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COWENTS:
| amwiting to object to the proposed Al data centre at Thanes
Val | ey ParKk.

My main concern is the inpact that a devel opnent of this size and
scale will have on the environnent, wildlife and people |iving
near by.

This is not sinply a browfield officesite - Al though the proposa
is on an existing office site, it is right next to the Thanes
Vall ey Park nature reserve and wetland areas. These areas are hone
to a wide range of wildlife and are an inportant part of the loca
envi ronnent .

A large data centre will operate 24 hours a day, every day. It wll
have substantial cooling equipnent, generators and ot her plant
runni ng conti nuously. The potential effects of the resulting noise,
heat, lighting and air pollution on the surrounding wildlife need to
bepr operly consi dered.

Heat is a particular concern - A data centre of this size wll
generate a huge anpbunt of waste heat. Unl ess that heat can be
effectively reused, it will have to be released into the surroundi ng
envi ronnent .

I am concerned about theeffect of continuous heat discharge on the
nearby wetlands, wildlife and | ocal environnent. The Council should
require the applicant to clearly explain how nuch heat will be
produced, how nmuch can realistically be reused and where the

remai ning heat wllgo

The use of natural gas is also concerning - The proposed devel opnent
i ncl udes natural -gas-powered fuel cells. Natural gas is a fossi

fuel and using it to provide power for a new devel opnent of this
scale will result in significant carbon eni ssions.

This seens difficult to reconcile with Wki ngham Borough Council's
commitnent to becom ng carbon neutral by 2030.

The Council should require a clear assessnent of the devel opnent's
total carbon enissions over its lifetime, including the energy used
to operate it and the em ssions fromthe proposed on-site power
generati on.

It should not be assuned that cleaner fuels such as hydrogen or
bi onethane will be available in the future. The assessnent should be
based on what is actually being proposed now.

Backup generators will create additional noise and pollution.



The devel opnent will also require backup power generation. If diese
generators are used, they will produce additional noise and air
pol lution when they are tested or operated.

Even if they are described as energency equi pnent, they still need
to be considered as part of the overall inpact of the devel opnent.
The Council should assess the noise and emi ssions fromthe
generators, including when several generators nay operate at the
sane tine.

For the sake of honeowners property value, there is huge i npact on
near by. hones

There are hones on the other side of the railway enbanknent which
could be affected by the devel opnent.

The railway enbankment should not sinply be assuned to provide ate
protection fromnoise. A data centre will have cooling systens,
fans, transforners, generators and other nechani cal equi pnent
operating around the cl ock

Ni ght-tine noise is particularly inportant because background noi se
is lower and residents are nore likely to notice continuous
nmechani cal noi se

The Council should nmake sure that noise is assessed at the actua
near by honmes and shoul d consi der not just average noise |evels but
al so | owfrequency and tonal noise, which can be particularly

i ntrusive.

There are al so potential concerns about |ighting, visual inpact, air
em ssions and waste heat.

Not least, the inpact on wildlife is enornous.

The nature reserve and wetl ands are val uabl e | ocal habitats.
Wldlife can be affected by nore than just thephysical |oss of
habi t at .

Conti nuous noise, artificial lighting, heat and air pollution can

al so change the conditions in which aninals, birds and insects live.

The fact that the devel opnent nmay provide a Biodiversity Net Gain
el sewhere does not necessarily renove the need to protect the
habitats and wildlife already present around Thanes Vall ey Park.

The first priority should be to avoid or mnimse harmto the
exi sting environnent.

Pl us, a nuch nore intensive use of the site nonstop
The existing office use and a 24-hour data centre are very

di fferent.

This proposal would introduce a large industrial-scale operation
with significant energy requirenents, cooling equipnent, power
i nfrastructure and backup generation

The Council therefore needs toconsider the conbined effect of al



t hese things noi se, heat, air pollution, lighting, carbon
em ssions and the inpact on wildlife and nearby residents - rather
than | ooki ng at each issue separately.

| recognise that data centres are an inportant partof nodern
technol ogy and the digital econony. However, that does not nean that
their environnmental and |ocal inpacts should be overl ooked.

| ask Woki ngham Borough Council to properly assess the inpact of
this devel opnent on the Thanes Vall ey Park naturereserve and
wet | ands,

wildlife, nearby residents, noise levels, air quality and the
Council's own carbon-neutrality objectives.

If these inpacts cannot be adequately avoided or mitigated, |
bel i eve the application should be refused.



