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The British Museum proposes the development of 
a second entrance at the northern boundary of its 
Archaeological Research Centre. This addition is 
designed to enhance operational flexibility while 
being sensitively integrated into the surrounding 
landscape.

Context and Background

This proposal is made possible by a recent land 
swap between the British Museum and the 
University of Reading. This mutually beneficial 
arrangement has facilitated the alignment of the 
proposed Cut Bush Lane access road, planned 
by the University of Reading, while also enabling 
the Museum to establish the new entrance. The 
collaboration optimizes site functionality for both 
institutions, ensuring an improved and cohesive 
infrastructure.

Landscape Integration

The landscape proposals are designed to integrate 
the new entrance and access road into the existing 
context, minimizing visual and environmental 
impact. Key components include:

1. Realignment of the security fence: Adjustments to 
the fence will accommodate the new entrance and 
road alignment, and reflect the recent land swap

2. Installation of a new access gate: A secure and 
functional gate will mark the new entrance.

3. Construction of the access road: Designed 
by Alan Baxter Associates, the road will align 
seamlessly with the northern boundary and 
proposed Cut Bush Lane access road.
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4. Regrading of adjacent landscapes: Grading 
adjustments will ensure the road integrates naturally 
with the terrain and facilitates stormwater drainage.

5. Adjustment of paving and kerbs: Localised 
changes will address new grading requirements 
while maintaining accessibility.

6. Re-setting of the smoking shelter: The shelter will 
be repositioned to accommodate minor regrading in 
its vicinity.

Ecological Enhancements

As part of this project, the Museum will create new 
areas of meadow and tree planting, capitalising 
on the opportunities presented by the land swap. 
Previously hard-surfaced areas that were outside 
the Museum’s boundary will be excavated, re-soiled, 
and transformed with native planting to enhance 
biodiversity and ecological value.

The landscape proposals illustrated in this document 
indicate the thoughtful integration of the proposed 
second entrance and access road into the existing 
environment, ensuring minimal disruption while 
delivering operational and ecological benefits. The 
accompanying pages illustrate these proposals in 
detail.
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Views of site area within planning application boundary

SITE PHOTOS
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LOCATION PLAN / 1:2500

LOCATION PLAN - WITH PROPOSED CUTBUSH ACCESS ROAD / 1:2500

EXISTING SITE PLAN / 1:500

DEMOLITION PLAN / 1:200

LANDSCAPE GENERAL ARRANGEMENT PLAN / 1:200

SECTION & ELEVATION - FENCE & GATE
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LOCATION PLAN    1:2500@A1
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LOCATION PLAN - WITH PROPOSED CUTBUSH ACCESS ROAD    1:2500@A1
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EXISTING SITE PLAN    1:500@A1
BM_ARC_SECOND ENTRANCE



08 // INTRODUCTION // SECOND ENTRANCE //  BM_ARC

DEMOLITION PLAN    1:200@A1
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GENERAL ARRANGEMENT PLAN    1:200@A1
BM_ARC_SECOND ENTRANCE



10 // INTRODUCTION // SECOND ENTRANCE //  BM_ARC

SECTION & ELEVATION - FENCE & GATE
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