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SUMMARY 

Project name:  Nine Mile Ride 

Location:  Finchampstead, Wokingham, Berkshire 

NGR:   480159 164793 

Type:   Evaluation 

Date:   18-19 November 2025 

Planning reference: 211889 

Location of archive: To be deposited with the Archaeology Data Service    

Site code:  MILE25 

 

In November 2025, Cotswold Archaeology carried out an archaeological evaluation at Nine 

Mile Ride, Finchampstead, Wokingham, Berkshire. A total of 15 trenches were excavated. 

No archaeological features or deposits were identified. The area was disturbed by modern 

levelling to the north and heavy rooting to the south. 
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1. INTRODUCTION 

 In November 2025, Cotswold Archaeology (CA) carried out an archaeological 

evaluation at Nine Mile Ride, Finchampstead, Wokingham, Berkshire centred at 

National Grid Reference (NGR): 480159 164793 (Figure 1). This evaluation was 

undertaken for RPS Consulting Ltd who were acting on behalf Elivia Homes. 

 Wokingham Borough Council (WBC) has granted outline planning permission for the 

demolition of the existing buildings and clearance of the woodland in order to 

construct up to 32 dwellings, comprised of a mix of dwelling types, with associated 

private gardens, communal soft landscaping and access infrastructure (planning ref: 

211889). Condition 12 of this planning permission requires the implementation of a 

programme of archaeological work in accordance with an approved Written Scheme 

of Investigation prepared by RPS (2023). A supporting Method Statement was 

provided by CA (2025).  

 The scope of this evaluation was defined by Berkshire Archaeology, the 

archaeological advisors to Wokingham Borough Council. The evaluation was carried 

out in accordance with a Method Statement prepared by CA (2025) and approved by 

the curator. 

 The evaluation was also in line with:  

• General Standards for Historic Environment Projects (Berkshire Archaeology 

2021); 

• Standard for archaeological field evaluation (CIfA 2023); 

• Universal guidance for archaeological field evaluation (CIfA 2023); 

• Management of Research Projects in the Historic Environment (MoRPHE) 

PPN 3: Archaeological Excavation (Historic England 2015); and 

• Management of Research Projects in the Historic Environment: The MoRPHE 

Project Managers' Guide (Historic England 2015). 

 

The site 
 The proposed development site is approximately 1.9ha in extent. It lies on the 

southern side of Nine Mile Ride, on the northwest outskirts of Finchampstead. The 

site currently comprises two residential dwellings in the northern extent of the site, 

where the remainder of the site (central and southern extents) comprises a dense 
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woodland. The site lies at approximately 85m above Ordnance datum (aOD) in the 

south, sloping to 78m aOD towards the north. 

 The underlying bedrock geology of the site is mapped as Windlesham Formation 

comprising sand, silt and clay, which formed between 56 and 33.9 million years ago 

during the Palaeogene period in the northern extent. In the southern extent it is 

mapped as Camberley Sand Formation - Sand. Sedimentary bedrock formed 

between 47.8 and 41.2 million years ago during the Palaeogene period. (BGS 2025).  

2. ARCHAEOLOGICAL BACKGROUND 

 The following is a summarised archaeological background from the WSI (RPS 2023).  

Early Prehistoric (Palaeolithic and Mesolithic) 
 A Palaeolithic pointed handaxe was found c. 900m to the west of the site. Two waste 

flint flakes are recorded from Nine Mile Ride, c. 700m to the west of the site. 

 A Mesolithic flint microlith was found during the excavation of the bell barrow 

scheduled monument at Warren Lodge, located c. 950m to the west of the site.   

Late Prehistoric (Neolithic, Bronze Age and Iron Age) 
 A Neolithic flint arrowhead is recorded from the Wokingham area c. 1km to the north 

east of the site. A second leaf-shaped arrowhead is recorded c. 500m to the north 

east.  

 Later Prehistoric activity in the form of undated ditches and gullies, with residual 

Neolithic and Bronze Age flintwork, has been identified at Rooks Nest Farm, c. 1.5km 

to the north west of the site. A further phase of undated ditches, gullies and a scoop 

at this site have been interpreted as a Bronze Age to Iron Age field system, with a 

third phase of undated activity interpreted as Iron Age boundary ditches 

 A scheduled Bronze Age bell barrow is recorded c. 950m to the west of the site. 

