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COWENTS:
| strongly object to the proposed devel opnent for a | arge nunber of
fundanental reasons:

It is not in adherence with wi der planning conmtnents/strategies:
The site was not included in the Finchanpstead Nei ghborhood Pl an
(FNP) whi ch was approved by the |l ocal residents and adopted by the
Council last year. Gven this plan was only adopted in 2023 it is
the relevant plan available within the borough and approving a
devel opnent outside that plan | ess than 12 nonths later totally
underm nes the denocratic process to substantiate the plan in the
first place.

The devel opnent |ies outside of the accepted settlenment boundary of
Fi nchanpst ead. The proposed site would further reduce the buffer
zone between Eversley and Fi nchanpstead and set a dangerous
precedent for further expansion of the village boundari es.

When the site was put originally forward as SHLAA | and, Wbki ngham
Bor ough Council (WBC) determined that 'The site is |ocated

adj acent to the village of Finchanpstead. Devel opnent would fail to
achieve a satisfactory relationship to the existing settlenent,
greatly

expanding the built-up area of the village. The site is also nore
strongly related to the open countryside.' Nothing has changed that
shoul d nake the council adopt a different view

Whil st there is an accepted need for affordabl e housing,
facilitating such a predom nantly affordable schene (70%is
indicated to be affordable - only 30% private sale) is excessive.
Affordabl e dwel lings shoul d be spread through a parish and schenes
focusing on affordable dwellings as a nmeans to obtain planning on
constrained sites (in

other words to try and appease and appeal the planners) should be
avoi ded.

Affordabl e housing quotas in the area are being net through the

| arge devel opnent in Arborfiel d/ Barkham Fi nchanpstead and so a
further 28 in this location will not have a nmaterial inpact on the
ability to hit these targets.

In the week commencing the 22nd of July, there has been a

provi sional approval of 1,500 houses to be devel oped in South

Woki ngham This will further alleviate any concerns around

af fordabl e housing in the area as well as neeting the borough's
housi ng supply targets, renoving any need for this devel opnent going
f or war ds

The location is not suitable or practical:

The recent restoration of the | and owned by Cenex adjacent to the
proposed devel opnent has not been adequately assessed for the risk
of flooding. No work has been done to prove the ground is back to



it's original level followi ng the work done by Cenex. Day to day
evi dence of significant flooding on either side of the Bl ackwater
river, boggy ground in the surrounding fields (noticed when dog
wal ki ng) and stuck tractors that were conpleting the restoration
work all point to there being a significant and unquantified fl ood
risk to any new devel opnent.

There is a distinct lack of public transport for the devel opnent and
the FNP clearly states it's anbition to reduce car usage. Any
proposed bus service is not sustainable in the Iong run and so woul d
result in an increase in car traffic in the area. This in itself
poses multiple issues:

- Nearly all local services (secondary schools, nurseries, doctors
surgeries, dentists, post offices etc.) are only accessible by car
- The Finchanpstead War Menorial junction is a dangerous junction
wi th numerous accidents a year, the likelihood for further accidents
here will increase with nore cars on the |ocal roads

- The proposed site is also |ocated at a speed transition point
between a national speed limt and a 40nph zone. Further traffic
turning here woul d be unsafe as an entrance both during potentia
construction for large vehicles turning as well as upon conpl etion
- The FNP states sets it's anbition to 'Respect the rural |ane
network and their historic character. These include Barkham R de
Commonfield Road, Park Lane, Witehorse Lane, Dell Road and Lower
Sandhur st Road/ Anbarrow Lane.' This is put at great jeaopardy wth
nore housing in such close proximty to these roads.

The | ocal sewerage treatnent plant is already overwhelned with the
current nunber of properties that are connected to it. This

devel opnent wi |l cause unarguabl e i ncreased pressure on the sewage
system whi ch needs to be addressed prior to the approval of sites
whi ch have no accepted principle of devel opnent.

