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COWENTS:

I wish to object to the planning application Ref 252430 on the basis
that the transport and sustainable travel information provided in
the SLR Residential Travel Plan is nisleading and does not reflect

t he

reality of local conditions. Also, that there are no prinary or
secondary schools within reasonable accessibility fromthe village.

Bus Servi ce:
It is incorrect to state that there is an 'average frequency of four

services an hour', in reality, only one bus to Readi ng per hour
serves the area. |If the report was aining to count novenents in
bot h

directions, this equates to two services per hour, however, one of
them can be discounted, as it is just the sane bus which goes a nile
and a half down the road to Riseley to turn around to cone back

t hrough Swal | owfi el d and onward to Readi ng.

There are no busses to Wki ngham and probably never will be, as the
roads are not suitable for busses in the direction of Wki ngham

The bus tinetable is not suitable for children wishing to travel to
Cakbank school because the avail able services do not align with
school start and finish tines, and the limted hourly frequency
makes the journey inpractical and unreliable for school -age
children. It is also unrealistic for primary age children to get
the bus to Lanbs Lane school, even if they were |ucky enough to be
accept ed.

Cycling conditions:

The application's statenents on cycle journeys and safe cycling
routes are also incorrect. Al routes leaving Swallowfield are
narrow roads with significant blind corners and driver behavi our
frequently

i ncl udes unsafe overtaking on blind bends. | travel these roads
several times a day and regularly witness this. These conditions
make the roads unsafe for famlies, children or teenage cyclists.
never see younger people cycling along these roads, which reflects
the lack of safe infrastructure. Realistically, only experienced
adult cyclists could attenpt these routes and even then with

consi derabl e caution. Wile younger riders can travel along Trowes
Lane towards Riseley, they absolutely cannot cycle to any schools
or to nearby facilities, other than the village itself. There is no
connected, safe cycle network that would allow future residents to
use bicycles for everyday journeys.

Local wal ki ng j our neys:

The wal king route presented in Figure 3.3 is not suitable for
famlies inits current condition. The pavenent is very narrow,
there is no barrier between pedestrians and traffic, therefore with
fast moving traffic the path is unsafe. It is rare to see famlies



using this route for exactly these safety reasons. To make this a
genui nely safe route, there would need to be a substantial upgrade,

i ncludi ng wi dening the pavenent and installing a protective barrier
bet ween pedestrians and vehicles. The application suggests that
future residents could take a '26 nmnute walk to a wi de range of
facilities' but this is not realistic or safe unless those upgrades
are delivered and no such works are proposed. Furthernore, even the
ref erenced

primary school rarely accepts children from Swall owfield, reducing
the practical use of the clainmed wal ki ng access.

School Provi si ons:

| cannot see how the new devel opnment woul d be attractive to
prospective buyers who have families. There are no local prinmary
schools and as previously stated Lanbs Lane rarely accepts children
from Swal | owfi el d.

For secondary schools, Oakbank is too far to walk or cycle safely,
and there is no suitable bus service. There is no bus service to
Bohunt school. While there is a bus from Spencers Wod to Embrook
school, children would need to be driven to and collected fromthe
bus stop every day, nmaking daily travel burdensone. Simlarly,
Yat el ey may

appear doable via car, for those parents who are willing to drive 20
m nutes, but the journey for a child taking the bus takes an hour or
nore each way, naking it tiresome for school children

The di stances to schools and | ack of safe or convenient public
transport make it difficult for children to maintain friendships.
Additionally, these necessary car journeys would increase traffic
volumes in the village, creating further safety and congestion

i ssues.



