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COMMENTS:

As ward councillor for Spencers Whod and Swal lowfield | feel that
perm ssion should be refused for this application because:

1. It's a substantial devel opment which increases the nunber of
houses in Spencers Wod by 16% and is counter to Policy SS5 of the
energing Local Plan, Devel opnent in the Countryside.

2. The devel opnent is counter to Policy SS7 of the energing Loca

Pl an, Devel opnent in the vicinity of Atom c Wapons Establishnments
(AVE). It would lead to an increase of about 950 in the

residential population, the SANG and nulti-functional open space,
Doctors Surgery and ' Enpl oynent Zone' would both increase visitors,
and the care honme in particular would introduce a vul nerabl e group
of 80 to the Detail ed Enmergency Pl anni ng Zone (DEPZ), as well as
all the staff needed to care for them

As the instruction is to 'Shelter in Place', it is not clear how a
school can be used as an energency shelter [as described on p. 118
of the Design and Access Statenent] except for the staff and
students at the school. It might even attract people from el sewhere
when they should be sheltering in place in their own hones. |
understand that sheltering in place is only likely to last for two
days, after which evacuation is required. Tenporary structures such
as tents would not be suitable protection against radiation.

In the event of an energency, both vehicle access points would take
residents in the direction of AVE rather than away fromit. 3. The
mai n access point to the devel opnent is a proposed roundabout at the
junction of Basingstoke Road and Back Lane, sited just after a
series of blind bends on the B3349, when approaching fromthe south.
4, There is no indication of any type of pedestrian crossing at
either of the main access points, or indeed near BenhamDrive, to
al | ow

children fromthat estate and the Norman R se estate to cross the
road safely on the way to school

5. The nmain access point will lead traffic directly al ong Back Lane,
Lanbs Lane and Whitehouse Lane to the A33, taking it past Lanbs Lane
Primary School, across an al ready dangerous junction with Beech Hil
Road, and al ong Wit ehouse Lane, which is not nmuch nore than single
track, to an 'unmarked' junction with the A33. To go north from
there will involve driving 2.5 nmles south to the roundabout
junction with the B3349 and then 2.5 nmiles north again. (Barge
Lane via Lanbs Lane and Kingsbridge Hill is another problematic rat
run which would see nore use if there are no other inprovenents to
the road system)

6. Lorry novenents fromthe ' Enpl oyment zone' will simlarly head
for the Back Lane route or, if they obey the weight restriction
will either take the tw sty B3349 t hrough Swal |l owfi el d and Ri sel ey
village or the B3349 north through Spencers Wod village towards the
V!

Junction 11.

7. The 'Larchwood' public right of way is a Byway Open to Al

Traffic (BOAT), and it would not be acceptable to allow notorized
vehicles on it. Simlarly, notorized access should not be all owed
onto Hunters

Vay.



8. The 'Larchwood' public right of way will need inproving and

mai ntaining, as it is unnetall ed, nuddy and often overgrown with
veget ati on.

9. Even the prinmary avenue is designated as 'No' for bus access,
precluding a bus '"turning route', in the event that a bus service
term nates here, or coach travel to the sports pitches.

10. There is no pedestrian or cycle access to/from Sussex Lane. The
only access at the eastern end of the devel opnent is through a
children's playground in Century Drive and it's not clear whether
this is suitable for general pedestrian (and cycle) access.

11. All pedestrian and cycle access to/from Swallowfield is via

Basi ngst oke Road with blind bends and a narrow pavenent, which nake
it dangerous for children from Swallowfield to access the school

12. The nearest viable railway station is Green Park, as there is
insufficient parking at Mortiner Station

13. The bus service is only hourly, weekdays and Saturdays only, and
only runs from Ri seley to Reading, via Mereoak Park and Ride. This
is not sufficient to deter car drivers fromusing their car for nost
trips and the devel opers should fund an hourly service to/fromthe
devel opnent to supplenent the hourly service to/fromRiseley, and a
service on Sunday.

14. No provider has been nentioned for the Care Home and there is no
evidence that a Care Hone in this area is required.

15. Another one-formentry primary school is not viable, so the
presunption is that a Lanbs Lane School would relocate to the
proposed school, to nmake it two-formentry, but there is no

i ndication as to how this would be funded. Primary school places are
al ready under

pressure in this area: Lanbs Lane catchnment area is so small that no
children fromSwallowfield are currently attending it. Perhaps the
school needs to have the potential to becone a three-form school
otherwi se we'll have the sane problemthe next tinme a devel opnent is
proposed in southern Spencers Wod/ Swal | owfi el d.

16. Cakbank Secondary School requires considerable investnment, which
shoul d be specified in a S106 agreenent, to attract children from
this devel opnent; otherw se the devel opnent will add to the

exi sting pressure on transporting children to secondary school s

el sewhere within and outside the Borough

17. No | and has been allocated for allotnments, of which there are
none in southern Spencers Wod.

18. As it's unlikely that Swallowfield Medical Centre will relocate
here in its entirety, the GP Surgery space allocated is probably too
large, but it is essential that one or two consulting roons and a
wai ting room be provided.

19. There are already two conveni ence stores within half a nmle of
the proposed village centre and it is not clear whether there would
be enough new custom for another. Conveni ence stores prefer to be on
the main road where they benefit frompassing traffic.

20. On the other hand, perhaps there is an argunent for a nore
conprehensive retail facility such as a small supernarket, of which
there are none in Three Ml e Cross/ Spencers

Whod/ Swal | owfi el d/ Ri sel ey.

21. The enpl oynment zone/industrial site seens undesirable in a
predonm nantly residential devel opnent, and it would create a gateway
of 'sheds' up to 12m high [p. 77 of the Design and Access Statenent]
at the entrance to Spencers Whod. It is not clear that there is any
demand for nore business parks in this area, which already has three



wi thin about half a mile.

22. There is no indication as to how 'no parking' is going to be
enforced on the Primary Avenue.

23. Spencers Wod has few three-storey residential buildings [p. 87
of the Design and Access Statenent] but the Building Heights
Paraneter Plan designates a large area to 'up to 3 storey'
bui | di ngs and nmuch of the rest of the residential area to "up to 2.5
storey'. These

hei ghts seem out of place in any rural location and are nost likely
to contribute to a nassed appearance.

24. There appears to be a lack of sufficient green space between the
new devel opnent and the existing houses to the north, west and east.
25. There does not appear to be any parking for the SANG which wll
attract dog wal kers and others from el sewhere.

26. There is likely to be evidence of Iron Age/ Roman settl enent at
the western end of the site: | understand froma |lady who |ived at
Body's Farnmhouse in the 1940s, when her father was tenant of Body's
Farm that there is a Ronman npbsai ¢ pavenent possibly now conceal ed
by hard standi ng behi nd Body's Farnhouse. W have found verified
Roman potsherds in the garden of Suvi kuja on the other side of

Basi ngst oke

Road.

| feel that, if planning approval is granted for this devel opnent,
it is essential for the developer to commt funding to secure the
infrastructure to nitigate the above issues -before devel opnent
begins - so that mistakes nade in the South of the M@ SDL are not
repeated. Appropriate arrangenents nust al so be nade to secure the
future nmanagenent and nai ntenance of the on-site infrastructure, and
utilities should be designed fromthe outside to mninise future

di sruption [Policy SS15 of the Emerging Local Plan].



