PLANNI NG REF . 261171
PROPERTY ADDRESS : Handpost
. Basi ngst oke Road, Swallowfield, Berks

. RG7 1PU
SUBM TTED BY . Ms Faith Lesl ey Ransay
DATE SUBM TTED : 04/ 06/ 2026

COWENTS:
RE: Pl anning Application 261171 - Land Opposite Charlton Lane,
Trowes Lane, Swallowfield

| object to this application because of concerns regardi ng hi ghway
safety, cumnul ative devel opnent, flooding and drai nage issues and the
overall inpact on the local area

Charlton Lane and Trowes Lane are narrow rural roads used frequently
by local residents, agricultural vehicles, horse riders, cyclists
and pedestrians. Visibility can be challenging in places and passing
opportunities are limted. | currently wal k nmy dogs al ong these
roads and like many others amoften forced into ditches or uncut
verges by existing road traffic.

The proposal would introduce five permanent residential pitches
together with associ ated vehicle novenents, visitors, service
vehi cl es, including regular septic tank vehicles, deliveries and
| arger caravan-related traffic. This would inevitably increase
activity on roads that are not designed for significant |evels of
devel opnent.

I am al so concerned that the application does not adequately
consider the cunulative inpact of traveller devel opnent in the

wi der area.

Exi sting traveller sites already exist within the southern part of
Woki ngham Bor ough and addi ti onal provision is proposed through the
energi ng Local Plan process which is in advanced stages prior to
being adopted. The Council should carefully assess whether further
travel l er developnent in this locality would alter the character of
the area and place additional pressure on |local infrastructure.
Whil st | recognise the need for travell er accommpdation, this need
shoul d be net through appropriate |locations identified through the
pl an-1 ed process rather than through pi eceneal devel opnent in
sensitive countryside |ocations.

Residents of Swallowfield are very fanmliar with the area's drainage
probl ens. Much of the surrounding |and sits on London C ay,
resulting in poor natural drainage and significant surface water

i ssues during periods of prolonged rainfall. My own house has been
flooded resulting in substantial danmage to the entire ground fl oor
and an insurance claimin excess of 75k.

The fields along Charlton Lane frequently experience standing water
and seasonal flooding during the winter nonths. Waterl ogged ground
conditions are conmon and drai nage ditches regularly carry
substantial volunes of surface water. | have drai nage ditches both
within ny

property and along its boundary on Charlton Lane and these are
frequently full.

The applicant's own Pl anni ng Statenent acknow edges that



pre-application discussions identified a history of surface water
flooding affecting the site. Wiilst a Flood R sk Assessnent has been
submitted, | amconcerned that theoretical nodelling may not fully
reflect actual conditions experienced locally during wet winters
which are increasing in frequency and severity.

The proposed devel opnent woul d repl ace undevel oped | and which acts
as a water sink with hardstandi ng, access roads, residential
structures and associated infrastructure. There is concern that this
could increase runoff, place additional pressure on |ocal drainage
systens and create future fl ooding problens either on the site
itself or elsewhere in the area

G ven the known drai nage characteristics of Swallowfield and the

i ncreasing frequency of extrene weather events, | believe a

i onary approach shoul d be taken

| therefore request that planning perm ssion is refused or, at the
very least, that the drainage and flooding inplications are
subjected to the highest |evel of scrutiny before any decision is
nmade.

For these various reasons | respectfully request that planning
perm ssion is refused.



