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Formal Objection to Planning Application lodged with Wokingham Borough Council by Speedy Fuels Ltd



Planning Application Number :  252782



Dear Sir / Madam,



I am writing to formally object in the strongest possible terms to this planning application.



I do so in my capacity as Fishery Manager and one of the two named leaseholders for Charvil Fishing Society, leasing the fishing / access rights to Canberra and Orrel Lakes and 600m of the Old River Loddon in Charvil Country Park.  We are a not for profit organisation which invests all of our remaining limited funds, raised from the angling subscriptions of our members, back into the lakes, the fish stocks and the surrounding county park to the benefit of every member of the local community and other visitors who use the park.  We have held this lease since 2010.



This objection is submitted and should be read in conjunction with my separate main objection letter as well as that submitted by The Fishing Society Chairman and my co leaseholder, Mr Gary Dee and the objection submitted by Fish Legal on our Society’s behalf through our membership of the Angling Trust.



The sole focus of this particular part of my objection is the previous history of the Country Park, the lakes and the use of the site to which this planning application applies as well as the use of what is now the anglers car park next to the site.

In particular, previous planning applications, their refusals and appeals and decisions  from the Secretary of State.



I strongly believe that, despite the time that has passed, these previous planning decisions set a precedent for the current application for the site.  The objections raised at a Parish, Borough, County and National level are just as, if not even more relevant today.  On the 18th December 1987 it was reported that Prince Brothers had lost their appeal to the Secretary of State.  



I would ask that all of the articles I have attached below are read for context and urge that the application is rejected outright.



Yours sincerely



Andy Church

Charvil Fishing Society











February 26th 1976
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March 17th 1978
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March 23rd  1984
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June 22nd 1984
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November 17th 1989
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December 24th 1992
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July 12th 1985

[image: ]

August 1st 1986
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September 18th 1986
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October 2nd 1987
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December 18th 1987
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No county
objection to
workshop at

Twyford

Berkshire County Council
seems 10 be heeding Govern-
ment advice 1o encourage the
expansion of small scale busi-
nessmen.

No strategic objection was
raised at a planning com-
mittee on Tuesday to a
scheme to erect a workshop
building of 502 square metres
in the Old Bath Road, Twy-
ford. It will comprise 260
square metres of industrial
floorspace and 242 square
metres of storage space for a
motor repairs business.

The tenth of a hectare site
is on the south side of the Old
Bath Road, half-a-mile west
of Twyford. Existing prem-
ises total 1,225 square me-
tres.

Although it was not the
type of development usually
considered acceptable in
countryside areas, the scale
of the proposal was not con-
sidered excessive and it was
for the expansion of an exi-
sting business on an existing
site, members agreed.

Government counsel was
that such expansion should
be encouraged unless there
were specific and convincing
objections to it.

Members felt it was for the
District Council to evaluate
the effects of Prince
Brothers' intensified use of
the site on the area’s environ-
ment and amenities.

Car-lorry crash

THIS week Berksh
County Council is a
vertising in the loc
national and ethr
minority press to fi
the person who w
help put the words
its racial equality p
icy into action.

county is looking fo
specialist advisor to set
motion a five-point pol
statement which will enc
rage racial equality in its s
vices and among its wor
force.

Like the race equality p
icy the recruitment of an 2
visor has all-party backir
The decision to employ
specialist was made |
October after councillors h
studied the report of a wor
ing party which investigat
ways of stimulating rac
equality in Berkshire,

In an open letter fro
Conservative, Labour a
Liberal groups published ls
November the three leade

Saunde
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Against
industrial
scheme

PRINCE Brothers have sub-
mitted a planning applica-
tion to Wokingham District
Council for permission to
build industrial units and
offices at their site at Old
Bath Road, Charvil.

Charvil Parish Council is
concerned that this will be an
over-development of the site
and lead to traffic problems
on a narrow stretch of road
so members have written to
the District Council object-
ing to the proposal.

