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COVWNENTS:
OBJECTI ON TO PLANNI NG APPLI CATI ON 252782 - Forner Prince Brothers
Service Station, Ad Bath Road, Charvi

I wish to object to planning application 252782 for the proposed
fuel storage and distribution depot at the former Prince Brothers
service station on Od Bath Road, Charvil. The devel opnent is
entirely

i nappropriate for this location and presents serious risks to public
safety, the environnent and | ocal residential anenity.

1. Unacceptable proximty to Charvil Country Park, the AOd River
Loddon and the | ake system

My famly and | use Charvil Country Park regularly we wal k our dog
there nost days, and ny children often ride their bikes along the
near by paths and around the | akes. The park is a vital part of our
daily routine and wel |l bei ng, providing peaceful green space where we
can safely enjoy nature.

The proposed industrial fuel depot would sit directly beside this

i mportant public space, which is hone to otters, bats, deer
anphi bi ans, fish and an extensive range of bird and plant life.

Noi se, lighting, fumes and vehicle novenents fromsuch a facility
woul d seriously danmage the tranquillity of the area and disrupt
wildlife behaviours. It would al so nake the space far |ess appealing
and safe for famlies |like ours to continue using.

The applicant's suggestion of "biodiversity net gain" through
limted planting in no way conpensates for the ecol ogical risks
created by storing close to amillion litres of fuel next to a
nature reserve

2. Flood risk and high likelihood of environnmental contam nation

Havi ng lived here for over a decade, | have wi tnessed significant
flooding in this area nultiple tines, including water reaching the
boundaries of this very site. Flood events in 2014 and again in 2024
were substantial enough to nmake the site visibly unsafe for anything
i nvol vi ng hazardous substances.

This location sits within a recogni sed floodplain. Storing diesel
kerosene and ot her hydrocarbons here presents an unacceptabl e
contam nation risk to:

The A d R ver Loddon

Canberra Lake and the country park | akes

The Ri ver Thanes downstream



Local soils and groundwat er

In flood conditions, it would be inpossible to contain fuel spills
or failures. Any |eakage would rapidly spread through saturated
ground and connected wat erways, causing long-lasting and potentially
irreversible ecol ogi cal danage. Wth clinmate change increasing the
frequency and severity of flood events, the risks are escal ating,

not

di m ni shi ng.

3. Public health and safety risks

Fuel depots carry well-docunented dangers, as shown by incidents
such as the Bram ey fuel |eak, which resulted in water
cont am nati on,

expl osion risks and considerabl e di sruption to residents and

busi nesses. These risks would beconme a pernmanent feature of life in
Charvil should this depot be approved.

Qper ati onal concerns

The wi der area already struggles with heavy vehicle novenents from
Denmar k House, where lorries frequently park hazardously. Adding
fuel tankers to this stretch of road will only worsen existing

i ssues.

When Speedy Fuel s previously operated here without a licence in
Decenber 2024, tankers were observed turning across both
carriageways near a bend an extrenely dangerous nmanoeuvre given the
limted

visibility.

4. Fire risk and inadequate assessnent of cunul ative hazards

Fuel storage is legally classified as a hazardous operati on gover ned
by strict regulations. The applicant's safety assessnent, however,
considers only risks within its own boundary and fails to address

the adjoining tyre storage and distribution facility another
recogni sed high-risk use

The National Planning Policy Franework requires decision-makers to
consi der cunulative risks and avoi d devel opnents that introduce
unaccept abl e dangers to the public. Wthout a cross-boundary
assessnent, the application | acks the necessary information to nake
a sound or |awful decision.

5. Highway safety, traffic generation and unsuitable road
infrastructure

The proposal would add a substantial nunber of tanker and vehicle
novenents to A d Bath Road, including

59 articul ated tanker novenents per week (Mon-Fri)

73 car/van novenents per week (Mon-Fri)
Addi tional weekend traffic

add Bath Road is a narrow, senmi-rural residential route. It is the



mai n wal ki ng and cycling corridor between Charvil and Twyford, used
extensively by fanilies, commuters and school children. My own
children routinely cycle along this route, and we frequently wal k
our dog nearby, so we are acutely aware of how busy and constrai ned
it already is.

I ntroduci ng heavy industrial vehicles increases the |ikelihood of
serious or even fatal accidents, especially given the poor
visibility in places and tight road |layout. The road was not built
to handle this level of HGV traffic, and woul d degrade rapidly
despite recent

resurfacing.

6. Noi se, operating hours and inpact on residential anenity

The proposed operating hours 5amto 6pm seven days a week, with the
possibility of tankers arriving outside these tines represent a
dramatic intensification of activity conpared to the forner service
station.

Noi se fromtankers, reversing al arns, |oading operations and vehicle
novenents woul d severely inpact residents' ability to enjoy their
hones, gardens and | ocal green spaces, particularly during early
nor ni ngs, eveni ngs and weekends. This conflicts directly with |oca
pl anning policies protecting residential anenity.

7. Inappropriate |and use and failure to denonstrate need

A fuel depot is an industrial operation entirely unsuitable for a
site so close to over 1,000 hones, a nature reserve, and popul ar
recreational areas. The applicant has not justified why this

| ocation is necessary, nor explained why safer, nore appropriate
i ndustrial sites have not been consi dered.

The unaut hori sed operation of the facility in Decenber 2024
denonstrated the di sruption and safety concerns that woul d acconpany
full approval

Concl usi on

This application presents a conbination of unacceptable risks
floodi ng, fuel spill danger, fire hazards, HGV traffic,

envi ronnent al danmage, and harmto conmunity wel |l bei ng. Based on ny
own experiences of flooding, regular use of Charvil Country Park,
and the daily presence of ny children on local cycling routes, | am
deeply concerned about the |ong-term consequences if this proposa
were allowed to

proceed.

For the safety of residents, protection of the environnent, and
preservation of Charvil's character, | respectfully urge the counci
to refuse planning application 252782.



