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To whomit nmay concern, | wish to object in the strongest possible
terns to planning application 260439. | wite not only as a |l oca

resi dent who regul arly uses Range Road for wal king and recreation
with ny young fanmly, but also as soneone with a deep-rooted
connection to this area, having lived in a property directly
adj oi ning the proposed site for 25 years. Over that tinme | have

wi t nessed the gradual and often sensitive evolution of Finchanpstead
parish, and | renmin

closely connected to the locality through ongoing fanmly ties. It is
preci sely because of this long-standing famliarity with the

| andscape, infrastructure, and planning context that | fee
conpelled to rai se serious concerns.

Unsui tabl e Location and Lack of Sustainability

The proposal represents devel opnent in a denonstrably unsuitable

| ocati on when assessed agai nst both |ocal and national planning
policy. Range Road is a narrow, single-track, largely unmade | ane
that is entirely inappropriate for the level and type of vehicul ar
use that would inevitably arise fromthe proposed schene. There are
no

meani ngful anenities within safe or realistic wal king distance,
which directly conflicts with the principles of sustainable

devel opnent enbedded within the National Planning Policy Framework.
This would result in an overreliance on private vehicles,
increasing traffic novenents along a route that is already

constrai ned, hazardous, and fundanentally unsuited to
intensification. Such a pattern of

devel opnent is inconsistent with both the spatial strategy of the
Woki ngham Bor ough Local Pl an and the Fi nchanpstead Nei ghbour hood
Devel opnent Pl an, which seek to direct growh to sustainable

| ocations with appropriate infrastructure.

H ghway Safety and Junction Constraints

The junction of Range Road with Nine Mle Ride presents particul ar
concern. Visibility splays are poor, and the alignnent of the road
conbined with traffic speeds creates an inherently dangerous
situation even under current conditions. This junction is already
experiencing increased pressure as a direct consequence of nmjor
near by

devel opnent, including that associated with Arborfield Garrison and
al ong East hanpst ead Road. The cunul ative inpact of further traffic
generated by this proposal would exacerbate an al ready strained

| ocal highway network, contrary to Wki ngham Borough Council's Loca
Plan policies on transport safety and capacity, as well as nationa
gui dance whi ch seeks to prevent devel opnent that would result in
severe residual cunul ative inpacts on the road network

Previ ous Refusal and Wrseni ng Conditions

It is also inportant to note that a previous planning application
relating to this site was refused, in part due to access concerns.
Those concerns have not been resolved and, if anything, have
intensified due to increased background traffic and further
degradation of the lane itself. The physical characteristics of
Range Road renai n unchanged; it is w nding, |acks formal passing



pl aces, and has recently suffered danage to its verges through

unaut hori sed activity. This has further reduced its already linited
functionality, nmaking safe passage for both vehicles and
pedestrians increasingly difficult. The inability of vehicles to
pass safely, conbined with the | ack of pedestrian refuge, presents a
cl ear and ongoi ng hazard that should weigh heavily in the

determ nation of this application. Inadequate Access for Devel opnent
and Servi cing

The practicalities of accessing the site for the type of devel opnent
proposed raise further significant concerns. The delivery and siting
of caravans or sinmlar structures would be extrenely chall engi ng

wi t hout causing additional harmto the surroundi ng environnent,

i ncluding verges, mature trees, and potentially protected features
such as those subject to Tree Preservation Orders. Routine servicing
requi renents, including septic tank nai ntenance and waste

coll ection, would necessitate access by larger vehicles that the
road is sinply not capable of accommopdating without further physica
damage. This

directly conflicts with local plan requirenents that devel opnent be
supported by adequate infrastructure and safe access arrangenents.
Energency Access and Fire Risk

Energency access is a critical issue that appears not to have been
adequat el y addressed. Mdern energency service vehicles require
sufficient width, turning capability, and reliable access routes to
respond effectively, none of which are provided by Range Road in its
current form In the context of caravan-based accommodati on, which
is widely acknow edged to carry a higher fire risk than conventiona
housi ng, this becones an even nore serious concern. National fire
saf ety considerations highlight the vulnerability of such

devel opnents, particularly where access is constrai ned. The proposa
woul d therefore place future occupants at an el evated and
unacceptable level of risk, while also potentially del aying
energency response tines to the detrinment of both the site and
surroundi ng properties. Environnmental |npact and Policy Conflict

In ternms of environnental inpact, the site and its surroundings form
part of a sensitive rural |andscape that contributes significantly
to the character and function of the wi der countryside setting of

Fi nchanpst ead. Local planning policy, including the Wkingham

Bor ough Local Pl an and the Fi nchanpstead Nei ghbour hood Devel opnent

Pl an, pl aces considerable weight on protecting rural character,
resisting inappropriate devel opnent in the countryside, and

saf eguar di ng

bi odi versity. The introduction of a devel opnent of this nature would
erode that character, introducing visual intrusion, noise, and
activity that are wholly at odds with the established use and
appearance of the area.

DEFRA Magi ¢ Map and Ecol ogi cal Sensitivity

Ref erence to the DEFRA Magic Map further reinforces the
environnental sensitivity of the location. The napping | ayers
identify areas of

ecol ogi cal and | andscape i nportance, and devel opnents within or

adj acent to such areas are expected to denonstrate clear avoi dance
of harm and, where possible, nmeasurable enhancenent. It is difficult
to see how the current proposal could neet these requirenents,
particularly given the access constraints and the |ikelihood of

physi cal disturbance to surrounding habitats during both
construction and ongoi ng use. The proposal therefore appears to
conflict with both national environmental protections and |oca
policy objectives relating to biodiversity and | andscape
conservati on.



Overall Conflict with Local and National Planning Policy

Taken as a whole, the proposal conflicts with key principles of
sust ai nabl e devel opnent, fails to align with the spatial strategy
and policies of the Wkingham Borough Local Pl an, and undern nes
the locally derived objectives of the Finchanpstead Nei ghbour hood
Devel opment Plan. It al so raises serious concerns when assessed
again st national planning policy and environnental protection
framewor ks. The cunul ative wei ght of these issues clearly indicates
that the

devel opnent is inappropriate for the site and would result in
unaccept abl e i npacts on highway safety, environnmental quality, and
| ocal character.



