PLANNI NG REF . 261262
PROPERTY ADDRESS : 9 Arthur Road
. Woki ngham Berks

. RA41 2SS
SUBM TTED BY : Ms Julie Daly
DATE SUBM TTED . 24/ 07/ 2026
COVWNENTS:
Dear Sirs,

Firstly, thank you for fixing the fault on ny nei ghbour's 2nd
response to enable us to read it and respond.

Encasenent

In response to this comment, our Party Wall Surveyor requested
access to our neighbour's garden to take photos of the whole area.
Unfortunately, our neighbour refused this request, stating their dog
was too aggressive to allow himaccess.

They then told our surveyor they would provide himw th pictures
they had taken. In their response to you they have provi ded one
photo, ich does not give a bal anced view of the current situation
as it only shows our wall and none of theirs.

This response has left us with no choice but to use Google Earth to
provi de a bal anced assessnent of the whole area

Pl ease al so see the picture submtted by our neighbour on their
response of this area. As you can see, they have only shown our wall
and no other areas to be considered on their side.

As you can see, the area where the encasenent is being clainmed is

al ready a square nade up of 4-5 very large and tall overgrown Sil ver
Birch Trees, an extension, a back wall of their garage and the side
wal I of our garage.

We are only asking for our wall to be nade approxi mately the sane
hei ght as our nei ghbours existing garage and extension walls.

Surely, by the existing structures in place, nostly of which are on
our neighbor's side, this has already given a feeling of encasenent.
Pl ease see attached Googe Earth photo to illustrate this.

The comments regarding the view fromtheir extension wi ndows wll be
hanpered. As there is already a wall there facing the wi ndows we
don't believe their vieww |l be altered by increasing our wall

hei ght, not unless they | ook towards the sky at the tine. If

anyt hing, by renoving the existing very old windows in our wall it
will inprove the view and privacy.

Build not in keeping with the Street

If you | ook down Arthur Road you will see that over the years nost
of the houses have been extended in one way or another. This has
created a street of very individual houses.

There are al so houses there that have garages very close to one, as
we wish to do with our neighbours. Please see attached photos to

denonstrate this

Exanpl es of houses in the street



Movi ng our Conplete Build

When we bought our house | ast year, the biggest thing that attracted
us to it was the garden layout. To nove the build to the other side
of the house would seriously jeopardise the |ayout of the garden and
what attracted us to the house. It would also conpletely inbal ance
the internal |ayout and structure of the house. It would al so not
stop us fromwanting to renove the current garage roof and replace
it with a proper felt roof, which would nmean we still would need to
i ncrease the wall height.

We feel this request to be totally unreasonabl e.

We thought |ong and hard before we cane up with the design for our
house. W did not want to increase the footprint of the house too
much and wanted to contain as nuch of the build within the existing
paraneters. W also |look at the way the sun noved around the house
to ensure that anything we did , did not affect our nei ghbours
Iight by causing shadows. Hence why we have not used the garage area
to a

doubl e storey and why, where we have gone up to a second | evel, we
have kept it inline with our neighbours house.

The Silver Birch Trees

When we showed our nei ghbours our plans, prior to subnmitting themto
the council. The only objection /concern they raised was regarding
their trees along our boundary. Requesting that we didn't do
anything that would kill the trees and that they wanted the roots
protected of themand the hedge they had planted next to our wall.

We did nention to themthat the branches whi ch overhang the whol e of
our garage roof, would need to be renoved. Then they asked, that the
trees were not unbal anced by this, but also said it was our right to
renove the branches, and if we wanted, place the cuttings over to
their garden, as long as we did it carefully. The inplication was
that we would have to pay for this work to be done. As the bill to
do this is 800, it seens rather unfair that we are paying to do
what surely should be their naintenance work.

We said we woul d consult professional advice regarding their
concerns, which we have now done at a cost of 250

We now have the Arborists report, please attached report bel ow
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ARBORI CULTURAL ASSESSMVENT REPORT

Pur pose of Inspection

Thanes Valley Arborists Ltd were instructed by Ms Julie Daly to
undertake an arboricultural assessment of a mature Silver Birch
(Betul a pendula) situated wi thin the neighbouring property
adj oi ning the | eft-hand boundary of the above address.

The purpose of this inspection was to assess the current and future
i npact of the tree on the client's garage, boundary wall and
adjoining structures, together with providing professiona
arboricul tural recomendations for suitabl e nanagenent.

Tree Details

Species: Silver Birch (Betula pendul a)

Condi tion: Good

Esti mat ed Remmi ning Life Expectancy: 40-80+ years
Growth Rate: Mderate to Fast

Silver Birch is a vigorous, nmediumto | arge deci duous tree capabl e
of attaining heights in excess of 20 nmetres, with crown spreads
commonl y reaching between 8-12 netres. Throughout its lifetine, both
the canopy and trunk will continue to increase in size, with annua
radi al expansion of the stem and continual devel opnent of the
structural root system

Site Cbservations

Fol | owi ng our inspection, the follow ng observati ons were recorded:
- The Silver Birch is positioned i medi ately adjacent to the
hbouri ng boundary.

- Numer ous branches are extending over Ms Daly's garage and roof
structure.

- The canopy continues to devel op towards the property.

