a pastoral site , devoid of any devel opnent or

I and i nprovenent, and is indeed a joy to behold at any tine of the
year. Furthernore during the winter rains and inevitable flooding
the cause of nuch local speculation as to how long the fl ood waters
will remain. The hedgerows are of course the natural breeding ground
for a great variety of wild life and natures food chain, which are
further

enhanced by t he phased grazing of the field by Dexter cattle and
then sheep . The sheep of course being able to crop the grass to a

| ower |evel than cattle.

There are various ol der buildings bounding the site which give a
very good picture of the local vernacular and thus the Hurst Area
of Special Character. Any nodern building would destroy this
picture, no matter how nuch a devel oper was paid to produce a
suitable nodern building to fit in, it would still be a pastiche
and thus destroy the val ued | andscape.

While there is no direct access to the field for the public, due to
cattle grazing, this area abounds with bridle ways, footpaths, nuch
used by wal kers, riders and cyclists'. They do not cone here to | ook
at nodern devel opnents.

Now, a further note of the great bane of living in Hurst is
flooding. This field floods every winter over a great extent of its
area. There have over the years been various attenpts by devel opers
to arrange for dubious flood assessnent's to be nade, none of which
have stood the very practical test of what to do with the flood

wat er, But one thing we locals all knowis that it runs off the
field into the road systemat Wistly Geen and nost years causes
the road to closed by the

Police & WBC. Sone how none of these so called experts surveys have
ever picked up on this. Quite amazing how they can mss it.

So what does that say about the ill wi sdom on building on such a
field? Could b e the old | and owners were always aware of this
floodi ng and chose to build el sewhere.

As is usual with Shorewood's application's this area is not dealt
with in a proper manner, just left hanging in the hope no one wll
notice. Well, we know and various inspectors have al so picked up on



the inpracticalities of |leaving flood water to sort itself out by
running of f into soneone else's field or the roads.

Now t he roads, should they not be under water are inadequate in size
and mai nt enance.

the situation has worsened over the past few years with the major
devel opnents around t he Woki ngham area with major traffic trying to
get parked in and around Twyford Train station. Every day there are
parked cars between Hurst and the station, WBC do not have a grip of
the situation and have no plans other than paint a few nore double
yellow |lines on our already over burdened roads. There is no way to
put a safe road access into this site, Hognoor Lane is nothing nore
than a lane, it has a large ditch running down its | ength, which
floods, it would require substantial civil engineering to bridge and
woul d thus be another burden for WBC to nmi ntain. Hognoor Lane at
either end is a nightnmare to gain entry and egress to, there is no
provision for a footpath, no street lights, and frombitter
experience, unless you really have to use it, you don't. Previous

i nspectors have already ruled the unsuitably of any new access
points into this field.

There is also the point mssed by a previous expert witness on the
traffic volune of the large anount of farmtraffic along the A321
conbi ne harvesters, very large tractors and trailers going to and
from fromHatch Gate Farm All perfectly reasonable in a rura
area, but they can cause a bit of traffic confusion , especially
with people that nove into this area fromtowns and cities that
have only ever seen a "Chelsea Tractor"

This village can't take any nore devel opnent that will bring nore
traffic.

There is also the lack of any 21st Cinfrastructure in the way of
Doctors, dentists, vets , post office ,shops, apart froma snal
village top up shop to be taken into consideration

Gentl enen, this dubious slight of hand nust fail.
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