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COWENTS:

| amwiting to express ny strong opposition to the proposed

redevel opnent plans for MIlwrth Lane, particularly due to the
potential negative inpact on the |local sports teans that rely on its
pi t ches.

**|oss of Vital Football Facilities**

The proposed changes threaten to elinmnate or dininish the existing
football pitches, which are crucial to our conmunity's sports
environnent. Teans |ike Shinfield Rangers, along with other |oca
organi zati ons, depend on these facilities for regular training and
mat ches. Reducing or renoving these pitches would directly affect
young players' opportunities for athletic growh and persona

devel opnent. The demand for football facilities is already high, and
the existing arrangenents barely neet this need; decreasing capacity
could result in the displacenent of teans or even force sone to

di sband.

**| nsufficient Replacenent Facilities for Football**

Al t hough the plans include new sports pitches and fitness areas,
there is no assurance that these will adequately neet the needs of
football activities. Football clubs, especially those focused on
yout h

devel opnent, require anple, regulation-sized pitches, training
areas, and proper infrastructure. Wthout these provisions, it wll
be

i npossible to address the current or future needs of teans |ike
Shinfield Rangers, which play an inportant role in encouraging
girls' participation in sports. Any redevel opnment should prioritize
retai ning and enhancing football-specific facilities.

**Qverdevel opnent and M salignment with Community Needs**

The proposal appears overly anbitious, incorporating features such
as an events nound, clinbing wall, and running track, which do not
align with local needs. There seens to have been linited
consultation with conmunity sports groups, leading to a plan that
overl ooks existing usage patterns. The council should instead focus
on sustaining nultiple football pitches in this area to address a

| ongst andi ng denand and benefit |ocal clubs, schools, and residents.

**Par ki ng and Accessibility |ssues**

The proposal also |lacks a viable parking solution, a |ongstanding
issue at MIlworth Lane. Expandi ng parking and ensuring safe,
accessible entry for players, parents, and spectators is crucial
especially for a facility that serves nmany young participants. A
wel | -t hought - out redesi gn of the parking and access areas woul d
significantly enhance the site's usability for everyone involved.

**Envi ronnmental and Conmunity | npact**
The renoval of existing infrastructure could jeopardize the site's
nat ural features, potentially affecting drainage, wildlife, and



bi odi versity. The council should prioritize environnental
assessnents and preservation initiatives to safeguard the |oca
ecosystem which adds value to the area and contributes to the
wel | -being of the community.

**| nsufficient Consultation with Key Stakehol ders**

It is alarmng that there has been i nadequate consultation with the
| ocal community, particularly with clubs |like Shinfield Rangers that
rely on these facilities. For any redevel opnment plan to be
effective, it nust be infornmed by the needs of those who utilize
these spaces regularly for organi zed sports. The Shinfield conunity
treasures these pitches as a hub for unity, physical activity, and
yout h

devel opnent, and the council's plans should reflect this.

In conclusion, while the redevel opnent of MIIworth Lane may offer
sone potential benefits, the current proposal risks jeopardizing
essential sports facilities that serve the Shinfield comunity,
particularly the Shinfield Rangers girls' team from which ny
daughter has derived i nmense value. | strongly urge the council to
reconsider its plans, prioritize the needs of the current sports
groups dependent on these facilities, and engage collaboratively
with themto ensure the project aligns with the conmunity's
requirenents.



