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1. Legislative Background – Great Crested Newts 

Great Crested Newts are designated as a European Protected Species under Annex IV of the 
European Habitats Directive and receive special protection under UK law. 

In areas other than Special Areas of Conservation, GCN and their habitats are fully protected by 
the requirements of the Conservation of Habitats and Species Regulations 2017 (as amended) 
and the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 (as amended). 

The legislation makes it an offence to:  

 Intentionally kill, injure or take a great crested newt or its eggs;  
 Deliberately disturb a great crested newt; 
 Damage or destroy a breeding site or resting place of a great crested newt; and 
 Possess or transport any live or dead specimens. 

 

2. Great Crested Newts- Habitat requirements. 

Great crested newts require terrestrial habitats for feeding, movement from pond to pond and 
for hibernation.  Habitats of greatest value to great crested newts are therefore: 

 Woodland; 
 Rough grassland; 
 Scrub; 
 Hedgerows; 
 Waste ground. 

GCN spend most of their lives within 500m of a breeding pond. The most populated areas are 
within 100m of their breeding site, however, a small proportion are also likely to forage for food 
and shelter in suitable habitats up to 250m from a breeding pond. 

Terrestrial habitats of highest value to great crested newts are those rich in invertebrate prey, 
which will also provide cover during periods of cold and dry weather. Open habitats such as 
hard surfaced paved areas and closely mown grassland do not provide suitable habitats for 
feeding or shelter. Although GCN sometimes use garden areas as part of their range, conditions 
are often unfavourable and the use of the extensive optimal habitat around breeding ponds is 
more favoured. 

3. Proposal Site Location - Habitat Assessment 

The proposal site comprises a large area of closely maintained amenity grassland with a 
number of mature trees and shrubs and a smaller area of tarmac hard standing used as access 
to and as an external hard surfaced play space for the existing nursery. 

The amenity grassland on the site is considered to be of low potential to support GCN as this 
area of grassland acts as a soft play area for the children and is therefore well maintained with a 
short sward of less than 100mm.  

The immediate areasfor use by surrounding the nursery site to the south and west comprise a 
large estate of residential dwellings with well-maintained private gardens and associated 
access roads, pavements and verges. The areas to the north and east of the site form part of the 
primary school site and comprise a tarmac car park and access road directly to the north and 
hard surfaced play area with a combination of tarmac and soft play surfacing by the pupils to 
the east. None of these areas are likely to provide suitable habitats for GCN to feed or shelter. 
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4. Potential local breeding ponds 

The School site has no standing water and therefore does not provide any suitable breeding 
opportunities for GCN. There are also no waterbodies or ponds within 250 or 500m of the site.  
The nearest pond to the application site, as identified on the DEFRA (Magic) Map, is the 
‘Marefield Dew Pond’, which is located approximately 1km west of the site and is surrounded by 
residential properties, off Rushey Way. The next closest waterbody is the ‘Maiden Erlegh Lake’, 
situated a further 320m to the north west, within the Maiden Erlegh Local Nature Reserve. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

5. The National Biodiversity Network (NBN) Atlas 

A study of the National Biodiversity Network Atlas indicates that there are no Great Crested 
Newt presence records within a 1km radius of the proposal site and shows that a total of 16 
records, determined by Class Licence Return documents have been identified at four sites 
within a 2km radius of the site, with no records of any Natural England licences close to the 
proposal site.  
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