
      
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          
                                                                                             
 

                                                                                                         
 
   

   
   

  
 

                                           Technical Note  

 
SITE: Land North of Reading Road, Arborfield 

 

DATE: 02/03/2026 

 

REFERENCE: IEP/001/022/068 
 

1. This technical note has been prepared following the video conference meeting held on the 20th February 

2026, with the Environment Agency (EA) and Wokingham Borough Council (WBC) with respects to 

proposed protection of the existing integrity of the existing culvert at the abovementioned site, where the 

new vehicle access is to be located. 

 

2. The CCTV survey of the extent of the 300mm, where it passes under the location of the proposed access, 

was carried out on the 3rd February 2026. This CCTV survey is provided in Appendix C of the Drainage 

and Flood Risk Proof of Evidence Reference (CD13.10.01). Pages 11 to 13 of the CCTV report reflect the 

survey from CP2 to CP3. The centreline of the new vehicle access into the site is approximately 22m 

downstream of CP2.  At this point on the survey the camera is underwater and thus a “loss of vision” but 

generally the condition both upstream and downstream from this point appear to be in reasonably good 

condition, apart from the displaced joints at 20.69m and 26.71m respectively. 

 

3. Notwithstanding the above, the proposed new access can be constructed with various options to retain the 

integrity of the existing culvert. These options can include for either the construction of a protective 

concrete cover slab or a full concrete surround to the existing culvert. Extracts of such typical protective 

details are provided in figure 1 and 2 respectively, whilst figure 3 provides an annotative mark up of such 

option applied on the cross section detail for context. 

 

 
Figure 1: Typical Concrete Cover Slab Detail             Figure 2: Typical Concrete Surround Detail 

 

 

 



      
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          
                                                                                             
 

                                                                                                         
 
   

   
   

  
 

 

 
 

       Figure 3: Extract from Milestone Site Access Long Section Drawing 25103/007 with annotative protection detail marked up 

 

 

4. The finalised design of the protective detail will be subject to detailed design and will be subject to an 

Environmental Permit with the EA since the works will be within 8m of the Main River (albeit it an existing 

culvert). 

 

5. There may also be an opportunity, subject to agreement with the EA, to provide a direct replacement for 

this section of the existing culvert to enable a repair of the displaced joints, all under the Environmental 

Permit. Such replacement of the existing culvert would not impact the existing flow regime of the culvert as 

it would simply be a replacement of the culvert with another of the same internal diameter. 

 

6. In summary, there are various options for the provision of a protective detail to the existing culvert, or 

even replacement and the detailed engineering design detail can be secured by condition. As part of this 

condition the applicant could also arrange to carry out a further CCTV condition survey, during a “drier” 

period when the culvert is not running with as much flow.  

Annotative concrete 

cover slab 