Prince Brothers did not
wish to comment on whether
this plan was linked with any
possible re-development of
the Grove Service Station in
Twyford, which they also
own.
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than ever before.
The other Comets teams,
of which Mr. Bembenek also
sponsors the under 15s, ar
continuing to look for suc-
cess in South Chiltern
Minor League.

Want to
rebuild

PRINCE Brothers, pro-
gmnonm of the Grove "Service

in London Rd, Twy-
ford, have applied to Wo-
kingham District Council for
planning permission to de-
molish the existing building
and erect a new one.

Plans for the new garage
show a showroom where the
existing MoT bay is, and an
I';‘uOT'b.ylm' the left of l?:

ilding. It is ?‘Y'ecud t
the application come be-
fore the planning committee
at m meetm; on October 1.

Prince Brothers’ recent ap-
plication to build industrial
units and offices on their site
in Old Bath Road, Charvil,

has been turned down by the

Giving
blood

TH.E Nation:nl Blood Trans-

fusion Service is holding

session for blood donors at

>

independent; at pres
fic from Church St, a
grave Rd runs mdepn
and traffic from Hig
London Rd runs t
However, if the arms
split it was estimated
junction would be t«
loaded, so it has been
to continue with traf
High St and London

Playgrouj
sale

TWYFORD and R:
Pre-School Play
holding its u::k ‘
good-as-new <
dren’s clothes tonig
day).

The sale is in Lodc
at 7.30 p.u;i. and all |
will go to playgroup

This term the play
continuing torun a g
mothers and toddle

9.30 and 11.30 a.m.

Chemists
open

IN the week comu
Sunday, Savory and
Ltd, of 19, London R
ford will be open outs
mal hours for the di
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Firm loses
appeal

PRINCE Brothers have lost
their appeal 10 the Secretary
of Siate for permission 10
busld industrial wnns bdund
the White Bridge Carage
the Old Bath Road. (“\aml
The main resson for re
fusal was the natural besury
of the area. whach backs omto
& bird sanctuary

M.U. party

BOTH grouss of the Twy
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Concrete
plant
must close

Berkshire County Council's
planning committee has
turned down an application by
Premix to continue to operate
its concrete batching plant at
Oid Bath Road, Charvil
Premix has been given until
September 30 to dismantle the
plant and vacate the site.

Premix had applied to stay
on the site permanently, or on
a temporary basis for seven
yvears, on the grounds that
there was a demand for
premix concrete in the arca
Wokingham District Council
had objected to the appli-
cations

Klate roadv
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Planning objections 1o the
Amey Roadstone concrete
batching plant at Charvil were
built on a “foundat of
sand.” a Department of the
Environment inquiry at Wok-
ingham was told by counsel
representing the plant owners.

This week’s local inquiry
related 1o an appeal by Amey
Roadstone  Corporation
against an enforcement notice
served by Berks County Coun
cil

In the opinion of the
planning authority, the reten-
tion of the batching plant.
inter-related o  adjoining
mineral workings, was
undesirable, as it caused a
“visual intrusion” in an arca
not intended for industrial-
Lype purposs

Counsel for the appellant,
Mr. Bernard Marder, said the
plant had been in use for 17
years without complaints, and
there was no good reason why
‘permanent planning permis-
sion should: be persistently
refused

“There is a clear need for
this facility provided at this
site, and the planning objec-
tions are built on a founda-
tion of sand,” said Mr. Mar-
der

The concrete batching plant
is on a one-acre site between
Charvil and Twyford, on the
south side of the Old Bath
Road (A3032). It adjoins a
worked-out gravel pit which
was operated Irom 1972 by
Hall Aggregates Lid
- Amey Roadstone claimed
there was no relationship
between their batching plant
and the adjoining gravel
works, “ The Amey group have
never worked sand and gravel
in this locality.” said Mr
Marder

RECREATION AREA

Charvil  Parish  Council
have objected to the retention
of the batching plant on
grounds that it intrudes into a
“white area” designated for
recreation, and there is danger
of heavy vehicles on the
narrow twisting road from
Charvil 10 Twyford. and a
hazard arising from a narrow
footpath along the same
stretch of road