- Continued annual growth will substantially increase the anmount of
over hang above the garage.

- The trunk will continue to increase in dianeter throughout the
life of the tree

- The structural root systemw ||l continue expandi ng beneath
surroundi ng ground as the tree matures.

Due to the tree's proximty to the property, continued unrestricted
growt h presents an increasing conflict between the tree and the

adj acent structures.

Arboricul tural Assessnent

Silver Birch trees naturally produce extensive structural root
systens whi ch devel op proportionally with the overall size and
maturity of the tree

Whi | st roots generally occupy the upper soil profile, the principa
structural roots continue to increase significantly in dianmeter over
many decades. As radial growh occurs, these roots have the
potential to exert considerable pressure on nearby foundations,
retaining walls, hard | andscapi ng and masonry where separation

di stances are limted. The trunk itself will also continue expandi ng
annual |y, increasing the overall nmass and | oading of the tree.

As the crown enlarges over future years, increased canopy wei ght and
wind loading will place greater stress on |inbs extendi ng above the
garage and nei ghbouri ng structures.

Wt hout appropriate nmanagenent, the following risks are likely to

i ncrease over the lifetine of the tree:

- Conti nued encroachnent over the garage.



- Progressive contact between branches and the buil ding.

- I ncreased | oadi ng over the roof during adverse weat her.
Accumul ation of leaf litter, debris and deadwood.

Ongoi ng expansi on of the trunk and structural root system

- I ncreased potential for novenment affecting nearby foundations.

- Progressive cracking and di spl acenent of the adjoining wall should
root expansi on continue unchecked.

It is therefore considered appropriate that preventative

arboricul tural managenent is undertaken before significant
structural issues devel op.

| npact on the Property

Based upon the tree's current |ocation, species characteristics and
future growth potential, it is our professional opinion that

all owi ng unrestricted devel opnent is likely to increase the risk of:

- Damage to garage roof coverings.

- Structural novenent affecting shallow foundations.

- Cracki ng and displ acenrent of masonry walls.

- I ncreased mmi nt enance requirenents.

- Future conflict between the tree and the built environnment. Early
i ntervention represents the nost appropriate and proportionate
means of reducing these foreseeabl e risks.

Recommended Wor ks

Thanes Valley Arborists Ltd recommend that all branches overhangi ng
the client's property and garage are professionally renoved back to
the | egal boundary, with all works undertaken in accordance with
BS3998: 2010 - Tree Work Recommendati ons.

The recomended pruning will:

- Renove al |l overhangi ng branches from above the garage.

- Prevent future branch contact with the structure.

- Reduce excessive | oading over the roof.

| mprove cl earance fromthe buil ding.
- Reduce the likelihood of future structural conflict.
- Retain the natural appearance and |long-termhealth of the tree.

Effect on Tree Health
The recomended pruning works will not kill the Silver Birch

When undertaken by conpetent arborists using correct arboricultura
techni ques in accordance with British Standard BS3998, the tree wll
continue to remain healthy and retain its natural vigour

The proposed works represent responsi ble tree nanagenent and are
consi dered both reasonabl e and necessary to protect the adjoining
property while preserving the long-termhealth and anenity val ue of
the tree.

Pr of essi onal Opi ni on

It is the professional opinion of Thanmes Valley Arborists Ltd that
the renoval of all overhangi ng branches above the client's garage
and property is necessary, proportionate and fully justified.

The recomended works will significantly reduce the foreseeable risk
of future danage to the garage, boundary wall and associ ated
structures while ensuring that the Silver Birch remains heal thy and
continues to provide environnental and visual benefits.



Decl arati on

This report has been prepared following a visual arboricultura

i nspection carried out using accepted arboricultural principles and
i ndustry best practice.

This report represents the professional opinion of Thanes Vall ey
Arborists Ltd based upon observations nade at the tinme of

i nspection. It is intended as an arboricultural assessnent and
shoul d not be interpreted as a structural engineering report or a
subsurface geotechnical investigation

Pr epar ed By
Thanes Valley Arborists Ltd
Prof essional Tree Surgeons & Arboricultural Consultants

This report has raised further concerns regarding these trees for us
to be aware of.

These trees are only babies as they can live to anything from 40-60
years and will continue to grow if unchecked to an even bigger

hei ght than they already are. The trunks will al so becone
considerably w der than they are today. Which in tine will affect
the structure of our wall.

Having read this report we feel that these trees pose a serious
potential risk not only to our building but potentially could fal
down in high winds being a danger to our safety.

Considering all the points raised by the Arborist, the fact that the
trees are not being nmmintained properly and that we have been
expected to pay for their tree nmmintenance, which could keep
happeni ng. W feel that these trees should be renoved and repl aced
with nore suitable trees for the environnent they are in.

As the Arborist has nentioned in his report, these trees can be
managed if nmamintained to a particular standard. W are concerned
that this standard will not be nmet by our nei ghbours. Especially as
they in their coments to you said they have recently had the tops
taken out of the trees. This is true there have been sonme bits of
branches

renoved, but as you can see fromthe photo taken at the end of our
garden, the trees are still a considerabl e hei ght.

Showi ng hei ght and width of the trees on 21st July 2026

We hope that you will agree that we have tried to be very
considerate in our approach to building our new hone and that you
wi || | ook upon our application favourably



