PLANNI NG REF . 251359
PROPERTY ADDRESS : FBC Centre
. Gorse Ride, Finchanpstead, Wki ngham

. RG40 4ES
SUBM TTED BY : Finchanpst ead Pari sh Counci
DATE SUBM TTED : 09/07/2025

COWENTS:
The Conmittee RESOLVED to OBJECT to this planning application on the
foll owi ng grounds:

1. Loss of street trees and inpact on | oca

character:

The renoval of street trees represents a significant loss to the
area’ s established character. Street trees are a val ued and
distinctive feature of the local environnent, contributing to both
its visual appeal and sense of place. Their absence underm nes the
quality of the street scene and is contrary to FNDP Policy D2, which
states the inportance of preserving key | andscape features such as
street trees.

2. Inconsistency with the local built environnent and street scene:
The design and naterials proposed are out of keeping with the
surroundi ng street scene and do not reflect the loca

architectural character, contrary to FNDP Policy D2.

3. Lack of evidenced biodiversity net gain:

The application does not provide substantiated evi dence of

bi odi versity net gain, contrary to FNDP Policy I RS5, which seeks to
protect and enhance bi odiversity.

4. | nappropriate devel opnent area:

Wiile the site was never fornmally designated for protection, it is
one of several informal wooded areas in the locality. This is

evi denced by the bl ock Tree Preservation Order (TPO placed on the
site to protect the snmall area of woodl and. The FNDP does not
support devel opnent on such areas, which contribute significantly
to local character, visual anenity, and biodiversity.

5. Unaut horised renoval of protected trees:

Protected trees were renoved w thout permission, and is contrary to
FNDP Policy |RS6, which sets out the rules for the retention or
renoval of trees during devel opnent. Although the applicant has
agreed to replant, the Council renmains doubtful about the
reliability and adequacy of these replanting conmtnents.

The resolution was correctly proposed and seconded (unani nbus).
NB: dIr Brom ey was absent fromthe initial discussions so did not
vote on this application.



