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COWENTS:

| wite as a local resident to fornally object to this outline
application by Crest N cholson for up to 660 dwellings on 45
hectares of agricultural |and at Barkham Square.

The adopt ed devel opnent plan does not support this proposal. The
site is designated Countryside under Policy CPll of the Core

Strat egy,

whi ch presunes agai nst devel opnent outside settlenent boundari es.
The applicant's case rests alnost entirely on draft Policy SS11 of
the Local Plan Update, a docunent that renmins unadopted and is
still under examination. Granting pernission on this basis would
underm ne the plan-naeki ng process and set a dammgi ng precedent.

The site contains irreplaceable habitat that should rul e out

devel opnent of this kind. The applicant's own docunents confirmient
Wyodl and al ong Bar kham Brook and the sout hern boundary, al ongside
priority habitats including hedgerows, deci duous woodl and and ponds,
wi th Longnoor Bog SSSI in close proximty. The NPPF is clear that
devel opnent causing the | oss of Ancient Wodl and shoul d be refused
unl ess there are wholly exceptional reasons, and none exist here.
Cainmng 10% Bi odiversity Net Gain on a site containing Ancient
Wodl and is not credible mtigation for its permanent destruction.
The site also falls within the 5km buffer zone of the Thanes Basin
Heat hs Special Protection Area. The proposed SANG of approxi nately
13 hectares has not been convincingly denonstrated, at this outline
stage, to be sufficient to divert future residents away fromthe
SPA. The risk of harmto a European protected designation cannot be
accepted on the basis of what has been submitted.

Local infrastructure is already under serious strain and cannot
absorb this level of growth. The application itself acknow edges
that GP

surgeries, dental practices and pharnacies serving this area are in
Fi nchanpstead, not Arborfield Green. The nearest secondary school is
described as a 22-minute wal k anay, with no secondary provision
proposed on site. The access routes, Langley Conmmon Road and
Commonfield Lane, are rural |anes that were never intended to carry
the traffic 660 homes woul d generate. Wki ngham Borough is al ready
the | owest-funded unitary authority per resident in England, which
makes the prospect of adequately funding the services this

devel opnent denmands even nore unrealistic.

Beyond the local infrastructure question, the cunul ative wei ght of
devel opnent already conmmtted across this borough is enornous. The
Arborfield Green SDL al ready has thousands of hones approved or
under construction, |arge phases of South Wki ngham renmai n unbuilt,
and the Loddon Valley Garden Village application proposes a further
3,930 hones. Approving 660 additional hones on an unall ocat ed
greenfield site, before the existing pipeline has been delivered, is
premat ure and cannot be justified.



Finally, the site sits imedi ately adjacent to the Barkham Street
Area of Special Character and close to several Gade Il listed

bui | di ngs i ncl udi ng Barkham Square itself, Sparks Farmhouse and the
Church of St James. A devel opnent of this scale would permanently
alter the

character and setting of these assets in a way that cannot be
reversed.

For all of these reasons | urge the council to refuse this
application.



