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Heritage statement for applicaƟon reference: PP-15074231 

DescripƟon 

The proposal is to replace the exisƟng copper telephone wire to Randalls House with fibre to enable 
conƟnued telephone and Internet services when the telephone system changes to digital, planned 
for January 2027.  AŌer this date the exisƟng copper line will no longer work and will be removed.  It 
will then be impossible to work from home, or stay in contact with family and friends without it. 

Historical Background 

The property was Listed as Grade II in January 2011 with List Entry Number 1396416.  It is described 
as: “a Ɵmber-framed building probably of C17 origin”, and the principal reason is that: “a substanƟal 
porƟon of the Ɵmber-framed core of the building sƟll survives”. 

The earliest detail I have is in the sale details of the Haines Hill Estate dated 16 July 1919, in which 
the house was Lot 2 (see picture on page 2).  It was described as a pair of picturesque coƩages.  The 
photograph in the sales details shows the lower half of the front elevaƟon has been faced in brick, 
and the LisƟng Entry suggests this was done in the C18 or early C19. 

Applicant’s Statement 

My view is that the proposal does not affect the character, appearance, or seƫng of Randalls House.  
The fibre cable, which is 6.0mm in diameter, is no more prominent than the exisƟng telephone line, 
which is also 6.0mm in diameter, which will eventually be removed.  Only two 8mm diameter holes 
need to be drilled into the brickwork.  One through the porch wall that was built in early 1990s, and 
the other through single brickwork at first floor level.   

Also, the visual impact has been miƟgated by:  

1) using buckle cable clips, which are much neater than modern ones. 
2) running the verƟcal secƟon of the black cable on a black column, and alongside the exisƟng 

telephone cable, which will eventually be removed. 
3) running the horizontal part of the cable along a brick ledge which is not an original part of 

the structure, and painƟng the black cable white to match the wall colour. 
4) concealing the external terminal box within the porch, and painƟng it white. 

LocaƟon Plan 

On page 3 is a locaƟon plan showing the two closest listed buildings. 

 

 

 



Notes
1. The ground floor front elevation is all brick, and the left-hand corner column (on the north-east corner) 

appears to be joined to the sole plate in 1919.  Today, and in 1981, when my wife and I first bought the 
house, there are reinforced brick foundations, creating a ledge just above ground level.

2. The roof is already tiled in 1919, although the roof structure looks like it was designed for thatch.
3. It is two dwellings in 1919, but when bought in 1981 it was one.  The east and west extensions were 

added in early 1990s, and the conservatory in summer 2010.

Sale details dated July 1919

Front elevation July 2026
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