Charvil parish councillor
Mr. Roland Hearn pointed
out that the Amey Roadstone
access from the batching plant

STAFFORDS

OF KING ST
Yoaur HONOVER and

was on a stretch of the Old
Bath Road being considered
for extension of the 40mph.

speed limit

But Mr. Marder replied
there had been no traffic accr
dents connected with the use

of the site during the 17 years
the plant had been in opera
tion

For Berks County Council
Mr. Patrick  Chillingworth,
minerals officer, said that as
the adjoining gravel pit was
developed for recreational use
the batching plant and its sur-
roundings  would  become
visually incongruous, distract-
ing from the enjoying from the
enjoyment of the tlooded pits.

Charvil__councillor My,
Margaret Gimblett - speak
ing on behall of residents
said it was regrettable that a
precedent had been set with
permission granted (o ncarby
Prince Brothers, and Leo
Laboratories, for warchous-
ing and industrial use

“They were also against the
wishes of local residents,” said
Mrs. Gimblett.

She declared that condi-
tions had completely changed
since the plant opened |7 years
ago. Increased population and
heavier trallic made the Old
Bath Road between Charvil
and Twyford much more
hazardous, and it was essential
that there should be fewer
heavy lorries using it

Wanted —
pictures of
village
festivities

Got any old snapshots
of past village celebra-
tions, such as Jubilees,
harvest celebrations, VE
Day and May Day? If so,
Twyford and Ruscombe
Local History Society
would like to hear from

you.

Chairman Mr. John
Finch told the Advertiser
this week that the group
proposes to show photo-
graphs of such events at
its annual meeting in
March.

He hopes that local
people will search their
photograph albums and
collections for pictures
wwhinh minht roma under

>
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A woman at tl

Man — and woman -

Blacksmiths are a rare
enough breed nowadays,
but Twyford has one of the
rarest of all. .. a woman

Former craft teacher
Mrs. Brenda Ewins has
taken to the forge and anvil
to become one of the
country’s very few female
smiths.

She and her husband,
college lecturer Dr. David
Ewins, have moved into
the old blacksmith’s house
in Church St and then re-
opened the ancient forge
on January 1

Mrs. Ewins runs the
forge with the help of Mr
Peter Barnes, an experi
enced blacksmith who
lives in Woodley

“I have the artistic train
ing and he has the skill,”
said Mrs. Ewins, who con-
fines herself to making
wrought iron candle-
sticks, plant stands and
other ornaments while
leaving the more practical
work 1o her male
colleague

The Ewins bought the
house 18 months ago and
their original intention
was to find a blacksmith
and open the forge as a
working museum

They advertised and
waited. After about a year
Mrs. Ewins gave up the
idea and decided 1o train
as a blacksmith herself
So, in November last year,
she went on an intensive
one-week training course
at a Wimbledon college of
rural crafts.

“Nobody took me
seriously when | first went
there. | got terrible blisters
and thev thouaht | would

have the place and not run
it as a business,” she said.

It also gives the 35-year-
old former craft teacher
the chance 1o exercise her
artistic flair in her own
highly-specialised  field
and still carry out her more
routine jobs as a wife and
mother. The Ewins have
three children — Sally Ann
(11), Sarah (10) and
Caroline (6).

Unlike Mrs. Ewins, Peter
Barnes (42) has not had
any formal training as a
blacksmith his exper
tise is based on years of
experience

%k

He grew up on a farm in
Suffolk and learned much
of the craft from his uncle,
a farrier and blacksmith
Onleaving school at 15, he
had to choose between
training as a blacksmith or
working on a farm. He
chose the more lucrative
career and found himself
driving tractors, but still
harboured a love of the
blacksmith’s craft

He dabbled in it for years
while working as an
engineer, but did not take
his first job as a black
smith until coming to Twy
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Concrete plant must close in 1981

The Amey Roadstone
concrete batching it at
Charvil will close in 1981,

the Secretary of State for the
Environment, Mr. Peter
Shore, has ruled.

