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COWENTS:

Whil st | wel cone any proposal that purports to have intentions to

i mprove sports, leisure and recreational facilities, nmy observations
to this application are that it does not appear to have devel oped as
the result of proper consultation with the conmunity and with key
parties, particularly Shinfield Rangers FC

I note that many of the conmments and objections to the plan relate
to renmoval of the football pitches at MIlwrth Lane wi thout any
reassurance that provision will be made el sewhere. The significant
reference to the inpact on local football denbnstrates the

unavoi dable fact that it is the single |l argest participation team
sport nationally and globally by a huge distance. It is in a tinme of
real growh, particularly regarding girls and wonen's football and
it appears there has been no proper consideration of this.

We noved to Shinfield just over 4 years ago and Shinfield Rangers
qui ckly becane a significant part of our daughter's life as she
started playing grassroots foothall. But what was al so apparent was
the central role that the club plays in the local comunity. The
support of the club over the last 3 years has enabl ed our daughter
to play representative football for the district schools and to be
sel ected for Reading FC energing talent centre. Two other girls from
her age group have al so devel oped via the club onto the sane

pat hways denonstrating the rich pool of talent that the club
nurtures and

supports.

The pitches at MIlworth Lane are excellent quality and nore
inmportantly are a hub of community activity at weekends. Renovi ng
themwi thout a plan for alternatives is a huge oversight.

Whilst | welcone the intention to upgrade the facilities | question
how nuch benefit the following will have in that location and what
value they will provide

A 5 a side pitch versus two proper pitches

2 x netball / basketball courts. Is there a clear demand for that ?
Do we need additional tennis courts given that it is quite rare to
see all 4 of the existing courts being used at the sane tine ?

| do recognise that padel is a growth sport with increasi ng demand
and see the benefit it could provide.

| agree with other conments that the proposed running track does not
appear fit for purpose in this proposal although the concept of a
well lit area for exercise that pronotes safety should be wel coned.

Is there demand for a clinbing wall of this nature and the punp
track in this location ?

| accept that football is not everything and that nany people don't
foll ow or support the sport but it is the nost popul ar and
importantly provides an excellent opportunity for people of al
ages to

participate in team sport and devel op both sporting and socia
skills.

I would urge that the proposals are revisited to ensure that they
properly nmeet the needs of the local conmmunity. In ny view at the



very least, the 9 a side pitch area within the running track should
be developed as a full tine pitch to enable the continuation of
junior football to be played at MIlworth Lane due to the |ack of
suitable alternative quality pitches and in support of the football
club's presence at this location to be naintained.