The FNP al so states it's anbition to 'Protect, maintain and enhance
Foot pat hs, Bridl eways, Byways and Permtted paths within the

pari sh'. The proposed devel opnent woul d renove a nuch | oved footpath
in the

pari sh and would reduce it to becone an all eyway between two sets of
housi ng.

Under the WBC s Core Strategy paper on housing, CP9 states 'The
scal e of devel opnent proposal s i n Wki ngham borough nust reflect the
exi sting or proposed levels of facilities and services at or in the
| ocation, together with their accessibility.' Al village facilities
wi t hi n Fi nchanpst ead have been lost in recent years including a post
of fice and petrol station. The shop attached to the local pub is not
a sustainable source of groceries given it's high prices and woul d
not |ikely support those seeking affordabl e housing.

Local services such as nurseries, schools (both primary and
secondary) and GP services are at or close to capacity, additiona
residents in the area would only increase pressure on these. |
nmyself amworried about the ability to send ny 11 nonth old
daughter to the local prinmary school in Finchanpstead given the
likely increase in young children that cones with a new devel opnent
- especially one so focused on af fordabl e housi ng.

It will have a significant inpact on the environnent:



The proposed site is immedi ately adjacent to the Mor G een Lakes
Nat ure Reserve, soon to becone a Country Park - making the site
totally out of place and putting risk on the very habitats and
wildlife it is there to encourage and protect. Protected Barn OM s
are often seen hunting in the field which |I have provided video
evidence of. It is noted the extent of hedgerow that will be renoved
(and nostly already renoved prenaturely) as a result of the

pl anni ng

application. The environnmental surveys identifying nultiple species
of slowworns, lizards and bats that will be displaced as a result
of the build.

It isnot inline with the | ook and feel of Finchanpstead Vill age:
Cat eshy' s devel opnent prospectus tal ks about Cricket H Il Road

ur bani si ng the nei ghbouring Country Park - this initself is illogic
as the new devel opnent will be directly adjacent to the devel opnent
and create further urbanisation.

As al luded to above, the field proposed for devel opnent is

consi dered by many as a beautiful spot for dog wal king, hiking etc.
Any housing here will require a Landscape and Vi sual | npact
Assessnent due to the 1loss the countryside setting that is there
currently.

It is also very uncharacteristic for a village to have street

lighting in the way being proposed in the plans. Any such lighting
woul d cause a significant change in character for the village and
create light pollution for residents and wildlife - particularly

Adaptations to any approved plans will be needed:

The council when evaluating the SHLAA site considered that if the
site becane devel opable it should be capable of delivering a maxinum
of 34 hones. The proposals are for 40 dwellings in an unnecessarily
high density with a disproportionate share of affordable housing.

The | ayout of the site has clearly been designed to facilitate
future devel opnent off the proposed adoptable turnhead to the far
East of the site. To prevent future devel opnent which woul d
encroach further onto the Nature reserve, any proposed devel opnent
shoul d proven to be enclosed in it's design whether with tree

pl anti ng, wal kways around the boundary of the site or a redesign of
the road | ayout to prevent future phased plans from being subnitted
and approved.

There is specific concern for the houses towards the back of the
devel opnent overl ooki ng properties such as 18 Cricket Hill, Nanridge
(19 Cricket Hill) and Broadlands (20 Cricket HiIl).

The inpact of any construction on the | ocal residents needs to be
consi dered. The increased construction traffic with noise pollution
for the foreseeable future would certainly disturb village life for
nei ghbours (small children and the elderly) as well having a

| asting inpact on the environnent.



In conclusion, it is for all these reasons above that | oppose the
devel opnent of houses in this field in the strongest terns possible.
T here are nmany better suited | ocations already identified within

t he borough that woul d provide the necessary housing (including

af f ordabl e housing) that would not have such an inpact on the
community and the environnent of Finchanpstead.



