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COWENTS:
The site is not listed in the enmerging Local Devel opment Plan up to
2040 and given the guiding principle of the National Planning Policy
Framework is that planning applications should be 'plan led' and
| ead to sustainable devel opnent: the site location is not
sustainable and would fail to balance future needs with those of
the present. Preserving the natural environnment woul d al so be
conpr om sed
According to current planning policies and those included in the
energi ng Local Devel opnent Plan up to 2040 Swal l owfield parish is
deened suitable only for Iimted building devel opnent. Recent
pl anni ng history denonstrates it has taken its fair share in recent
years with plans for over 100 houses approved for the village. The
proposed traveller site is |located outside the village envel ope and
will forman incongruous devel opnent should it go ahead
Fl ooding risks in the area nmakes the site unsuitable for devel opnent
as is being proposed. It is acknowl edged in the planning statenent
the site has a history of surface water flooding and the experience
of Swallowfield Flood Resilience Group should be of materia
consideration. A network of mmjor surface water pathways in a tine
of climate change with rain falling in deluges regularly leads to
| ocal i sed flooding. Mreover, the mtigations put in place on the
site to mninmse flooding risks by way of storage is inadequate
given the nature of flooding in the area which occurs very quickly
in periods of extrene rainfall. Inevitably the surface water
generated by the site wll flow down streamin the direction of
Swal lowfield village. Furthernore, with cesspits to store sewage on
site the danger of these overflow ng after heavy rain and entering
wat er courses is real. Highway infrastructure is inadequate for this
proposed devel opnent. Access to the site is by way of a single
carriageway road network and is already unsuited to the |arger
vehicles that journey along these narrow | anes. Al though the nunber
of pitches may be small in nunber the work-related activities based
at the site once established is
rel evant here. The increase in vehicle novenents particularly of
| arger trucks and lorries including tankers entering and | eaving the
site to enpty cesspits on site will have a negative inpact on road
safety and, on the anenity of residents' enjoynent of open
countryside beyond the village boundary.
Whi |l st the need for traveller sites is recognised in the energing
Local Devel opnent Pl an and shoul d be supported. The Borough's
previ ous poor provision for traveller sites is no reason to support
this speculative planning application at this unsuitable |ocation
| therefore strongly object to planning application 261171 for the
reasons outlined above.
Thank you for reading ny comments
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