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COWENTS:

I wish to fornmally object to Planning Application 261059 relating to
t he proposed Barkham Square devel opnent, which seeks perm ssion for
up to 660 new dwel I ings and associ ated devel opnent on | and sout h of
Langl ey Common Road, adjacent to Arborfield G een. The proposa

would result in the loss of significant areas of agricultural |and
and open countryside and woul d pl ace unacceptabl e pressure on | oca
infrastructure, particularly the hi ghway network

1. Unsustainable I npact on Local Roads and Traffic

Arborfield Geen has al ready experienced substantial growth over
recent years through the ongoing Strategic Devel opnent Location
(SDL) expansion. While significant nunbers of homes have been

built, many residents continue to experience increasing congestion
on key routes including Nine Mle Ride, Mdl e Road, Readi ng Road,
Langl ey Common Road, and routes connecting to the A327 and M4
corridor.

The addition of a further 660 hones will inevitably generate

t housands of additional vehicle novenents per day. The existing
transport network is already under increasing pressure,
particularly during peak comuting and school travel periods.

Resi dents frequently

experi ence delays, and further devel opnent risks creating severe and
| ong-term congesti on

| amparticularly concerned that the proposed devel opnent appears to
rely heavily on existing infrastructure that was planned for the
original SDL. Finchanpstead Parish Council has correctly noted that
the original infrastructure assunptions are now becom ng outdated as
additional sites are added to the SDL beyond those originally

envi saged.

Bef ore any permi ssion is granted, the Council should require clear
and i ndependently verified evidence denbnstrati ng:

- The cumnul ative inpact of all recent and proposed devel opnents in
rborfield Geen.

- The capacity of surroundi ng roads and junctions.

- The inpact on school traffic and | ocal comruting routes.

- The adequacy of proposed public transport sol utions.

In the absence of such evidence, the application should be refused.
2. Loss of Green Space and Agricultural Land

One of the principal attractions of Arborfield Geenis its

sem -rural character and proxinity to open countryside. The proposed
devel opnment woul d urbani se approximately 41.8 hectares of |and
currently conprising fields and farn and.

The pernmanent |oss of this countryside woul d:

- Reduce biodiversity and wildlife habitats.

- Dimnish the rural setting of Arborfield G een.

- Renove val uabl e agricultural |and.

- Further erode the distinction between existing settl enents.

Al t hough the application includes green infrastructure and SANG
provi sion, these neasures do not replace the environnental val ue of
exi sting open countryside and farnl and. Once devel oped, these



| andscapes are | ost forever.

3. Increnmental Urban Spraw

This proposal represents a further extension of the Arborfield G een
SDL beyond the scale originally anticipated. Finchanpstead Parish
Council has noted that the devel opnent would effectively increase
the SDL area by approxinmately 25% raising concerns that the
infrastructure strategy supporting the original SDL no |onger
reflects the scale of devel opnent now bei ng proposed.

There is a legitimate concern that approving additional |arge-scale
devel opnents of this nature will lead to continuous outward
expansion, gradually elininating the remaining countryside buffers
bet ween

comunities.

The Council shoul d consider whether this proposal is consistent with
mai ntai ning the separate identity and character of the surrounding
settl enents.

4. Failure to Prioritise Sustai nabl e Devel opnent

Sust ai nabl e devel opnent shoul d bal ance housi ng needs agai nst
environnental protection, infrastructure capacity, and quality of
life. This proposal risks undernining that bal ance.

The | ocation renmi ns heavily dependent upon car travel for

enpl oynent, shopping, and access to wi der transport networks.
Despite references to sustainable transport, the practical reality
is that many residents will continue to rely on private vehicles,

t her eby wor seni ng congesti on and emni ssi ons.

5. Pressure on Conmunity Infrastructure

Local schools, healthcare services, recreational facilities, and
conmunity services are already experiencing the effects of rapid
popul ation growth. Wiile Arborfield Green has benefited from

i nvestnent in schools and community facilities, residents continue
to face increasing denand for these services. [woki ngham gov.uk] An
additional 660 honmes could result in well over 1,500 additiona
residents, creating further pressure on

- @GP surgeries and heal thcare provision

- Primary and secondary school places.

- Public transport services.

- Local anenities and recreational facilities.

The application should not be approved unless the Council is
satisfied that infrastructure delivery will genuinely keep pace wth
devel opnent.

As a resident of Arborfield Green, | have already experienced the
consequences of the substantial growth that has taken place in
recent years. Cbtaining a routine GP appoi ntnent can often involve
wai ting periods of around one nonth, denonstrating the existing
pressure on |ocal healthcare services. In addition, Mle Road

regul arly

experiences significant congestion during weekday nornings and |l ate
aft ernoons due to school drop-offs, pick-ups, and commuter traffic
travelling to and fromwork. These are not theoretical concerns but
daily realities for local residents. The addition of a further 660
hones and t he associated increase in population would inevitably

pl ace even greater strain on healthcare provision and the |Iocal road
net wor k, worsening problens that are already affecting the

conmmuni ty.

Concl usi on
My concerns are based not only on planning principles but also on ny



direct experience as a |local resident who has witnessed increasing
congestion and pressure on public services as Arborfield Green has
xpanded. The proposed devel opnent woul d exacerbate these existing
probl ens and further dimnish the quality of life for current and
future residents.

While | recognise the need for new housing w thin the borough

growt h nust be delivered in a way that protects existing conmunities
and ensures that infrastructure can accomodate additional denand
The proposed Barkham Squar e devel opnent woul d:

- Generate significant additional traffic on already congested

roads. - Result in the loss of valuable countryside and agricultura
| and.
- Contribute to urban spraw and erosion of |ocal character. - Place

addi ti onal pressure on schools, healthcare, and comunity

servi ces

- Extend devel opnent beyond the scale originally envisaged for the
Arborfield G een SDL.

For these reasons, | respectfully request that Wki ngham Borough
Counci | refuse Planning Application 261059.



