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Pl anni ng Application 252498

| amwiting to formally object to the proposal contained in the
Loddon Valley Garden Village Proposal, to designate |and off Betty
Grove Lane for Gypsy and Travel |l er pitches.

Though appropriate sites for Gypsy and Traveller communities are
important, | find this location unsuitable for several key reasons
as outlined bel ow

1. Geen Belt Preservation: The proposed site lies within designated
green belt land, which serves to maintain the character of the rura
community of Sindlesham undermining the integrity of green belt
preservation.

2. H ghway Safety Concerns: The vicinity of the site is
characterized by single track roads and byways with no pedestrian or
dog wal ki ng safety areas, very limted access and visibility,
especially at the likely site entrance on Betty G ove Lane. The

i ntroduction of

additional traffic, including |arger vehicles associated with such
sites, woul d exacerbate existing safety issues for notorists,
cyclists, pedestrians and dog wal kers.

3. Strain on Local Services: Sindlesham s |ocal infrastructure,

i ncludi ng schools and healthcare facilities, is already operating at
capacity. An increase in population w thout corresponding
enhancenents to services would negatively inpact the quality and
accessibility of essential anenities for all residents.

4. Environnental and Flood R sks 1: The proximty of the site to the
Ri ver Loddon fl oodpl ain, rai ses concerns about the suitability of
all the land associated with Loddon Valley Garden Vill age Proposal
As spe cifically related to the Gypsy and Travel ler pitches, this
floodi ng woul d severely restrict other entry routes onto the site
fromthe West including Lower Early Way. Today 16th January 2026,
vast areas of the proposed Loddon Valley Garden Village site are
flooded including the proposed site for the Gypsy and Traveller

pi t ches.

5. Environnmental and Fl ood Risks 2: The |l ocation of the proposed
Gypsy and Travel l er pitches has been subject to heavy flooding for
many years fromthe Bearwood Lake area. This floodi ng has been
exacerbated since Bearwood Park, Reading FC Training Facility, was
opened and substantially increased the drainage to that off the
previ ous Bearwood Gol f Course |located on that land. Al the existing
drai nage ditches al ong Mol e Road and down both Betty G ove Lane and
Par kcorner Lane were not upgraded and now regul arly overfl ow when
it rains and flood the fields, roads and byways all around the
proposed site. This was the case today, 16th January 2026, when

wal ked these ditches and they were full or were overfl ow ng.

6. Di sproportionate Allocation: The |ocation of the proposed
traveller pitches is in a locality that already has Gypsy and
Travel l er pitches. These sites nmust be nore evenly spread within
wi der Woki ngham Borough so as not to disproportionately burden
Arborfield and New and and Wnnersh Parish conmunities further
7. Wldlife and Biodiversity Inpact: The Loddon Vall ey Garden
Vill age devel opnent will disrupt |ocal ecosystens and wildlife



habitats. It's essential to conduct thorough ecol ogi cal assessnents
to understand and nitigate potential inpacts on biodiversity.

8. Potential Inpact on Property Values 1: The introduction of the
Gypsy and Traveller site in close proxinmity to existing residential
areas will lead to concerns anong potential honebuyers, potentially
affecting | ocal property values. Wil e conprehensive studies are
limted, reports do suggest that such devel opnents influence buyer
perceptions and nmarket dynamics. This is already becom ng evident
for existing residents through the Loddon Valley Garden Vill age
proposal and the Gypsy and Traveller site.

9. Potential Inpact on Property Values 2: In the consultation
nmeeting with the University of Reading on 9th January 2026 at

W nnersh Pavillion, it was clearly intimted by the University
representative that the location of the traveller pitches site was
sel ected based on commercial considerations (profit) of the new
devel opnent.

10. Potential Inpact on Property Values 3: In the consultation
nmeeting with the University of Reading on 9th January 2026 at

W nner sh

Pavillion, it was acknow edged by the University representative that
the Il ocation of the traveller pitches site was selected to be renote
of the sites of the new build honmes so as not to affect their sale
value. This is clearly passing the comercial |osses and further
burden onto the | ocal community already suffering massive housing
devel opnent of the rural Geen Belt which will conpletely change the
character of the area where | have lived for over 25 years. The new
community of house buyers will not have to suffer this burden

11. Concerns on construction phasing 1: In the consultation neeting
with the University on 9th January 2026 at Wnnersh Pavillion, it
was acknow edged by council and devel oper representatives that there
was no holistic plan for the control and oversight of all the

devel opnent sites including but not Iinited to access, traffic flow
and

infrastructure

12. Concerns on construction phasing 2: In the consultation neeting
with the University of Reading on 9th January 2026 at the visit to
the proposed site, it was intimated that the traveller pitches
needed to be built before the main devel opnent starts due Wki ngham
Bor ough

Council (WBC) having a shortfall of traveller pitches (reference
WBC GTAA Final Report dated August 2023). This urgency has led to a
|l ack of proper consultation and transparency with the |oca
community and residents and selected this site for expedi ency and
commercial drivers rather than follow ng the correct planning
process and ensuring the existing infrastructure would support this
site.

13. Concerns on construction phasing 3: In the consultation neeting
with the University on 9th January 2026 at the visit to the proposed
site, it was intinated that the traveller pitches needed to be built
before the nmin devel opnent starts. In this case, the existing
access to the proposed Traveller Pitches is inadequate and

unsui tabl e based on existing infrastructure including but not
limted to surroundi ng roads, drainage, support facilities including
but not limted to

school s, nedical, services, drainage etc.

G ven these considerations, | urge the council to seek alternative

| ocations that do not conpronise Geenbelt |and and are better
suited to accomopdate the needs of the Gypsy and Traveller
comunities

wi t hout adversely affecting existing residents, services and the



envi ronnent .

| reserve the right to provide additional coments once | have had
the opportunity to study in nore detail the overall Loddon Valley
Garden Village Proposal due to the extensive nunber of docunents, no
overall summary and indexing of the proposal and its support
docunentation and interactions/interfaces with other planning
proposals in the area. | consider the consultation tine has been

i nadequate for a proposal of this size

Thank you in advance for considering ny objections.