Together with other barrows nearby, comprising a bell barrow and a bowl barrow, a 

possible barrow cemetery may be located in that area. 

Roman 
 Undated postholes and ditches found at the Rooks Nest Farm site, have been 

identified as probable evidence of Romano-British settlement activity. 
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 Fieldwalking associated with the Barkham Survey in the 1990s identified four 

Romano-British pottery sherds from Barkham Ride, c. 1.6km to the north west of the 

site. A single sherd of Roman pottery was recovered during fieldwalking at Woodcray 

Manor Farm, located c. 1.8km to the north east the site. 

Anglo Saxon/Early Medieval and Medieval 
 Finchampstead, located to the south east of the site, is recorded in the Domesday 

Survey of 1086 AD as a fairly large settlement of 30 households. The settlement held 

approximately 1800 acres of ploughland, 1 mill, 4 acres of meadow and considerable 

woodland (Open Domesday, 2016). The area around Finchampstead and 

Wokingham was once part of the western edge of the Windsor Forest, a royal hunting 

park from the late 11th century.  

 A survey of hedgerows around Finchampstead in 1979 identified a number of 

hedgerows which are of Anglo-Saxon/Early Medieval to Medieval date, located to the 

south east of the site. 

 Metal detecting at Church Farm, Barkham to the northeast has revealed a short cross 

penny of Henry I and a single sherd of medieval pottery was recovered during 

fieldwalking at Woodcray Manor Farm. 

Geology 
 A Phase II Geo-environmental Site Assessment Report (Omnia, 2023) provides 

details on the characteristics and depth of the sub-surface deposits. The report 

included details of geotechnical site investigations, which comprised five window 

samples, nine hand dug test pits and four soakaway pits.  

 Topsoil was identified from the ground surface within all of twenty locations across 

the site. The topsoil was encountered to a maximum observed depth of 0.30m bgl 

(below ground level) and typically comprised brown and grey slightly silty fine to 

coarse sand with occasional roots and rootlets. Within locations WS103, WS104 and 

BH101 the topsoil was described as slightly gravelly. The gravel consisted of medium 

subangular to rounded flint.  

 Deposits attributed to the locally mapped Camberley Sand Formation were 

encountered within thirteen (13no.) positions. These locations were located centrally 

and to the south, broadly in line with the BGS mapping (BGS Online, 2023) 

referenced above.  
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 The Palaeogene age Camberley Sand Formation was encountered directly below 

topsoil, between 0.10m and 4.95mbgl with a maximum recorded thickness of 4.65m. 

The deposits generally comprised, light brown slightly silty fine to coarse sand, 

greyish brown slightly silty fine to coarse sand, and orangish brown silty fine to coarse 

sand.   

 The Eocene age Windlesham Formation was encountered within eight positions. 

These positions were located within the northern extent of the site, where the 

Camberley Sand is not mapped by the BGS. The Windlesham Formation was 

encountered directly beneath topsoil within the north of the site, and beneath the 

Camberley Sand Formation at location BH102. The formation was encountered at a 

minimum depth of 0.15mbgl and up to 10.00mbgl with a maximum recorded thickness 

of 9.70m. The Deposits generally comprised, bluish green clayey fine to coarse sand, 

orangish brown clayey fine to coarse sand, firm grey clay.   

3. AIMS AND OBJECTIVES 

 The general objective of the evaluation was to provide further information on the likely 

archaeological resource within the site, including its presence/absence, character, 

extent, date and state of preservation. This information will enable Wokingham 

Borough Council to identify and assess the particular significance of any 

archaeological heritage assets within the site, consider the impact of the proposed 

development upon that significance and, if appropriate, develop strategies to avoid 

or minimise conflict between heritage asset conservation and the development 

proposals, in line with the National Planning Policy Framework (Department for 

Levelling Up, Housing and Communities 2023). 

