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COWENTS:

| object to Planning Application 261171 for 5 gypsy and traveller
pitches at the junction of Trowes Lane and Charlton Lane for the
foll owi ng reasons

Cunul ative | npact of Devel opnent:

The proposal should not be considered in isolation

The area is already facing significant devel opnment pressure,

i ncluding approved housi ng devel opnent and further proposed
devel opnent

near by.

The cunul ative effect of these devel opnents will increase pressure
on:

- Local roads.

- Medical facilities.

- Communi ty services.

The cunul ative inpact on the rural character of the area has not
been adequately assessed.

In addition, as the Local Plan process has not been conpleted, this
application has not been nade as part of an overall approach by

Woki ngham whi ch woul d address how the application objectives are to
be nmet across the whole District. It needs to be denpnstrated that
the significant detrinental inpacts of this application are the best
way to neet the objectives of the application across the district.

Harmto the Rural Character of the Countryside:

The application is fundanentally inconpatible w th Wki ngham
District's still to be approved Local Plan and is not in keeping
with the character of Swallowfield village. It would result in the
ur bani sation of the countryside which conflicts with the purpose of
the green belt.

Even the Pl anni ng Statenent acknow edges that it would disrupt the
tranquil character of the area to the detrinment of visual anenities
Therefore, conpliance with Planning Policy TB10c is unlikely to be
achieved. This is a significant planning concern and denonstrates
that the proposal conflicts with policies designed to protect the
rural |andscape and character of the area.

Fl ood Ri sk and Unsuitability of the Site:

The Pl anni ng Statenment acknow edges that the site has a history of
surface water and groundwater fl oodi ng.

The proposal seeks to address this by a series of very significant
mtigations including: raising the static caravans up in the air -
one netre above ground |l evel, the future residents being trained to
respond to flood events, the provision of energency evacuation
routes and provision of flood barriers etc. The need for such
extensive

mtigation denonstrates that the site is totally unsuitable for

per manent residential occupation

The Council should not permt devel opnent on a site where flood risk
is already acknow edged to be a significant issue.

Foul Sewerage:



The application proposes a cess pit for foul drainage. This

i ncreases the need for large vehicles to use the narrow Trowes Lane
and Charlton Lane. These narrow | anes are not built for large
vehi cl es, which increases the risk of accidents and danage to the

| anes.

H ghway Safety Concerns

Trowes Lane is a narrow single track rural lane with limted passing
bays and is already difficult for vehicles to navigate safely.

The proposed access is located close to the junction of Trowes Lane
and Charlton Lane. The devel opnent would inevitably increase vehicle
nmovenents including |arge vehicles required for tow ng touring
caravans and to enpty the cess pit.

The | ocal lanes are narrow, and in places single track, and are not
designed for such vehicles. The increased traffic risks further
damage to the lanes and the risk of accidents to other users eg
cyclists and horse riders.

Loss of Biodiversity and Existing Vegetation

The applicant acknow edges that vegetation will need to be renoved
for the devel opnent. At the sanme tine, the applicant relies heavily
on the existing vegetation to justify clains that the devel opnent
will be screened fromview This raises concerns regarding the true
visual inpact of the devel opnent once vegetation is renoved.

The application al so acknow edges that the proposal fails to achieve
bi odi versity net gain on site and will result in a biodiversity
deficit requiring off-site conpensation

This is particularly concerning on a greenfield countryside site
that currently contributes to | ocal biodiversity and also |inks

di fferent

habi t at s.

Once again, this application has only |ooked at the narrow i npact of
its own inpact on the local environnment. However, it is part of a
tidal wave of applications to the south of Swallowfield which
collectively have a significant negative inpact on bio diversity at
a tine of the environnental energency we are facing.

Pressure on Local Services:

The application will add further pressure to the already over
capacity local health care services in Swallowfield. |I couldn't find
any

proposal in the application as to how this would be addressed. There
is also a lack of local schooling, supernarkets and najor retai
outlets to support the devel opnent.



