PLANNI NG REF . 251075
PROPERTY ADDRESS : 4
. 4 Cobham Road, Reading, Berkshire

: RG 4LB
SUBM TTED BY . M Vishal dga
DATE SUBM TTED : 20/ 05/2025

COWENTS:
Re: Formal Objection to Proposed 2 No' Dropped Kerbs on Cobham Road

| amwiting to formally object to the proposed installation of two
dropped kerbs on Cobham Road due to the follow ng reasons:

1. Disproportionate Scal e and Unreasonabl e Need

The proposal for six parking spaces is wholly disproportionate for a
standard 3-bedroomresidential dwelling and exceeds any reasonabl e
par ki ng requirenent. This scal e of devel opnent raises concerns that
the property is being prepared for conversion into a HVO or

busi ness/ commerci al use, neither of which is in keeping with the
residential nature and character of the area.

Furt hernore, the property on Wki ngham Road benefits froma
substantial front garden and garage that can al ready accommpdate the
applicants current 2 no' comercial vans and 2 cars with space for
nore. There is no justifiable need for

- A second access point to the front garden parking.

- An additional two parking spaces at the boundary, directly

i mpacting the only two properties actually located in the niddle of
Cobham Road.

Additionally, there are existing yellow lines at the entrance to
Cobham Road. Based on these constraints, it is inpossible how a
3600nm dr opped kerb could be permitted and safely inplenented in the
space AFTER the end of the yellow |lines but BEFORE the applicants
garage wall. This renders the applicants proposal |acking any
practical design considerations and i npact to Cobham Road.

2. Negative Inpact on Parking, Safety, and Local Use

Cobham Road al ready experiences significant issues due to long-term
par ki ng of vehicles, including:

- Large |l ong wheel based commercial vans, canper vans, and pick-up
trucks. Multiple commercial vehicles owned by an individual no

| onger residing in the local area are long termstoring vans here
for the mpjority of the year while operating a business of van
rental for

exanpl e.

- Local dentist staff parking their cars from 8am- 6pm Mn-Sat as
wel |l as dentist custoners

- People wishing to avoid paying parking fees at Wodl ey Precinct
and parking tenporarily while they shop

The introduction of two new dropped kerbs will further reduce
on-street parking availability for the above. This will nean these
| arge commercial vans are going to be long termparked directly in



front of nmy property rather than the top of the road and this
severely restricts us entering and nore inportantly exiting our
drive way

safely.

| have had nunerous instances where | amreversing out of ny drive
and cars are speeding down the road and nearly causing an accident.
If cars and vans were not allowed to park in front of ny property
then this would avoid an accident waiting to happen

The proposed devel opnent therefore increases the chances of these

| ong term parked commerci al vehicl es being parked either side of the
dropped kerbs and causing us nore problens than we have now on the
road.

My opposite (el derly) neighbour at no' 3 Cobham Road has the sane

i ssues in that vehicles park close to the driveway and he cannot
reverse out safely as he can't see past the cars/vans. If these
dropped kerbs are approved then cars are going to park even cl oser
to their property as there will be just enough space for a van or
car to park to the right hand side of the 2nd dropped kerb. Both
resi dents at 3 Cobham Road are elderly and require care, they are
visited by health visitors anong others frequently each week. These
visitors struggle to park on the road because the road is full nost
days, this

devel opnent agai n nakes this much worse for the residents and
services required to assist them

Wth the 2nd dropped kerb being on the boundary to no' 3 Cobham
Road, it introduces further tight turns and blind spots for what

will

probably be parking for the applicants |arge builder vans that
currently reside in the applicants front garden. This will increase
the potential for accidents if they are reversing in and out blindly
as there are also many elderly and school children wal king this way
and views will be restricted by the trees and other vehicles that
wi |l be parked on the road.

3. Environnental and Visual Harm

The proposal will require the renoval of healthy trees and greenery,
whi ch:

- Contradi cts Wki ngham Borough Council's Tree Policy and Cimate
Energency Action Plan and | quote 'pronotes preserving green
infrastructure and ensuri ng new devel opnents do not conpronise the
nat ural environnent.'

- Results in increased visual intrusion froma parking area vi ewed
fromour property's entrance, first floor bathroom and naster
bedr oom wi ndow. These views of uninterrupted greenery will be
conpletely

ruined and replaced with the view of 2 conmercial vans, viewing into
ot her gardens beyond 273 plus further vans that park on the road
because there's no other space.

- Inpacts the visual anenity and character of the street scene,

af fecti ng nei ghbouring properties. These trees create natura
screening and privacy for our property as the roads are lined with
trees and doesn't allow us to ook into those gardens on Wki ngham
Road and equally for themnot to |l ook up to our wi ndows froma



distance. It is duly noted that other residents have commented on
the visual inpact fromtheir gardens |ooking into a parking lot for
cars/vans and | share their concerns.

| therefore urge the Council to reject the application on the
foll owi ng grounds:

a) The proposed devel opnent is excessive in scale and
di sproportionate to the property size;

b) It would exacerbate existing parking and safety i ssues on Cobham
Road as well as 1 proposed kerb not actually being a viable
pr oposal

c) It would result in loss of privacy and negatively inpact the
natural views and enjoynent from 4 Cobham Road.

d) It would require the destruction of valuable greenery, contrary
to local planning policies and climte action conmitnents that are
not addressed by the application for this unnecessary additiona
parki ng request.

Yours sincerely,
Vi shal G ga