 A further objective of the project is to compile a stable, ordered, accessible project 

archive (see Section 5). 

4. METHODOLOGY 

 The evaluation fieldwork initially comprised the excavation of 15no. 20m x 1.8m 

trenches (Figure 2), however, due to several on site constraints the majority of 

trenches were shortened, realigned or moved.  

 Trench 1 was moved to the west and significantly shortened to avoid, services, 

truncating the entrance to one of the houses and access to the site compound. 
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Trench 2 was shortened due to a pre-exiting pond to the south. Trench 10 was split 

into two parts due to a large tree stump that was unable to be removed with the 

available machinery. Trench 14 was shortened due to a pre-existing rockery. Trench 
15 was relocated due to a pre-existing pond to the west and a refuse pile to the north. 

 The trenches have been located to provide a representative sample of the site. 

 Trenches were set out on OS National Grid co-ordinates using Leica GPS 

Overburden was stripped from the trenches by a mechanical excavator fitted with a 

toothless grading bucket. All machining was conducted under archaeological 

supervision to the top of the natural substrate, which was the level at which 

archaeological features were first encountered.  

 Records were maintained in accordance with CA Technical Manual 1: Fieldwork 

Recording Manual. 

 No deposits were identified that required sampling. 

 A digital archive will also be prepared and deposited with the Archaeology Data 

Service (ADS). The archives (digital) will be prepared and deposited in accordance 

with Standard and guidance for the creation, compilation, transfer and deposition of 

archaeological archives (CIfA 2014; updated October 2020). 

 A summary of information from this project, as set out in Appendix B, will be entered 

onto the OASIS online database of archaeological projects in Britain. 

5. RESULTS 

 This section provides an overview of the evaluation results. Detailed summaries of 

the recorded contexts are given in Appendix A.  

 The natural geology varied between sands and gravels across the site but generally 

comprised of a mid-yellow orange clayey sand with pale grey sand patches and 

gravel inclusions. It was exposed at a depth between 0.29 and 0.59m below present 

ground level. This is overlain by a subsoil layer consisting of a light brown/ grey loose 

silty sand with heavy rooting and measured between 0.10m to 0.37m in depth. This 

was sealed by a topsoil consisting of a dark black brown loose clayey silt with rare 

small sub-angular flint and is heavily rooted. It measured between 0.08m to 0.22 in 

depth.  
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 Trenches 1, 2, 3, 14 and 15 (located in the northern area of the site around the 

houses) contained various made ground layers and modern features containing 

construction debris relating to the construction and landscaping of the buildings. 

 Trench 4 contained a tree throw (Figure 4). It was sub-rounded in plan, with moderate 

concave sides and a flat base. Though regular in plan and profile its fill was heavy 

rooted. 

 Trenches 4-13 were located in areas of dense woodland where the trees had been 

recently felled. Several tree stumps were removed during the excavation of the 

trenches.  

 No archaeological features or deposits were identified in any of the trenches 

excavated and no finds pre-dating the modern period were recovered (Figures 3-7).  

6. DISCUSSION 

 Despite the archaeological potential of the site, no archaeological features or deposits 

were identified during this evaluation.  

 Though the LIDAR identified a possible large anomaly (Orion 2023) which was 

targeted by Trench 6, this did not correspond to any archaeological feature or 

deposit. 

 The northern part of the site has been disturbed by  the construction of the two houses 

including associated services and garden features as indicated by made ground 

layers and modern features revealed in Trenches 1, 2, 3, 14 and 15. The ground 

level slopes gradually down to the north of the site, flattening when meeting the 

property boundaries this might suggest a level of terracing for their construction. 

 The natural substrate at the southern half of the site is less truncated but is largely 

effected by vegetation growth. This is largely due to the previous woodland protecting 

the area from modern encroachment. This woodland appears both on the 1888 

historical map and ‘considerable’ woodland is mentioned within the Doomsday book 

(Open Domesday, 2016). 