The one-acre site on the
south side of the Old Bath
Road will have to be totally
cleared and tidied up by the
last day of February, 1981,
when temporary planning
permission runs out.

Berkshire County Coun-
cil may have lost the battle to
close the plant now but it has
won the war. The county

council had refused to re-
new  planning  permission
after it expired in Septem-
ber, 1976, and had issued an
enforcement notice to
remove the plant. Amey
Roadstone had contested
the planning authority's
decision and 2 public inquiry
was held in January at
Wokingham.

At the inquiry, Mr.
Bernard Marder, counsel for
the appellant, had pointed
out that there was a clear
need for the facility pro-
vided and e planning

objections were built on a
“foundation of sand.” Amey
Roadstone claimed there
was no relationship between
their batching plant and the
adjoining gravel pits.

r.D. V. Hutchinson, the
Ministry inspector, decided
the plant had 2 limited life.
However, he also noted the
restoration of the gravel pits
was

not  completed. A
iled mineral survey, as
part of the overall structure
plan, is also being carried
out by Berkshire County.
Council.

The three year limited
period will aliow time to
complete the landscaping of
the gravel pits, the
zrepuulion of the Minerals
Subject Plan, and the
finalisation of the plans for
the Loddon Valley Recrea-
tion Park, in which the site
lies.

Berkshire County Coun-
cil assured local residents
they will be watching
developments on this site
very closely to ensure the
time limit is observed.

Raiph Dellor

were  appointed Mr
Michacl Humphrics and Mr

Twyford and Ruscombe

By Gladys Kemp

commentary on the Crests Run.

Jubilee procession  along

Loadon Rd

more than 500 applications
from junior schools all over
the county, but a limit on

numbers at Loddon Hall
meant only 200 could be
accepted.

Boys and girls from Pole-
hampton School were among
the participants, but the
National Union of Teachers
sanctions  forced  Slough
schools to cancel their plans to
attend

The majority of children
were taken to the festival by
their teachers, but NUT sanc-
tions hit Slough before other
parts of Berks.

Said Mrs. Ann Cork, Berks
district committee member
“We had no idea the response
would be so tremendous, and
we are all thrilled about the
interest the schools and
children themselves have in
folk music and dancing.

“This will obviously en-
courage us to have an annual
event.”

The aim of the music day,
said Mrs. Cork, was to show
the children that singing and
dancing was more than just a
school activity, and could be
enjoyed outside the class-
room.

Award
scheme

SEVEN membens of the Int
Twylord Girls' Brigade are
working for thew Dube of
Edwburgh’s bronze award
The LR w the anle oreunns

School
concert

POLEHAMPTON  Junior
School is fortunate in the
musicality and creativeness of
members of its teaching stafl

Mrs. A. Whitchead has
composed music for many
original  productions  per-
formed by pupils at annual
concerts.

Her latest composition The
Golden Touch - an operetta
based on the story of King
Midas with words written by
teacher Mrs. L. Fox s
being presented by fourth year
children at a school concert on
Tuesday and Wednesday
evenings.

The first hall of the pro-
gramme is devoled to choral
and instrumental pieces per-
formed by third-year choir
and pupils urder the musical
direction of Mrs. M
O'Callaghan

Part of the proceeds of the
concert is being donated to
Christian Aid

Silent
procession

TWYFORD United Christian
Council has organised a silent
procession of witness on Good
Friday, March 24, in which
the clergy and congregations
of all three churches are taking
part. The procession is start-

ing at 11 a.m. from St. Mary's |

Church, Twyford, to the
Roman Catholic Church of
St. Thomas More where a
brief act of devotion will be
hedd in the car park

A film called The Cross and
the Switchblade will be shown
in Twylord Centre(7. 0 p.m.)
It portrays the work of David

addit
garage
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ANNE CHAPMAN and Nic Chaplin, both second year pupils at Furze Platt Comprehensive
School, Mai {: gf 4

Maidenhead,

Children’s Home on Wednesday last week.

ed a cheque for £200 to M

ul Mansbridge of the National

The money was raised from the school’s performances of Double Bill — a show featuring
drama and modern dance — last December. It was produced by staff members, Geoff Moss

and Mary Vernon.

