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COWENTS:

| wite to object to Planning Application 260386 for Wvols Court
Farm Basi ngst oke Road

1. Expansion plans are large scale and involve | and not previously
devel oped (greenfield) away fromthe established operating area of
the business park. It conflicts with the council's policy on

devel opnent in the open countryside.

2. The site is on an elevated location and is not visually contained
and, the building ridge height of 10 netres, will give 360 degree
visibility, including across the Loddon Valley fromthe public
footpath that runs along the river Loddon from Ki ngsbridge to the
M1l House Hotel on B3349.

3. A recent Val ued Landscape Character Assessnent by Wki ngham

Bor ough Council noted the site was inappropriate in terns of its
established settlenent formand its pattern and, also its |andscape
character.

4. The site is located within the rural parish of Swallowfield,
which has limted devel opnent status. The scale of the units being
proposed are substantially larger than the existing units on site.
They are disproportionate and overbearing within this sensitive
rural |andscape and, conflict with the requirenent for linited

devel opnent in the parish.

5. Planning policies steers |arge devel opnents such as this towards
settlenent linmts and Core Enpl oynent Areas. The site does not have
Core Enpl oynent Area status and the proposed | arge-scal e devel opnent
is not a sustainable rural enterprise, as it conflicts w th anong
others the council's spatial devel opnent planning policies.

6. In addition to the buildings thenselves, additional areas would
need to be created to provide operating space for car parking and
routi ne vehicle/ heavy goods vehicle novenents within the expanded
sites. These substantial footprints would |l ead to excessive
encroachnent west and south onto an area of |and that at present
contributes to a | arge anount of openness to the site's character
The very tall buildings at 10 netres woul d adversely affect the
visual anenity of its surroundi ngs

7. Although the National Planning Policy Franmework positively
supports businesses that contribute to the rural econony, it
enphasi ses the inportance that growth nust be sustainable. The
design and scale of the proposals will dom nate its surroundi ngs and
encroach into open countryside away fromthe established business
park. The new buildings would be at odds with other buildings close
by, particularly the heritage asset of Wvols Court. Wen di sm ssing
the appeal to build houses on Wvols Field (application no.

162360) the inspector gave significant weight to preserving the
significance of this designated heritage asset, stating it
out wei ghed anong ot her issues the public benefit of the additiona
houses. The proposal is therefore not sustainabl e when assessed on
how it blends in with its surroundi ngs.

8. The entrance is on a bend with a 40 nph limt, which is not
strictly adhered to on this stretch of the B3349. I|ncreased vol unes
of vehicle, including heavy good vehicles novenents will arise from



t he expanded operation in and out of the site and will pose nuch
hi gher highway safety risks than is currently the case.