7. CA PROJECT TEAM 

 Fieldwork was undertaken by Katherine Hebbard, assisted by Megan Whitehead, 

Joanna Jablonska and Ethan Turner. This report was written by Katherine Hebbard. 
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The report illustrations were prepared by Alice Woodard . The project archive has 

been compiled and prepared for deposition by Gemma Whelan. The project was 

managed for CA by Niomi Edwards. 
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APPENDIX A: CONTEXT DESCRIPTIONS 

Trench Context 
No. 

Type Fill 
of 

Interpretation Description Length 
(m) 

Width 
(m) 

Depth/ 
thickness 

(m) 
1 100 Layer  Topsoil Dark black brown loose clayey 

silt with 1% sub-angular flint up 
to 30mm. Heavily rooted 

11.7 1.8 0.17 

1 101 Layer  Subsoil Light white grey loose silty sand 
with 1% sub-angular flint up to 
30mm. Moderately rooted 

11.7 1.8 0.43 

1 102 Layer  Natural Mid brown orange mottled light 
brown grey firm clayey sand with 
1% sub-angular flint up to 
60mm. Moderately rooted 

11.7 1.8 0.1 

2 200 Layer  Topsoil Dark blackish brown to mid 
whitish grey. Friable sandy silt. 
No inclusions 

14.36 1.8 0.21 

2 201 Layer  Made Ground Mid whitish grey. Loose sandy 
silt. No inclusions 

14.36 1.8 0.45 

2 202 Layer  Natural Mid orangish brown. Compact 
sandy silt. No inclusions 

14.36 1.8 0.05 

3 300 Layer  Topsoil Mid blackish grey, loose sandy 
silt, no inclusions 

20.2 1.8 0.25 

3 301 Layer  Made Ground Mid whitish grey. Loose sandy 
silt. No inclusions 

20.2 1.8 0.42 

3 302 Layer  Natural Light greyish brown with whitish 
green mottling. Friable sandy silt 

20.2 1.8 0.15 

4 400 Layer  Topsoil Dark blackish brown, loose silt, 
no inclusions 

21 1.8 0.22 

4 401 Layer  Subsoil Mid whitish grey, loose silty sand 21 1.8 0.23 

4 402 Layer  Natural Mid yellowish brown, friable silty 
sand, no inclusions 

21 1.8 0.06 

4 403 Cut  Tree Throw Sub rounded in shape cut of 
Tree throw of single fill, 
moderate concave sides 
imperceptible break of slope flat 
base 

1 0.92 0.25 

4 404 Fill 403 Other Fill Dark grey silty sand friable 
heavily rooted no artefacts 

1 0.92 0.25 

4 405 Void       

5 500 Layer  Topsoil Dark black brown loose clayey 
silt 1% of subangular stones up 
to 50mm heavy rooting 

23.4 1.8 0.1 

5 501 Layer  Subsoil Light white grey silty sand loose 
moderately roots 

23.4 1.8 0.28 

5 502 Layer  Natural Mid yellow orange mottled with 
dark grey clayey sand,1 % of 
subangular flint< 80mm, 
moderately rooted 

23.4 1.8 0.12 

6 600 Layer  Topsoil Dark black brown loose clayey 
silt 1% subangular flint and 
pebbles < 40mm, heavy rooting 

21.4 1.8 0.09 

6 601 Layer  Subsoil Light white grey silty sand loose, 
1% subrounded pebbles up to 
50mm, moderately rooted 

21.4 1.8 0.35 

6 602 Layer  Natural Mid brown orange mottled with 
light brown grey clayey sand 
friable, 1%. of subangular flint 
and pebbles up to 80mm, 
moderately rooted 

21.4 1.8 0.07 

7 700 Layer  Topsoil Dark brownish black, loose silt, 
no inclusions 

19.4 1.8 0.12 

7 701 Layer  Subsoil Mid whitish grey, silty sand, 10% 
sub rounded stone <50mm 

19.4 1.8 0.22 

7 702 Layer  Natural Mid whitish yellow, friable silty 
sand, no inclusions 

19.4 1.8 0.1 

8 800 Layer  Topsoil Dark brownish black, loose silt, 
no inclusions 

14.8 1.8 0.08 
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Trench Context 
No. 