Gounty council to act
against concrete plant

BERKS County Council plans enforcement
action against the tors of a concrete
batching plant in the Bath Road at Char-
vil for failing to comply with one of the con-
ditions of an appeal decision.

Amey Roadstone C jon Ltd were
said at the council’s planming sub-committee
meeting at Shire Hall last week to be in
breach of the decision which required them
to submit a restoration scheme for the site
within 18 months from October 15, 1983.

Desg'xe frequent requests no scheme had
been submitted, members were told.

County planning officer Mr. Bob Stod-
dart reported that on April 15, 1982, the De-

partment of the Environment had upheld an
appeal for the renewal of an existing tempor-
ary planning permission to retain a concrete
batching plant and other premises following
the council’s refusal of permission.

The site was midway between Charvil and
Twyford and covered about one acre. The ap-
peal decision, he reported, said that the use
of the site as a concrete batching plant, with
its ancillary offices, should cease before
April 30, this year.

Thereafter, it had to be cleared and re-
stored by December 31 this year in ac-
cordance with a plan to be submitted for ap-
proval.
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2 Maidenhead Advertiser. Jure 22, 1984

THE Wokingham Dis-
trict Council are being
recommended by
county planners to re-
fuse an application by
Amey Roadstone Cor-
poration Lid to perma-
nently retain a concrete

batching plant on a
onc-acre site near the
Old Bath Road between
Charvil and Twyford.
And if they do, the district
» recommended 10 take en
forcement action against the
company 10 secure com
phance with a Department of
the Environment inspecior’s
requirement (o chose the site
and submit a restoration
scheme
County Planning Officer
Mr. Bob Stoddart said that
the application was
& district matter, the views of
the county council had been
sought

The sie had been wsed 10
manufacture concrete for
many years and had been the
subject of a sumber of tem-
porary permissions, ome of
which expared in Seprember
197

An enforvement notice was
served, agains: which the ap-
plicants appealed. The in
specior’s decision of March
1978 allowed a further penod
of time wntil February 1981

The plant continued in op-
eration, despite represen

Death of
Mr. Vic
Franklin

Well-known Twyford butc
ber, Mr. Frederick Victor
(Vic) Franklin died on Tues-
day after a loag diness in has

Concrete plant
must close
company told

CONRLY Secrelary was
suthorised 10 take enforce
ment action 1o secare the sub
mission of a restoration
scheme, and enforcement
oceedings are  currently
st = motion by the
county secretary,” Mr. Stod
dart reported.

The proposed use on the
ste conflicsed with the Cen-
ural Berks Structure Plan,
and the site was not allocated
for industrial purposes.

It was uarclated 10 ad-
Joining  mineral workings,
was visually istrusive and
gpeoerated disturbance which
damaged the largely open and
rural character of the area

Ruscombe
topsoil
application
approved

An application for retro-
snectrve nlannune nermicuos

n from “St Joan" t0
- Through the Looking
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LONG-STANDING ISSUE AWAITS DECISION

Charvil concrete plant inquiry
adjourned after two days

SO great was the
weight of evidence sub
mitted at last week’s
public inquiry into the
permanent retention
and use of ARC"s con-
crete batching plant in
Charvil, that the ex
pected one-day hearing
had to be adjourned at
the end of two days

The appeal was held at
Wokingham District Coun-
al's Shute End offices and
included & siie visit 10 the
batching plant in the Ol
Bath Road. At the end of the
second full day of the appeal
neither sde had presented its
final submeswons and 10 the
appeal will be re-opened for
these on December 12

This inquiry is the fourth
in the troubled history of the
batching plant which opened
in 1960, with initial planning
permission for & five-year
period. Between 1965 and
1976 planning s
were granted for firther tom-
porary periods but in 1976
the district council refused to

