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COWENTS:
bj ection to Planning Application 261059
Land south of Langl ey Conmon Road, Arborfield G een, Wkingham

| amwiting to formally object to Planning Application 261059,
specifically in relation to the proposed siting of allotnents
adj acent to Commonfield Lane within the Barkham Square devel opnent.

1. Site Context

Qur property is located within the existing Arborfield Geen

devel opnment (constructed circa 2018) and sits at the edge and

corner of the Barkham Pl ace parcel, directly facing both the |and
proposed for allotnents & Commonfield Lane. The allotnents would be
posi tioned i mmredi ately beyond our property boundary.

We have lived at this property for approximately nine years and
currently benefit froman open, unspoilt outl ook across Bar kham
Square. This contributes significantly to the anenity, character
and overall quality of the local environnent.

2. Loss of Residential Amenity
The introduction of allotnments in this location would result in a
mat eri al and harnful change to residential anenity.

The existing open grassland woul d be replaced by subdivi ded plots,
structures (e.g. sheds), fencing, and associated activity.

This represents a clear shift from undevel oped countryside to an

i ntensively used and nmanaged space.

The current sense of openness, tranquillity and rural aspect would
be Ilost.

While allotnents are classified as green infrastructure, their
operational characteristics are fundanentally different from open
field and and introduce visual clutter and increased activity.

3. Inpact on WIldlife and Ecol ogy
The site currently forns part of a quiet and undisturbed habitat.

Local wildlife, including roe deer, regularly utilise this area for
resting and shelter.

The field contributes to a wider ecological corridor wthin Barkham
Squar e

The proposed change in use woul d:

- Displace wildlife due to increased hunan presence

- Reduce habitat quality and continuity

- Underm ne the ecol ogi cal value of this edge-of-devel opnent
| ocation

This sits at odds with the requirenent for devel opnent to conserve
and enhance biodiversity and deliver neasurabl e inprovenents.



4. Crine, Fly-Tipping and Security Concerns
The location is relatively isolated, with limted natura
surveil |l ance

Commonfield Lane is not a residential street and experiences varied
activity, very busy with traffic during weekday rush hour & school
runs, but also particularly quiet outside of daylight hours.

The area already suffers extensively frompersistent fly-tipping -
of ten nunerous tinmes a week.

Allotnents in such lo cations are known to be vul nerabl e to:
- Vandal i sm and theft

- Anti-social behaviour

- Further fly-tipping

The proposed siting introduces a | and use that would be
intermttently occupied and | argely unsupervised, increasing the
I'i kelihood of these

i ssues.

5. Traffic and Activity Inpacts

Al t hough the car park shown on the plans is intended to serve the
SANG rat her than allotnents specifically, its presence will:

- Increase vehicle novenents al ong Cormonfield Lane

- Increase general footfall and activity in proximty to residential
properties

- Introduce additional noise and di sturbance along what is currently
a qui et boundary edge

- Increase littering and no doubt dog poo bag decorations in borders
and trees

The cunul ative inpact represents an intensification of use in an
area not currently subject to this level of activity.

6. Site Suitability for Allotnments

The proposed | ocation does not appear well suited to allotnent use:

- Productive allotnents require consistent sunlight exposure - this
site is heavily shades fromthe fabul ous protected Cak trees on it's
East and South border... so sunlight just won't |land on crops! -
This corner of the site is significantly shaded due to orientation
and surroundi ng features

As a result:

- The long-termviability and attractiveness of the allotnents is
questi onabl e

- There is a risk of underuse or poor naintenance

7. Availability of Mdre Suitable Locations

The wi der Bar kham Squar e devel opnent includes extensive areas of
open space and | andscape uses.

Gven this, there are clearly opportunities to:

- Locate allotnents in a nore central and accessible position - Use
areas with better natural surveillance



- Select land with nore appropriate sunlight conditions
- Avoi d adverse inpacts on existing residential properties

There is no clear justification for placing this use directly on the
boundary of existing housing where inpacts are nost acute.

8. Planning Policy Considerations

The proposal raises conflicts with both national and | ocal planning
policy:

- The National Planning Policy Framework requires devel opnent to
provide a high standard of anenity for existing residents and to
create safe environnents where crine does not underm ne quality of
life [gov. uk]

- It also requires devel opnent to deliver biodiversity net gain and
protect existing ecol ogical value [mal don. gov. uk]

- Woki ngham s adopt ed devel opnent pl an enphasi ses the need to
protect the quality of life of residents and naintain a high-quality
living environnment [wokingham gov. uk]

Inits current form the siting of the allotnents appears
i nconsistent w th these objectives.

9. Concl usion

While the provision of allotnents within new devel opnents is
recogni sed as beneficial in principle, their success depends on
appropriate siting.

In this case, the proposed | ocation adjacent to existing residentia
properties is unsuitable due to:

Loss of residential anenity and outl ook

Harmto wildlife and existing ecol ogi cal val ue
Increased risk of fly-tipping and anti-social behavi our
Additional traffic and activity along a qui et boundary

Poor practical suitability for allotnment use

Avail ability of nore appropriate alternative locations within the
site

Lack of sunlight due to shading fromprotected trees

For these reasons, | respectfully request that Wki ngham Borough
Council requires the applicant to reconsider the | ocation of the
allotnments and identify a nore appropriate and sustai nabl e
alternative within the w der devel opnent.

The proposal, as currently presented, appears inconsistent with both
nati onal planning policy and the adopted Wki ngham Devel opnent Pl an
particularly in relation to residential anenity, environnmenta
protection, and the creation of safe and sustai nabl e com

nmunities.