Type Fill 
of 

Interpretation Description Length 
(m) 

Width 
(m) 

Depth/ 
thickness 

(m) 
8 801 Layer  Subsoil Mid whitish grey, friable silty 

sand, 25% sub rounded stone 
<55mm 

14.8 1.8 0.27 

8 802 Layer  Natural Dark yellowish brown, friable 
clayey silt 

14.8 1.8 0.05 

9 900 Layer  Topsoil Dark brownish black, loose silt, 
no inclusions 

19.2 1.8 0.09 

9 901 Layer  Subsoil Mid brownish grey, friable sandy 
silt, 10% sub rounded stone 
<45mm 

19.2 1.8 0.31 

9 902 Layer  Natural Mid orangish grey, friable silty 
sand, no inclusions 

19.2 1.8 0.13 

10 1000 Layer  Topsoil Dark black brown loose clayey 
silt with 1% sub-angular flint up 
to 50mm. Heavily rooted 

15 1.8 0.08 

10 1001 Layer  Subsoil Light white grey loose silty sand 
with no inclusions. Moderately 
rooted 

15 1.8 0.37 

10 1002 Layer  Natural Mid brown orange mottled light 
brown grey firm clayey sand with 
1% sub-angular flint up to 
70mm. Moderately rooted 

15 1.8 0.08 

11 1100 Layer  Topsoil Dark black brown loose clayey 
silt with 1% sub-angular flint up 
to 50mm. Heavily rooted 

15.1 1.8 0.16 

11 1101 Layer  Subsoil Light white grey mottled dark 
brown grey friable silty sand with 
1% sub-rounded stones up to 
40mm. Heavily rooted 

15.1 1.8 0.35 

11 1102 Layer  Natural Mid yellow orange mottled mid 
brown grey firm clayey sand with 
1% sub-angular flint up to 
60mm. Moderately rooted 

15.1 1.8 0.07 

12 1200 Layer  Topsoil Mid brown grey loose clayey silt 
with 1% sub-angular flint up to 
60mm. Heavily rooted 

20.5 1.8 0.2 

12 1201 Layer  Subsoil Light white grey mottled mid 
brown grey loose silty sand with 
1% sub-rounded stones up to 
40mm. Moderately rooted 

20.5 1.8 0.25 

12 1202 Layer  Natural Mid yellow orange mottled light 
brown grey firm clayey sand with 
1% sub-rounded flint up to 
40mm. Moderately rooted 

20.5 1.8 0.1 

13 1300 Layer  Topsoil Dark black grey loose clayey silt 
with 1% sub-rounded stones up 
to 30mm. Heavily rooted 

16.4 1.8 0.14 

13 1301 Layer  Subsoil Light white grey mottled mid 
brown grey loose silty sand with 
1% sub-rounded stones up to 
40mm. Heavily rooted 

16.4 1.8 0.35 

13 1302 Layer  Natural Mid yellow orange mottled mid 
grey brown firm clayey sand with 
1% sub-rounded stones up to 
40mm. Heavily rooted 

16.4 1.8 0.12 

13 1303 Layer  Made Ground Mid grey yellow friable silty sand 
with no inclusions. Heavily 
rooted 

16.4 1.8 0.11 

14 1400 Layer  Topsoil Dark black grey loose clayey silt 
with 1% sub-rounded stones up 
to 40mm. Heavily rooted 

12.5 1.8 0.13 

14 1401 Layer  Made Ground Light white yellow loose silty 
sand with 1% sub-rounded 
stones up to 30mm 

12.5 1.8 0.28 

14 1402 Layer  Made Ground Light white grey mottled mid 
grey brown loose silty sand 

12.5 1.8 0.19 

14 1403 Layer  Made Ground Light yellow orange friable silty 
sand 

12.5 1.8 0.17 
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Trench Context 
No. 

