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©2025 Urban Tree Experts 
All rights in this report are reserved. No part of it may be reproduced, edited or transmitted, in any form or by any means, electronic, 
mechanical, photocopying, recording or otherwise, or stored in any retrieval system of any nature, without our written permission. Its 
content and format are for the exclusive use of Mr Miah and his agents in dealing with this site. It may not be sold, lent, hired out or 
divulged to any third party not directly involved in this site without the written consent of Urban Tree Experts. It may be reproduced 
as part of a planning application. 
 
The validity of this report ceases at the prescribed time limit or after one year from the survey, or if the site conditions change due to 
unspecified works that affect the site whichever is the sooner.  
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY  
 
Urban Tree Experts was commissioned by Mr Miah to carry out two dusk emergence surveys at 
Arlington, Basingstoke Road, Spencers Wood, RG7 1AE. The surveys were undertaken at the 
property to provide further evidence to support the initial findings (a negative result) and 
conclusions from the preliminary ecological appraisal conducted in December 2024, ref 
SPH/NP/PEA-24/10.12, and to inform appropriate mitigation for the proposed works, if required. 
This report is prepared to support a current planning application to Wokingham Borough 
Council. 
 
The application site comprises a vacant, semi-detached, brick-built property with attached 
garage/utility. The remainder of the site comprises a small front garden and parking/driveway, 
and an overgrown rear garden. The site itself offers some foraging and commuting habitat for 
bats and there is good ecological connectivity to bat foraging and commuting habitat in the 
wider landscape.  
 
The preliminary ecological appraisal consists of a desktop study prior to the survey to review 
existing information about the site and its surroundings and to inform the design of subsequent 
bat surveys, if required. The search of the local planning authority online planning portal 
revealed a CLP number 242472, and the desktop search was conducted based upon a 
minimum 2km search radius and it revealed one statutory designated site is located within, and 
two current European Protected Species Licenses (EPSLs) for bats have been granted within 
2km of the proposed development site. The surrounding habitat, with woodland, a freshwater 
lake and farmland provide rich and diverse habitats suitable for a wide range of bat species and 
there is ecological connectivity to these areas from the site.  
 
A search of Berkshire and South Bucks bat group records confirmed 7 different species within 
the 2-kilometer search radius, including Myotis sp.  
 
The dusk emergence surveys were conducted on Saturday 31 May and Thursday 26 June 
2025. A low number of bats were heard foraging in the vicinity and none seen during either 
surveys and none were seen emerging from or re-entering the property to roost.  
 
This report confirms the findings of the surveys, completed by an experienced licensed bat 
ecologist, in accordance with the current best practice guidance where possible, and outlines 
any ecological constraints or issues with the proposed works. 
 
The combined evidence from the preliminary survey and activity surveys provides a high level 
of confidence in support of the opinions set out in this report. No bats or evidence of bats were 
observed during the PEA and no bats were seen entering or emerging from the property during 
the activity surveys. This indicates that the property has not been used as a roost by bats and 
that an EPSL from Natural England (NE) is not required.  
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1.     Introduction 
 
1.1 Instruction  

Urban Tree Experts were commissioned by Mr Miah to carry out two dusk emergence 
surveys at Arlington, Basingstoke Road, Spencers Wood, RG7 1AE. 
 

1.2  Aims and Objectives  
The dusk emergence surveys are designed to: 

 

• Identify the presence/likely absence of bats using the building to roost. 
• Estimate the size and status of any existing bat roost within the building. 
• Establish where the bats are accessing the building. 
• Determine the potential impacts on any bat roost from the proposed development. 
• Determine if an EPSL and ecological method statement is required.  

 
The survey was carried out in accordance with Bat Surveys for Professional Ecologists 
Good Practice Guidelines 4th edition.  
 

1.3 Proposed Works 
The surveys were commissioned in connection with a current planning application to 
Wokingham Borough Council (no 250020) for “Householder application for the proposed 
first floor side extension over garage, including the removal of 2 no. existing chimneys 
and the addition of 2 no. roof lights.” 
 

1.4  Surveyor Background and Experience 
The activity surveys were conducted by Robert (Bob) Brittain, Katie Holmes and Nick 
Powell and the report was compiled by Simon Holmes MSc. CEnv, a Natural England 
licensed bat ecologist.  
 
Simon holds Class 3 (CL19) and 4 Bat (CL20) Licenses (Nos. 17637 and 17638) and a 
Science and Education license (SCI64844). He has 35 years’ experience of carrying out 
bat surveys and bat conservation work. 
 
Bob holds a Class 2 Bat Licence (CLS-11916) and has been surveying bats for 13 years 
with various ecological consultancies and has received training in surveying techniques, 
bat detector use, bat biology, identification, acoustic monitoring, echolocation analysis 
and netting. 
 
Katie Holmes. Katie holds a Class 2 Bat License (CLS-35124) and has been surveying 
bats for 12 years with various ecological consultancies and has received training in 
surveying techniques, bat detector use, bat biology, identification, acoustic monitoring, 
echolocation analysis and netting. 
 
Nick holds a Class 2 Bat License (CLS-11742) and has been surveying bats for 3 years 
with various ecological consultancies and has received training in surveying techniques, 
bat detector use, bat biology, identification, acoustic monitoring, echolocation analysis 
and netting. 
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                                      APPENDIX 1 
 

Arlington, Basingstoke Road, Spencers Wood, RG7 1AE  
Sample screenshots from night vision cameras 
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