Charvil junction:
Council acts

grant further permission.
The fiest appeal oo the site
was beld in 1978, when the
Departmess of the Environ.
ment’s Inspecior gave
further, temporary per
mission wntil 1981

In 1981 ARC submitied &
further application which
was again refused by the dis
trict couscil, and & second in-
Quiry was held in 1962, This
time the Inspecior gramted
continued use uatil  April
1984, which was followed by
another application and re-
fusal and the third inquiry in
April 1986,

This time the Inspector
said the plant would have 10
be removed by the end of

Juse 1988, but once again
ARC did not comply but ap-

permisun
This was refused by the dis
tnct in September and led to
last weed's fourth appeal
ARC argue that the plast,
whach imports aggregate and
coment, has it weighed and
desparched in mixer Jorries

as ready mixed concrete, ser
ves & clear seed 10 supply
concrete in an area of major
economic growth, They say
the plant has operated safely
for almost 30 years, is no
longer oberusive in the land
scape, and has neves been (he
subject of any written com.
plants.

ARC add that if the plant
was closed it would lead 1o
the loss of employment and
resull in comstruction delays.
They say & is hard 10 find 2
sailable alternative site

The distrct counl argues
that the plant should go as it
visually intrudes and creates
dasturbance m an area ool al-
located for industrial pur
poses. It will prejudice the
opening of the proposed
Whistley Mill Country Park
and intrudes imto the open
rural area berween Twyford
and Charvil

It adds that ARC clearly
had 0o intention of abuding
by the Inspector’s 1986 de
Gmeon and made nO Mmoves Lo
clear the site by 1988,

The county council’s prin-
cipal planaing officer gave
evidence that there are 4

concrete plants within 10
miles of the appeal siie and
that housing development i3
reducing leading 10 a fallng
demand for concrete locally

Local councillor, Mrs.
Margaret  Gimblett, also
spoke against the retenton of
the plant. adding that it adds
70 heavy vehicle trips per day
10 local roads, which are in
creasingly comgested. She
says she has received com
plants aboul the plast caus-
ing nose, vibration, spillage
of materials and congestion
and concluded “Having had
the beneficial use of the land
for nearly 30 years, ARC
have been well served by the
imspectorate and | would
commend 10 you that enough
is enough and ask you to dis.
miss the appeal.

Once the inquiry is com
pleted in December, & de
cision will come from the
Secretary of State some
months later — which it Is
hoped will resolve thas long
standing issue ocace and for
all

Governors, the |
and parents at Pe
Junior  School |, |
waiting for_safety
ments 1o be ma
whool emtrance in
Hall Rd for almoss
there are fears o

measares its own
cer has suggested
After being co
1he head, the road
cer, Mr. G. Evans,
school in Jasuary
mended (hat pede
ings and a mock 2
ing be installed
The school gate
a the junction
trance 10 two |
parks, both heavil
children bave
between cars 10
safety of a pavem

matter was discu
by the school go
their meeting last
they have pow al
the county asking

Mystery of
a fence

A 6it. close-boarded fence
has been mystifying resdents
of Colleton Drive in Twyford
Wnce @ was put up some two
weeks ago.

The fence encloses a small
piece of grass, previously
used a5 open ground as i &
adjacent 10 & footpath link
ing Colleton Drive and Wes-
sex Gardens. Most residents
had assumed that the land
was owned by the district
councal, and were surpused 1o
find & high fence around it

In fact the land is owned
by Mr. L. S. Salt of Worth-
ing, the ground landlord of
some of the maisonettes on
the other side of the rond
Some years ago the land was
offered 1o the district coun
cil, but the council did not
purchase it, and it now ap-
pears the owner has decided
10 reclaim o

Twyford Parish Council,

together with several resi
dents, brought_the fence 10

Gardner — Burrows

Miss Frances Kathrys Bur
rows, daughter of Mr. and
Mrs. P. C. Burrows, of Wes-
sex Gasdens, Twyford, was
married at the Church of St

Pt

and a crysal and
dress. Her bouqs
red roses and othe

The bridesmaid
manths and Vicks