Type Fill 
of 

Interpretation Description Length 
(m) 

Width 
(m) 

Depth/ 
thickness 

(m) 
14 1404 Layer  Made Ground Light white green loose silty 

sand with 1% sub-rounded 
stones up to 50mm 

12.5 1.8 0.08 

14 1405 Layer  Natural  Light white grey loose silty sand. 
Moderately rooted 

12.5 1.8 0.05 

14 1406 Layer  Natural Light white yellow friable clayey 
sand 

12.5 1.8 0.13 

15 1500 Layer  Topsoil Dark blackish brown. Loose silt. 
No inclusions 

15.3 1.8 0.12 

15 1501 Layer  Subsoil Light orangish grey, friable silty 
sand, rare gravel inclusion  
inclusions 

15.3 1.8 0.2 

15 1502 Layer  Made ground Mid grey, rounded stone <30mm 1.45 1.8 0.1 

15 1503 Layer  Natural  Light grey - orangish, friable silty 
sand, no inclusions 

15.3 1.8 0.21 

15 1504 Layer  Natural Light greyish white, loose sand, 
no inclusions 

15 1.8 0.05 

 
 
  



 
 

 
14 

 
Nine Mile Ride, Finchampstead, Wokingham, Berkshire: Archaeological Evaluation                                                                    © Cotswold Archaeology 
 

APPENDIX B: OASIS REPORT FORM 

PROJECT DETAILS 
Project name Nine Mile Ride, Finchampstead, Wokingham, Berkshire 
Site code MILE25 
Short description In November 2025, Cotswold Archaeology carried out an 

archaeological evaluation at Nine Mile Ride, Finchampstead, 
Wokingham, Berkshire. A total of 15 trenches were excavated. 
No archaeological features or deposits were identified. The area 
was disturbed by modern levelling to the north and heavy rooting 
to the south. 

Project dates 18-19 November 2024 
Project type Evaluation 
Planning reference number 211889 
Development type Housing 
Previous work Omnia 2023 – Geo-Environmental work 

 

Future work Unknown 
Methodology The evaluation fieldwork comprised the excavation of 15 

trenches. 
PROJECT LOCATION 
Site location Nine Mile Ride, Finchampstead, Wokingham, Berkshire 
Study area (m2/ha) 1.9ha 
Site co-ordinates 480159 164793 
PROJECT CREATORS 
Name of organisation Cotswold Archaeology 
Project Manager Niomi Edwards 
Project Leader Katherine Hebbard 
Funder RPS Consulting Services Ltd 
SCIENTIFIC DATING UNDERTAKEN No 
ENVIRONMENTAL SAMPLING  No 
MONUMENT TYPE None 
SIGNIFICANT FINDS None 
RESEARCH FRAMEWORKS No 
PROJECT ARCHIVES Intended final location of archive 

(museum/Accession no.) 
 

Content (e.g. pottery, 
animal bone etc) 
 

Physical N/A N/A 
Paper Recipient museum once appointed  Drawings 
Digital Recipient museum once appointed 

and Archaeological Data Service 
Trench registers 
Database, digital photos 
etc 

BIBLIOGRAPHY 
Cotswold Archaeology 2025 Nine Mile Ride, Finchampstead, Wokingham, Berkshire: Archaeological 
Evaluation AN1051_1 
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Trenches 1, 2, 3 and 5: photographs
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Trench 1, looking south-west (1m scales)

Trench 3, looking east (1m scales) Trench 5, looking south-east (1m scales)

Trench 2, looking north-west (1m scales)
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Trench 6, looking east (1m scales)

Trench 8, looking north-east (1m scales) Trench 9, looking north-west (1m scales)

Trench 7, looking north-west (1m scales)
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Trenches 10, 11 and 12: photographs
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Trench 10, looking south-east (1m scales)

Trench 11, looking north-east (1m scales) Trench 12, looking south-east (1m scales)

Trench 10, looking south (1m scales)
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Trenches 13, 14 and 15: photographs

PROJECT NO.
DATE
SCALE@A3

DRAWN BY
CHECKED BY
PM

AN1051
27/11/2025
NA

AW
LZS
NE

Andover  01264 347630

Cirencester  01285 771022

Milton Keynes  01908 564660

Suffolk  01449 900120

w www.cotswoldarchaeology.co.uk

e enquiries@cotswoldarchaeology.co.uk

Trench 13, looking south-east (1m scales) Trench 14, looking south-west (1m scales)
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