Interested party 26

Comments Appeal 6011047 (Application 260353) Land North of Broadwater Lane and
West of Hogmoor Lane, Hurst.
Permission in principle application for the proposed erection of 7 dwellings (or
minimum of 5 dwellings) including formation of an access from Broadwater
Lane.

Further to my objection submitted on 2nd March, 2026 to WBC regarding this
application. | confirm that my reasons for objection have not changed, but |
would like to add the following comments:

I have lived in this village for over 45 years and in this area for nearly 70 years. M
home is within a 5 minute walk of the appeal site and | pass the views that it
brings, the pastoral sheep and cows grazing there almost daily — it is the
historical landscape, visual amenity and heritage context that many of us enjoy
and wish to continue to enjoy. Over the decades, as stated in my previous
objection (planning history), many inspectors have seen this and have
concurred that it is not the right place for development.

Since my original objection the emerging Local Plan (LPU) has completed the
hearing and is now well on its way to being adopted in early 2027. According to
the National Guidance inthe NPPF Inspectors at appeals weigh emerging
policies based on three key tests: Their stage of preparation, unresolved
objections and consistency with national policy.

The WBC LPU had reached an advanced stage by early 2025 and under the
Government’s Transitional Arrangements can still proceed under the current
plan making system if submitted by the end of 2026 (which has happened).

The WBC emerging LPU is now very advanced. Has been robustly examined and
is now nearing its final inspector’s report and therefore it must carry weight.
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Having said this, the current Housing Land Supply (HLS) position as at 31

March, 2026 shows a deliverable housing supply for period 1st April, 2026 and
31 March, 2031 of between 5.5 years and 6.2 years (APPENDIX 1) and WBC have
every intent of delivering this. This is far more than the 1.7 years HLS the
appellant is quoting for the HLS as at 31 March, 2025.

In addition, WBC has over-delivered HLS consistently overthe current plan
period and yet because of the Government’s determination to ignore over-
delivery in any planning decision under new NPPF rules, over delivery has been
disregarded.

Furthermore, as of 25 June, 2026 WBC have commenced the new Local Plan
2045 and the call for sites started on 6th July, 2026. These new Local Plans are
expected to be prepared and adopted within 30 months and commencement of
the new plan is required to be within 5 years after the adoption of the existing
plan.

WEBC is not a failing Council when it comes to HLS; WBC have delivered and will
continue to deliver, but this has been and will be, at the expense of losing vast
swathes of designated countryside on greenfield sites, not brownfield sites, and
because of the lack of the 5 year HLS have been at the mercy of speculative
planning applications such as this. In accordance with the National Planning
Policy Framework (NPPF) it is crucial that development is genuinely plan-led,
not developer driven; the existing plan and the emerging plan both carry weight,
the policies mentioned in my original objection have been found by previous
inspectors to align with the framework. WBC now have a 5-year HLS, and
speculative applications such as this, which are harmful to communities and
historicalvillages such as Hurst, do not outweigh the meagre benefits and
should not be allowed.

As | stated in my previous objection, this field, including this site, was excluded
during the HELAA for the LPU for many good reasons and yet as | submit this
comment, the applicant has submitted yet another inappropriate, speculative
application (261624 validated 8th July, 2026) on the same site!

For the reasons above and those in my original letter of objection dated 12th
March, | request that this appeal be dismissed.

Yours faithfully,
Lou Robinson Close

Supporting documents LR Appendix 1Tables1& 2 WBC HLS position 31 March 2026.pdf
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