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COWENTS:

| amwiting to strongly oppose the proposed redevel opnent plans for
MIlIworth Lane, particularly due to the significant inpact they wll
have on the local sports teans that depend on its pitches.

*Loss of Essential Football Facilities

The proposed nodifications threaten to renove or reduce the existing
football pitches, which are central to our conmunity's sports

| andscape. Shinfield Rangers teans, along with other |ocal teans,
depend on these facilities for regular training and nmatches. Losing
or downsi zi ng these pitches would directly harm opportunities for
young players, who rely on this space for both athletic devel opnent
and personal growth. The local denand for football facilities is
high, and the current setup barely neets it; reducing the capacity
woul d only exacerbate this issue, potentially displacing teans and
forcing sone to disband al t oget her

*| nadequat e Repl acenent Facilities for Foot bal

The pl ans include new sports pitches and fitness areas, yet there is
no clear assurance that these would fully accomobdate the needs of
football. Football clubs, particularly those focusing on youth

devel opnent, need sufficient, regulation-sized pitches, training
areas, and supportive infrastructure. Wthout these, it would be

i npossible to neet the current or future demands of teans |ike
Shinfield Rangers, who play a critical role in pronoting girls
participation in sports. A clear coimmitnent to retaining and
enhancing footbal | -specific facilities should be integral to any
redevel opnent. Overdevel opnent and M salignment with Conmmunity Needs

The proposal seens overly anbitious, with features Iike an events
nmound, clinbing wall, and a running track el enents that do not
address | ocal needs. There appears to have been m ninal consultation
with comunity sports groups, resulting in a plan that does not
prioritize existing usage patterns. Instead, the council should
consider how to sustainably house nmultiple football pitches in this
area, which would address a | ongstandi ng need and benefit |oca

cl ubs, schools, and residents.

*Par ki ng and Accessibility Concerns

The proposal also | acks an adequate parking solution, which has |ong
been a concern at MIIworth Lane. Expandi ng parki ng and ensuring
safe, accessible entry for players, parents, and spectators is
critical, wespecially for a facility that serves a | arge nunber of
yout h

participants. A thoughtful redesign of the parking and access areas
woul d make a positive, long-termdifference, enhancing the site's
usability for all.

Envi ronmental and Comunity | npact

The renoval of existing infrastructure could disrupt the site's
natural features, potentially inpacting drainage, wildlife, and
bi odi versity. The council nust prioritize environnental assessnents
and preservation efforts to protect the |ocal ecosystem which adds



val ue to the space and supports | ocal well-being.

*Lack of Consultation with Key Stakehol ders

It is concerning that there has been insufficient consultation with
the I ocal community, especially clubs Iike Shinfield Rangers, which
rely on these facilities. For any redevel opnent plan to succeed, it
nmust reflect the needs of those who use these spaces regularly,
particularly for organized sports. Shinfield s community val ues
these pitches as a place of unity, exercise, and youth devel opnent,
and the council's plans should reflect this.

In conclusion, while the redevel opnent of MIIworth Lane could offer
certain benefits, the current proposal risks disrupting the
essential sports facilities that serve Shinfield' s comunity
especially the

Shinfield Rangers girls' team from which ny daughter has gai ned so
much. | strongly urge the council to reconsider, prioritize the
needs of the existing sports groups who rely on these facilities,
and work col l aboratively with themto ensure the project truly
supports the community's needs.

Adam



