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COWENTS:

The site has already been the subject of a planning application
(App 233039) which was refused by Wki ngham Borough Council in
February 2024. The main reason for refusal was the renoval of
existing trees, carried out by the devel oper before the application
was submitted

This reason for refusal still stands, as nothing has been done to
mtigate the loss of the mature trees which provided a significant
backdrop to Jardi ne Meadows. No attenpt has been nade to reintroduce
the variety of trees which were renoved and, indeed, the land in
question has been constantly cut to ensure that no saplings growin
their place.

The arboricultural report submtted in support of this application
appears to attenpt to gl oss over the whol esal e destruction of the
many trees which were felled by the applicant during the height of
the bird-nesting season, in preparation for subnission of
application 233039. It necessitated the i medi ate placing of a tree
preservation order on the cleared | and (TPO 1968-2024), but

di sappointingly no requirenent on the applicant to replace the
trees lost with mature

speci es.

The trees forman inportant part of the wildlife corridor which
stretches the length of both Croft Road and Hyde End Lane. Further
breaches of this corridor would be depl orabl e.

The second reason for refusal of the previous application was that
no assessnment for the presence of great crested news had been
carried out. As far as | amaware, no assessnent has been nade for
this current application.

Equal ly, it appears that no bat survey was undertaken to support
this application. Wile the nunber of bats has definitely reduced
since the destruction of nmuch of their natural habitat in 2023,
there are still significant nunbers in the i Mmediate area. A ful

bat survey should be carried out and nmitigation neasures need to be
put in place should this application be allowed.

Finally, the site lies within the DEPZ of AWE Burghfield, within
whi ch devel opnent is restricted. The policy against such devel opnent
nmust be followed rigorously and consistently to have any i npact.



