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COWENTS:
Dear Pl anning Oficer,

| amwiting to object to the proposed Bar kham Square devel opnent.

I live on School Road, very close to the proposed site, and woul d be
directly affected by the cunul ative inpact of further |arge-scale
devel opnent in this part of Barkham and Arborfield. My objection is
not a general objection to housing, but to the scale and | ocation of
this proposal, given the existing pressure on |local roads, linited
realistic alternatives to car travel, and the sem -rural character
of the area.

The applicant's own Masterplan Franmework Docunent confirns that the
site is approximately 45 hectares of mainly agricultural land, with
mat ure trees, anci ent woodl and, hedgerows, ditches, ponds and

Bar kham Br ook. The proposal is for residential dwellings, elderly
care acconmmpdation, open space, allotnents, green and bl ue
infrastructure and SANG It is therefore a major devel opnent, not a
nodest infill

schene.

1. Cunul ative overdevel opnent and | oss of rural character

Bar kham and Arborfield have al ready absorbed substantial new
devel opnent, particularly around Arborfield G een. The area has
changed significantly in recent years, and further |arge-scale
housi ng woul d continue the erosion of the remaining rural gap
bet ween Bar kham School Road, Langl ey Common Road and Arborfield
G een.

The applicant's own nmaterial recognises Barkhanmis historic rura
character, scattered settlenent pattern and agricultural setting. It
al so identifies the inportance of conserving rural |anes, hedgerows,
wooded boundaries, | andscape separation and the open character of
the farned | andscape. A devel opnent of this scale would conflict
with those ains and would further urbanise a sem-rura
edge- of -set t| enent

| ocati on.

2. Unsustai nabl e transport | ocation

The application presents the site as sustainably connected, but this
does not reflect the reality for local residents. Qutside the newer
Arborfield Green estate roads, pavenents are internmttent or absent
on many routes towards Barkham Arborfield and surrounding vill ages.
chool Road, Barkham Road, Barkham Street and Langl ey Commobn Road
were not designed for |arge volunmes of pedestrian, cycle and vehicle
traffic.

The nearest railway station is around 4km away i n Wki ngham which



is not a practical daily wal k for nost people. The bus service is
limted, and even with proposed inprovenents, it is unrealistic to
assune that a devel opnent of this scale would not be heavily

car - dependent. Most househol ds would still need cars for conmmuting,
school s, shopping, healthcare and access to nearby towns.

3. Highway congestion and safety

Traffic congestion is already a significant |ocal problem The
surroundi ng road network is constrained, senmi-rural in character and
al ready busy at peak tinmes. Additional traffic froma najor tial
devel opnent, elderly care acconmodation, visitors, deliveries,
refuse vehicles and construction traffic would worsen congestion and
i ncrease pressure on roads that are not suited to this |evel of

gr owt h.

The inpact should be assessed cunul atively, not in isolation. Recent
and ongoi ng devel opnent around Arborfield Green has already
increased traffic across the area. Even if individual junction
nodel | i ng

suggests technical capacity, that does not nean the w der |ocal road
network is safe, suitable or sustainable for further |arge-scale

gr owt h.

4. Infrastructure and nmitigation are not yet proven

The proposal relies heavily on future mtigation, sustainable trave
assunptions and integration with Arborfield G een. Local experience
suggests that infrastructure often | ags behind housing delivery.
Before any further |arge developnent is pernitted, there should be
cl ear and enforceabl e evidence that |ocal roads, pavenents, public
transport, schools, healthcare, drainage, ecology and conmmunity
facilities can support the additional popul ation

Particular attention should be given to School Road, Barkham Road,
Langl ey Common Road, Barkham Street, Biggs Lane and near by
junctions. Construction traffic should also be treated as a serious
i ssue, given the scale of the site and the limted rural road

net wor k.

5. Residential anenity

Exi sting residents woul d experience increased traffic, noise,

di sturbance, congestion, light pollution and pressure on |oca
facilities. The construction period would also be significant, with
potential inpacts from HGY novenents, dust, nud on roads and

di sruption to nearby hones.

Request ed deci si on

For the reasons above, | respectfully request that the Counci
refuses this application

If the Council is mnded to approve it, then approval should not be
granted w thout robust, enforceable obligations covering hi ghway
mtigation, public transport funding, safe pedestrian and cycle
routes, construction traffic controls, phasing, |andscape



protection, ecological protection and delivery of infrastructure

bef ore

occupation. However, ny primary position is that the proposal is not
acceptable in this location at the scal e proposed.

Yours faithfully,

Matt hew Arri s
School Road, Barkham Wbki ngham



